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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

A Glance back with eyes forward
by Laura Fletcher, Pastor
Nominating Committee
(PNC) Alumna
On this second-year celebration
of Mark’s coming to serve as our
pastor, I would like to revisit
some of the events that led up to
his call and look ahead to our
church’s wonderful future.
It was July 2007. Many of us
had participated in the
PERCEPT Study. Led by
Toby Mueller, our Interim

Pastor, we prayerfully
We Believe
crafted a new mission stateWe believe…
ment—our collective vision
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sharing lead us to a deepenstatement:
ing Faith in Jesus Christ

The Rev. Michael D. Langford (R) with Pastor Mark Renn at
his ordination at Providence on November 23, 2008.

age groups—someone with
energy, creativity, and a
vision of how to build exciting programs for youth,
young adults, college-age,
and adults. We also knew
that we needed to expand
our involvement in the community and build relationships beyond the church
…the Holy Spirit gives us
creativity and vision, to step walls. Basically, we knew we
were searching for a Senior
out and accept challenges
Pastor, Youth Pastor, Direcand take risks
tor of Christian Education,
…the church is a shaping
Outreach Minister, and
force in the lives of its mem- Associate Pastor all rolled
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into one.
around it
…everything we say and do We also knew that if we
found someone who resemis for Christ
bled this description and felt
We will give ourselves away
called to be our pastor, he or
for the sake of Christ.
she would probably not be
the traditional “business-asOur constant prayer was that usual” type of pastor. Does
God would unite our church
that sound like our Mark
with God’s person. We knew
Renn to you? It certainly
he or she must be a spiritual
does to me.
leader who could relate to all
(See “Glance” on page 2)
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we knew we were searching for a Senior
Pastor, Youth Pastor, Director of
Christian Education, Outreach Minister,
and Associate Pastor all rolled into one.
gation. I know I often find
myself squirming in my seat!
On the “Brief History of the
Church” page of our website,
it says, “We have continued to
seek God’s leading in our personal growth as disciples, and
in our corporate understanding of what it means to worship, fellowship, study, and
serve.”
On this two-year anniversary
of Mark’s pastorate, let us
reflect on our mission and
reflect on the ways that Mark
is leading us. Let’s support
and celebrate Mark, Stephanie,
Matthew, and one another,
building each other up as we
move forward together.
“And let us consider how we may
spur one another on toward love
and good deeds.” —Hebrews
10:24
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Creation Corner
Plant the seeds of Love
By Pastor Mark Renn
Having just now completed our first year of
community gardening at
Providence Presbyterian, I
thought it timely to share
with you some of the exciting things that have been
going on in an around this
new ministry.
First and foremost, we
completed a summer of
vegetable growing, which
taught us a lot about the
process and patience
required to garden successfully. Each of our
growers had a different
experience, and we are
excited to put our newfound knowledge to good
use next year.
We have also just planted
our first winter garden.
Thanks to the generosity
of the good people at
Southern Feed and Farm
and Grand Bay Feed and
Seed, we received a plethora of seeds to plant and
experiment with at no

charge to the church. One of
the things that the garden is
teaching us is the value of
making new relationships. I
have been blessed and
blown away by the generosity of stores and farmers in
our area.
Just yesterday, I picked up
another truckload of free
produce from Oak Hill
Farms in Grand Bay. This
produce has been a blessing
to our church’s food ministry (just look in the freezer!)
and to our community in the
name of Christ. I love driving around with a truck full
of vegetables and starting

conversations with complete
strangers, inviting them to
take whatever they can use
free of charge. When people
ask why, I tell them “We’ve
been blessed by receiving
this produce, and we want
to share that blessing with
others in the name of
Christ.” Oftentimes, these
conversations lead into discussion about our garden
and some of the other great
things that are going on at
Providence.

can come together and
have their needs fulfilled
by God, but planting gardens instead of buildings.
A few weeks ago, we had a
group from ToulminvilleWarren St. UMC come out
to learn the ropes of gardening. They helped me
till and sow all of the
remaining empty plots. As
a result, they learned
about vegetable farming,
and we now have a garden
full of sprouting winter

Another exciting new
opportunity that the garden
has afforded the church is a
new chance for me to speak
at conferences and workshops about this missional
endeavor. As a result, we
have forged partnerships
with a number of different
churches that want to do the
same thing. In this way, we
are not only producing food
for the community—we are
raising awareness and even
multiplying GARDENS
around Mobile! In a way, it
is kind of like another version of church planting, creating spaces where people

vegetables. This church,
located in the Prichard
area, plans to have us help
them design and install a
garden on their property!
And their growing space
is even bigger than ours!
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All in all, this garden has
opened many doors for us,
and new opportunities to
expand our project and
engage our community
present themselves each
day. There are many ways
that you can get involved
in this exciting project—
just speak to me, and I’ll
put you to work!

Evangelical
M I S S I O N S


By Laura Anderson,
Evangelical Missions Elder

Live Nativity
planned for
December 19
Mark your calendars and
plan to participate in the
Live Nativity on Sunday,
December 19. This year we
are planning to expand our
nativity scenes and have
activities in the church. Look
for more information in the
weekly bulletins and in the
December newsletter.

Operation
Christmas Child
It’s time to prepare your
boxes for Operation Christmas Child. “A shoe box
filled with small toys and
other gifts can open hurting
hearts to God’s love.” Each
year our church has helped
to bring this message to children throughout the world.
Bring your shoe box(es) to
the church beginning
Wednesday, November 10.









4 Enclose $7.00 (checks payable to Samaritan’s Purse are
recommended) in an envelope and place it on top of
the items in your shoe box.
How do you prepare
(This money is used to help
a shoebox?
cover the cost of processing,
It couldn’t be easier! Just foltransportation, and the prolow this simple procedure.
duction of Gospel literature.) Place the envelope so
1 Find an empty shoebox,
it is clearly visible on top of
and wrap the bottom and
the gift items. If you’re filllid separately.
ing more than one shoe box,
you may make one com2 Decide whether your gift
bined donation in a single
will be for a boy or girl
envelope and place it inside
and the child’s age cateany one of your boxes. Place
gory: 2–4, 5–9, or 10–14.
a rubber band around your
Then attach a label indishoebox and lid.
cating your choices on the
outside of the shoebox lid. 5 Bring the shoe box(es) to
The final day to bring your
shoe box will be Sunday,
November 14.

If you have children or
teenagers, let them help
with the shopping for a
recipient near their own
age, or give them a budget
and turn them loose.
3 Fill your shoe box with a
variety of gifts. You are
encouraged to enclose a
note to the child and a
photo of yourself or your
family. If you include your
name and address, the
child receiving the box
may write you back.

Providence by Sunday,
November 14.
For many of these children in
poverty-stricken or war-torn
countries, this is the first gift of
any sort they have ever
received. What an opportunity
to share God’s love in a concrete way!

Suggested gifts
 Toys—Small cars, balls,
dolls, stuffed animals,
kazoos, harmonicas, yoyos,
small Etch-A-Sketch, toys





that light up or make
noise (with extra batteries), Slinky, etc.
 School supplies—Pens,
pencils and sharpener,
crayons or markers,
stamps and ink pad sets,
coloring books, chalk,
writing pads or paper,
solar calculators, etc.
 Hygiene items—Toothbrush, toothpaste, soap,
comb, washcloth.
 Other—Hard candy,
lollipops, mints, gum, sunglasses, flashlights with
extra batteries, ball caps,
socks, t-shirts, toy jewelry,
hair clips, watches, small
picture books.

DO NOT include
 Used items
 Toy guns, knives, or other
war-related items
 Chocolate or perishable
food items
 Liquids of any kind
(lotion, shampoo, bubbles, etc.)
 Medicines of any kind
(vitamins, cough drops,
etc.)
 Breakable items (china
dolls, snow globes, etc.)

Monthly collections for O’Rourke Elementary School
Month
November 2010
December 2010
January 2011
February 2011
March 2011
April 2011
May 2011
June/July 2011

Item to be collected
Anti-bacterial wipes
Hand sanitizer
Copy paper
#2 lead pencils
Notebook paper (wide-ruled)
Scissors
Washable glue/glue sticks
Special Activity – Fill a backpack
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By Laura Anderson
Pastor Mark Renn, Laura
Anderson, Sharon Crenshaw,
and Jeny Williams were on
hand at O'Rourke Elementary
School last month to let the
community know about the
gardening opportunities that
are available at our church.
O'Rourke Elementary School
participated in WAY Day
(Wellness, Academics, and
You) a program designed to
help students make healthy
choices by raising awareness
of health, agriculture, and
good nutrition.

Above left: Pastor Mark Renn with O’Rourke parents
and children • Above: Pastor Mark Renn with Andy
Armadillo • Left (L-R): Jeny Williams, Pastor Mark
Renn • Below left (L-R from center): Sharon
Crenshaw, Jeny Williams, and Pastor Mark Renn
with O’Rourke parents and children • Bottom right:
O’Rourke Principal Cheryl Chapman • Photos by
Laura Anderson
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Alabama Kairos
Death Row #13

expression of what they
have received from the talk.

By Benny Harden

Residents are also literally
flooded with Agape, that is,
tangible expressions of
Gods’ love for them.

Alabama Kairos Death Row
#13 will be held November
19-21. I will be serving as
music leader, and Maria
Weaver Gomez will be serving on the outside staff. In
the upcoming weeks, I will
be talking to you as a congregation and as individuals to
ask you to consider serving
in this ministry. Before that
happens, let’s take another
look at Kairos.
Kairos is an ecumenical,
international ministry that
holds lay-led Christian
retreats in prisons, jails, and
youth detention centers. The
weekend focuses on introducing (and in some cases,
re-introducing) Gods’ love
to the incarcerated.
Through a series of talks,
inmates (called “residents”)
are given a “short course” in
the basics of the Christian
faith. They are told the
truth—that even though
their situation may seem
hopeless, there is still hope,
through the Love of God
and His gift of salvation
through His son, Jesus.
Residents are assigned to
table groups and given the
opportunity within their
group to ponder and discuss
what they’ve learned after
each talk. They are also encouraged to work together
to create a “work of art,”
a poster that is a corporate





institutions and middle- to
high-school-age Sunday
School classes.

Placemats are part of the table
setting at each meal. Again,
they can be a collage of artwork or simple messages of
Bland prison food (frelove. They are usually prequently referred to as “mys- pared by the outside staff and
tery meat and something
most often elementary-age
that slightly resembles vege- Sunday School classes.
tables”) is replaced by home
cooked meals. These meals, The “letters of love” are writprepared in the kitchen of a ten by the inside and outside
local church or home by the staffs, but can be written by
outside staff, are to say the
anyone interested in doing so.
least, enthusiastically conThey are short, simple letters
sumed. Add to that the
of encouragement and love to
homemade cookies donated those who are spending the
by churches and individuremainder of their lives in an
als, and some residents fin- environment where both are
ish the weekend carrying a
profoundly lacking.
few extra pounds of Gods’
love on their frames!
The Prayer Chain stands
alone. It is a chain
made of

More
touching, and
perhaps farther reaching, is
the love expressed by the
posters, placemats, letters of
love, and prayer chain the
residents receive from
churches, institutions, and
individuals.
The posters are a collage of
artwork and short messages
of encouragement. They are
usually done by groups (but
can be done by individuals).
Often as not, they are
donated by Kairos veterans
from other correctional

looped strips of
construction paper. On each
individual link is the name of
someone who has volunteered
to pray for the residents during the weekend. The chain is
presented to the residents on
Friday of the retreat and hung
on the wall around the circumference of the talk room. It usually loops around the room
one-and-one-half to three
times. Seeing how many people are praying for them has an
enormous impact on the residents. For some, it is the pivotal point of the weekend.
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Volunteer opportunities
There are a number of volunteer opportunities available for Kairos Death Row
#13.
We are always looking for
people interested in serving
on the inside staff (men
only) as table leaders, assistants, or musicians. On the
outside staff, men, women,
and high school youth can
serve as meal preparers,
help in the preparation of
the various agape, or serve
as runners, delivering meals
and materials to the prison.
And, of course, you can bake
and donate cookies (we need
LOTS of cookies), write letters of love, help with posters and/or placemats, and/
or just as important, be a
prayer chain volunteer.
As Kairos Death Row draws
nearer, there will be more
information forthcoming in
announcements and church
bulletins. If you are interested in serving, please feel
free to contact me at church,
by phone (463-5758), or
by email (pncpanic@
comcast.net). I’ll be glad to
answer any questions you
may have and help in any
way.

A little history
Alabama Death Row Kairos
started almost seven years
ago. It is the only continuous
Death Row weekend in the
Kairos Ministry. Two weekend retreats are held each
(See “Kairos” on page 20)
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Providence members provided lunch for Faith by Works at
Bethleham Baptist Church in Grand Bay on Wednesday,
October 20.

Left (L-R): Jessi Gadomski, Kathy Taylor, Linda Crossley, Gene
Crossley • Top (L-R): Linda Crossley, Gene Crossley • Above (L-R):
Debbie Simmons, Jessi Gadomski, Kathy Taylor
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By Jeny Williams,
Fellowship Elder

Hanging of the
greens
The hanging of the greens—
decorating our church for
the Christmas—will be on
Saturday, November 27,
2:00–4:00 pm.

name and date) on the
Christmas tree.

After decorating the church,
we’ll gather to sing Christmas carols.

Reminiscing about
these angels is a very
special part of decorating the tree each year as
we remember those families no longer with us
and think about what
was going on in our
own families the year
we brought our angel.

Please bring a plate of
Christmas cookies or other
Christmas goodies to share.

Angel tradition
It is a tradition at Providence
for all new families to hang
an angel (with the family

If you’re new to Providence, please bring
an angel ornament to hang on
the Christmas tree.
But you needn’t be a
member—visitors are
welcome to share an
angel, too.

Christian Education
& DISCIPLESHIP
Ladies Bible Study
By Jeny Williams

Bible in one year
The Monday Night Ladies
Bible Study continues during November and December. Some members will

dine
with
the
Alpha
group and
then break to
complete their
commitment to read the whole
Bible in 2010.

New Ladies Bible
Study

contact Jeny Williams or
Betty
Montjoy.

In January we will begin a
new study—Beth Moore’s
Esther: It’s Tough Being a
Woman. If you’d like a copy
of the workbook that goes
along with this study,

We will
continue
to meet on
Monday
nights.

Overview of Christian education, discipleship,
and youth programs
Age Group
Babies and Children (up to age 3)
Children (age 3-fifth grade
Children (first-fifth grades
Youth (sixth-twelfth grades)
Youth (sixth-twelfth grades)
Adults
Youth (sixth-twelfth grades)
Adults
All ages
Women of all ages
Men of all ages

Program
Nursery
DiscipleTown
Ignition
Mobility
Sunday School

Meeting Times
Sundays, 9:00 am-12:00 noon
Sundays, following Children’s Time
Sundays, 5:30-7:00 pm
Wednesdays, 5:30-7:30 pm
Sundays, 11:00 am-12:00 noon

Alpha

Mondays, 6:00-7:30 pm

Contact
Wendy Mouner
Linda Payne
Liz Gross
Liz Gross
Liz Gross
Linda Payne
Linda Payne or Pastor Mark Renn

Closely Knit
Women’s Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study

Thursdays, 6:00-7:30 pm
Mondays, 7:00-8:00 pm
Every other Saturday, 9:00-10:00 am

Laura Anderson
Jeny Williams or Betty Montjoy
Donnie Garner or Jerry Williams
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Who’s THAT in the
background?
background?*
By Nedra Bloom
Benny Harden well remembers when he first heard of the
problem of homelessness
twenty or thirty years ago,
thinking about all those
churches. “I’d say, ‘there’s a
roof; there are walls; why not
there?’”
The difference between him
and the woman who founded
Interfaith Hospitality Network
(IHN)/Family Promise is that
she had the same thought and
put it into action, he said.
He’ll never have the satisfaction of solving the problem, he
said, but he can always be part
of the solution.
He and team members
Joan Rommes and Mary
Mastrangelo have worked for
five years now—much of it
with the support of Sierra
Edwards—to make sure Providence offers hospitality to
homeless families.
Joan, at home waiting for her
broken ankle to heal, remembers how former Pastor Roy
and Bev Schneider mentioned
the program to her and asked
whether she’d be interested in
heading up the Providence
effort. With her background in
social services, it seemed like a
good fit, so she and her team
surveyed the congregation,
discovering that there were
adequate volunteers to staff a
week each quarter.

IHN Team members (L–R) Joan Rommes, Sierra Edwards, Mary Mastrangelo, and Benny Harden
pose in August 2007 with the IHN participation and Inspire by Example Heart of Gold plaques that
Providence received from Family Promise.
Over the past five years, the
program has helped 200
individuals, including 140
children, she said, reading
statistics from the most
recent IHN/Family Promise
newsletter. Thirty-four of
those children were under
five. Most stayed with the
program for 90 days or
more. In twelve of the families, at least one parent was
employed when they
needed help; another 33
found work while with the
program.
“These are people who have
had bad luck,” said Mary.
“Many of them have jobs;
they just want to get back

into their home. Many are
churched. All have children.
It’s a touching process—
seeing what they have to go
through to keep their families together.”
“These are people who are
trying to help themselves,”
Mary added. “Everybody’s
been in a situation where
you’ve felt overwhelmed.
Imagine—where would you
go?”
IHN/Family Promise provides more than a bed and a
roof—overnight host
churches provide meals,
companionship, and encouragement. During the day,

while children are in school,
programs at Central Presbyterian Church teach job
skills, parenting skills, anger
management, and more.
For about a year, Redeemer
Episcopal Church has
assisted Providence with the
four host weeks a year.
When Redeemer’s new
building opened, they asked
to reverse the roles, so they
now host and Providence
supports.
After she saw the new facilities at Redeemer—especially
the big, well-equipped
(See “Who’s that?” on page 10)

*providing hospitality
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(Who’s that?” from page x)

Over the past year, Ken Shaw breathed new life into our
church library, updating our resources and writing book
reviews for the newsletter. I hope that his reviews helped
make people aware of the resources in our library.
It is my hope that this connection can continue. I would like
to encourage all members to consider writing book reviews
for the newsletter. I will begin by offering comments on two
books I have recently finished. Please pick something from
the library, read it, and share your thoughts with our church
family through this newsletter.

Same Kind of
Different As Me

need to read this book, and I
am very glad that I did!

Ron Hall and Denver
Moore

In it, the lives of two men
unfold and come together in
a remarkable way through
the faithful action of one
woman. This true story
looks at the multifaceted
problem of homelessness
from two very different perspectives. At it’s heart, it is a
story about redemption, following where God is leading, and taking risks in order
to allow God to work in
beautiful ways.

For almost a year, people
have been telling me that I

(“Who’s that?” from page 9)
kitchen—Joan said she was
delighted that they would
take the hosting lead. Providence volunteers need a
break, anyway, she said, and
the two churches will revisit
who’s hosting and who’s
helping each year.

I hope to use this book for an
upcoming Pastor’s Study
session, as I believe it will
strengthen our church’s and
our individual response to
the homeless people in our
community. I highly

Many Providence folks have
continued their regular
responsibilities, she said.
Benny continues to serve as
an overnight host; Mary continues to wash laundry.
Even Providence’s Boy
Scout Troop 292 continues to
serve a meal once each IHN
week, Joan said.

recommend that you pick up a
copy of this book, begin reading it, and join us for a discussion in the near future.

The Devil in Pew
Number Seven
Rebecca Nichols Alonzo

leading up to a tragic attack
on her family.
As the story of a modern day
persecution unfolds before
the reader, Rebecca honestly
reveals her anger, resentment, fear and, ultimately,
her desire to forgive her
family’s attacker.
This is an important
recounting of a period in the
author’s life that could have
led her to bitterness and animosity, but instead leads her
to a place of forgiveness,
grace, and a willingness to
offer Christian love. This
book is a beautiful testament
to the power of Christ’s
grace in our lives and
reminds us of the dangers
and blessings associated
with serving the Lord.

Judy Nichols brought this
book into my office in order
to share with me a true story
from the Nichols family
history.

The author is the niece of
Richard and Judy Nichols.
We hope to have Rebecca
join us sometime to share
her story in worship.

In this powerful and at times
disturbing true story, Rebecca
Nichols Alonzo retells from
her perspective the events

Being part of IHN is important
not just to the families, but to
our Providence family as well,
Joan said. “We’re able to demonstrate our belief that God
expects us to love our neighbor, and we’re able to show an
open warm acceptance of people that are in distress.”
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“You meet some really
amazing people,” said
Benny. Many people volunteer, expecting to be a blessing to those they serve, he
said, but you come away
“not feeling as much like as
blessing as much as being
blessed.”

MAKING STRIDES
AGAINST BREAST CANCER
By Michelle Nall
On Saturday, October 30,
Team Bosom Buddies from
Providence spent the beautiful, chilly morning walking
in the 5-mile Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer Walk
through the streets of Downtown Mobile with over 9000
other walkers.
It was a delightful walk as
local cheerleaders, families
sitting on their pink-

adorned front porches, and
many survivors, unable to
make the walk, cheered us
along the way.
Thank you to the numerous
groups who handed us
water at the mile markers!
The American Cancer Society has reported that Baldwin/Mobile County raised
over $325,000! As a team, we
raised about $900 (a 12.5%
increase over last year), so

we would like to send out a
very special heartfelt thanks
to our families, friends, and
church family for all your
support!!
Thanks to God for a wonderful
day! It was inspiring and
empowering, and I hope more
of you will join us next year!
God Bless!
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(Clockwise from left): Jean
Fuerst and Jennie Gross
(neighbors of Pam Garner),
Pastor Mark Renn, Lori
Seman, Laura Fletcher, Amy
Messer, Myra Roebuck, Nancy
Creekmore, Michelle Nall,
Hillary Odom, Leah Andrews,
Myrna Andrews, Maria
Weaver Gomez, April Phebus
and son A.J. Boyd, Stephanie
Renn, Matthew Renn, Pam
Garner

Scoutmaster update

values that are taught in
scouting.

By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster

The troop held a “Scout
Fair” on Saturday, October
October has been a fun month 30 at the church. This scout
of camping and learning new fair was open to all Cub
skills. The troop had a joint
Scouts and Webelos to procampout with fourth- and
vide them an opportunity to
fifth-grade Cub Scouts, who
learn about Boy Scouting.
are called “Webelos.” The pur- They were involved in activpose of this campout was to
ities such as knot tying, repshow the Webelos what Boy
tile study, first aid, learning
Scouting is about. They had an how to raise/lower/fold the
opportunity to camp with the American Flag, cook over a
troop, learn how to pitch a
fire, and much more. Everytent, put up a dining fly, and
one had a lot of fun.
tie knots. In addition, they
were involved in a bike relay
However, this was not just
race and went fishing. We
an opportunity for the Cub
caught many fish, including
Scouts. It was also an opporbream, bass, and tilapia. Many tunity for Troop 292 Boy
were cleaned and taken home Scouts to plan such an activfor a delicious meal.
ity, teach the skills and, in
general, demonstrate leaderIt is hoped that this type of
ship. This is just one way
activity will encourage young that fun activities are used to
Cub Scouts or “Webelos” to
teach our scouts about
stay in scouting when they
responsibility and leaderleave the fifth grade. Too
ship.
many scouts drop out at this
time and miss out on years of November will be an excitfun activities and leadership
ing month in Scouting. The
development.
100th Anniversary of Boy
Scouting in America will
Some scouts attended a School hold a celebration at BattleBoard meeting to learn about
ship Memorial Park during
how the School Board functhe weekend before Thankstions and how to be a good cit- giving. It is anticipated that
izen by being involved in
over 2,000 Cub and Boy
meetings such as the School
Scouts will camp at the park
Board. These scouts are work- to celebrate this milestone in
ing on a merit badge called,
Scouting.
“Citizenship in the Community.” A lot of focus is put on
Thanks again for your supcitizenship in the community, port of Troop 292.
nation, and world in hopes
that our scouts will make a difference if they become
involved and demonstrate the
• page 12 •

Previous page and above: Scout Fair • Below: Boy Scout- Webelos campout
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Youth yard sale—October 23
Thanks to your generous donations of merchandise, the youth
raised $359.50 at the yard sale on Saturday, October 23 and also
donated two pickup truck loads to Good Will.

Above (clockwise from left): Joshua Andrews, Allison Gross, Leah
Andrews, Brian Kane, Lydia Gross • Above right (L-R): Jude Mosley,
Dean Gross • Below (L-R): Joshua Andrews, Melodi Hacker, Lydia
Gross, Matthew Renn, Allison Gross, Dean Gross, Leah Andrews •
Right (rear, L-R): Melodi Hacker, Ryan Mouner; (middle, L-R):
Joshua Andrews, Jude Mosley, Lydia Gross, Dean Gross, Allison
Gross, Leah Andrews; (front): Brian Kane
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Above left: Dean Gross checking out the merchandise • Above center: Melodi Hacker bringing out the merchandise • Above right: Lydia
Gross hawking the merchandise (no, wait, that’s a dove) • Photos by Melodi Garner and Ken Gadomski

Who’s behind the
pumpkin?

Who’s behind the
pumpkin?

Answers in next month’s
newsletter.
• page 15 •

Sunset sailing aboard the Joshua—October 3
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Previous page—Top left: The Joshua at port
in Point Clear • Top right (L-R): Brett
Esneul, Marlene Taylor, Kathy Taylor •
Center left (L-R): Barbara Fitzpatrick, Debbie
Simmons, Betty Montjoy, Jeny Williams •
Center right (L-R): Les Taylor, Bill Berry,
Larry Williams • Bottom left (L-R): Les
Taylor (partially hidden, Brett Esneul,
Barbara Fitzpatrick, Jessi Gadomski, Jeny
Williams, two Joshua crew members, Josh
Mosley, Betty Montjoy, Marlene Taylor •
Bottom right (L-R): Sam Hannan and Joshua
Andrews hoist sail while a Joshua crew
member and Jude Mosley watch •This page—
Top left: Jude Mosley • Top center (L-R): Max
Hannan, Jeny Williams • Top right: Joshua
Andrews • Left (L-R): Marlene Taylor,
Joshua Captain Carol Bramlett • Right: Josh
Mosley • Below: Jessi Gadomski • Below right
(L-R): Sam Hannan, Curtis Andrews •
Photos by Barbara Fitzpatrick and Ken
Gadomski
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Left (L-R): Max
Hannan and Jude
Mosley raise a toast
while Jeny Williams
observes • Right
(L-R): Max Hannan
and Jude Mosley check
out what’s below deck
• Below left (L-R):
Linda Payne, Jeny
Williams • Below
right (L-R): Jude
Mosley, Max
Hannan, Barbara
Fitzpatrick • Bottom:
Sunset caught by
Barbara Fitzpatrick
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Session Activities
September 19
Session meeting
Contributed by Steve
Crenshaw, Acting Clerk of
Session
 Approved the minutes of
the July 11 Stated Session
meeting.

childcare provision and to
provide synergy in combining meetings to
achieve economical childcare. Childcare is
currently provided on
Monday nights (Alpha),
Wednesday nights
(Mobility and Choir), and
Thursday nights (Closely
Knit).

 Were read a letter from
 Were informed that the
Midshipman John
Alpha Program is going
Curtis Andrews to the
well and that several visSession and Church memitors have also been
bership in general,
attending regularly.
thanking them for their
prayers and support.
 Agreed that an Elder
Nominating Committee
 Were read a letter from
should be established in
George Hamilton, thankNovember in order to
ing the Church for their
allow enough time to
support and assistance
establish the slate of
during the recent months.
incoming elders, so an
 Were informed that the
elder training course
annual staff performance
may be provided prior to
evaluations are due. The
ordination/installation.
Administration Team was
requested to use the stan-  Reviewed the church
calendar.
dard evaluation tools in
order to obtain congrega-  Were requested to send
tion-wide input to assist
calendar updates to the
in scoring the evaluations.
Church office as soon as
 Were informed that the
Administration Team
would be meeting with
the new and existing
Nursery Workers to
review standard policies
and procedures as well as
to gain their input in an
effort to maintain and
improve the Nursery.
 Were informed that the
Administration Team
would be reviewing the
Church calendar of routine evening meetings to
assist in administering

possible for publication.
 Approved a motion to
approve the Treasurer’s
Report.
 Were informed by the
Youth Elder that Providence is currently
working with Overlook
Presbyterian to explore
ways in which we may
expand and merge the
youth groups at the two
churches.
 Were informed by
the Youth Elder that

attendance at Mobility
has been very good.

elements, such as puppets
and story time.

 Were informed by the
 Discussed the possibility of
Worship Elders that the
holding small group leadbaptismal font has a hairership workshops during
line crack that will very
the Advent season to better
likely require repair prior
equip small group leaders.
to the next baptism.
 Discussed the high atten Were advised that the
dance level at the recent
Administrative Assisbaseball game outing,
tant has requested
observing that this outing
vacation October 11-14.
was a good example of an
outreach and fellowship
 Approved a motion to
opportunity.
have the Administrative
Assistant formulate a
 Were informed by the
“training document” that
Evangelical Missions Elder
includes a schedule of
that the Team is continuing
routine daily and weekly
to evaluate and implement
responsibilities in order
a number of outreachto properly direct tempobased projects and straterary or volunteer
gies and that it is also
workers as necessary due
working with Acts 16:5 to
to scheduled or unschedenhance small group and
uled potential absences.
community building.
 Were informed that the
 Were requested by the
Administration Team
Stewardship Elder to comwould be meeting during
plete their “budget wish
the week of September 23.
lists” ASAP to assist in 2011
budget planning.
 Were informed by the
Christian Education
 Were updated by the StewElder that the Alpha proardship Elder on the
gram has been impleprogress of the upcoming
mented and that it conFall Festival.
sists of Christian education, community involvement, meal sharing, and
small group discussion.
It presents excellent outreach opportunities and
lasts 10 weeks.
 Were informed by the
Christian Education
Elder that DiscipleTown
development and creative artwork are ongoing. The program
will include pre-school
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Condolences

Worship service volunteers schedule

To Myrna and
Curtis Andrews
and Family

By Mary Mastrangelo, Worship Team
Date
November 7

Liturgist
Nedra Bloom

November 14

Don Bloom

November 21

Jerry Williams

November 28

Tom Fletcher

 On the death of Myrna’s
uncle, William Hayes, on
October 14

(“Kairos,” from page 20)
year at Holman Correctional
Center outside Atmore, AL.
Although Kairos Death Row
is basically the same as the
Kairos retreats held in nonDeath Row institutions.
there are some differences.
Due to space limitations, the
number of participants for a
weekend has been reduced
from 42 to 12. In addition,
time constraints have shortened the weekend from
three-and-a-half days to
three days.
So far 148 of the approximately 180 Alabama Death
Row inmates have participated in a Kairos Death
Row.
More information about
Kairos can be found on
the internet at
kairosprisonministry.org.

Communion
Intinction
Larry Montjoy
Don Purvis

Ushers
Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Mary Mastrangelo
Joan Rommes
Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck
Jerry Williams
TBA

Graham Hayes
C.J. Kriner
Mary Mastrangelo
Stephanie Renn

Chickasaw Civic
Theater
No Sex Please - We’re British
will be presented at the
Chickasaw Civic Theater on
November 12, 13, 14, 19, 20,
and 21. For reservations go
to www.cctshows.com or
call (251) 457-8887.
 Don Bloom—Leslie
Bromhead (Francis
Hunter’s husband’s boss)
and set construction
 Nedra Bloom—Director,
set construction, and
publicity
 Ken Gadomski—Scenic
artist and set construction
 Allison Moss (former
Providence member and
daughter of Pam
Garner)—Barbara
 Lori Seman—Newlywed
Francis Hunter (female
lead) and set construction

“Not what we say about our blessings, but how we use
them, is the true measure of our thanksgiving.”
—W.T. Purkiser
• page 20 •

Debbie Purvis
Don Purvis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor
Betty Blakeman
Al Drinovsky
Michelle Nall
TBA

November 2010
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

11:00 am
Sunday School

2

3

Friday

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

5:30 pm
Worship Team

6:00 pm
Closely Knit

7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

Election Day

5:30 pm
Mobility

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

8:00 pm
Marksmen (at
the Renn home)

Barbara
Fitzpatrick
Stephen
Fitzpatrick
Marlene Taylor

8

9

Saturday

4

6:00 pm
Alpha Course

7
9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

Thursday

10

5
November 5-6
Youth mission
trip to New
Orleans

6
No well this
month
(Noel next
month)

Church office
closed

11

12

6:00 pm
Alpha Course

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Knit

Church office
closed

7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

Sharon
Crenshaw
Myra Roebuck

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Renee Knowles

13
10:00 am 2:00 pm
Community Fall
Festival

Linda Crossley
Vada May Taylor

5:30 pm
Ignition
Daylight Saving
Time ends—”Fall
back” 1 hour

14

15

9:30 am
Worship

6:00 pm
Alpha Course

11:00 am
Sunday School

7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

12:10 pm
Session

16
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

17

18

19

5:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Closely Knit

Church office
closed

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

November 19-21
Kairos Death
Row #13

8:00 pm
Marksmen (at
the Renn home)

5:30 pm
Ignition

20

Gene Crossley
Liz Gross

Operation
Christmas Child
shoe boxes due

21
9:30 am
Worship—
Communion
After service
Youth bake sale

22
6:00 pm
Alpha Course

23
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

24

25

26

6:00 pm
Thanksgiving
Eve service

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Church office
closed

Thanksgiving

Jessi Gadomski

7:00 pm
Choir

Church office
closed

11:00 am
Sunday School

27
2:00–4:00 pm
Hanging of the
greens, sharing
of the Christmas
snacks, and
singing of the
carols

5:30 pm
Ignition
Buddy Low

28
9:30 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School

29
7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

30

1

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

5:30 pm
Mobility

Josh Mosley

7:00 pm
Choir

First Sunday in
Advent

2
6:00 pm
Evangelical
Missions Team
6:00 pm
Closely Knit
7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting
8:00 pm
Marksmen (at
the Renn home)
Benny Harden
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3
Church office
closed

4
5:30 pm
the well

P
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Mobile, AL 36695
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The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. —Psalm 126:3

Thanksgiving
Eve
Service
Wednesday, November 24, 6:00 pm

