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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

Grow in small ways
Whether you know them as
small groups, life groups,
nurture groups or accountability groups, we have all at
one time or another heard
about the formation or success of the small group
dynamic within the church.
At its very heart, the small
group is practical. It allows
people the space, time, and
ability to share and reflect
with other people on the
challenges and excitement
that fill our lives. If our only
chance to grow in discipleship and
spiritual
knowledge is in
worship on
Sunday
mornings, we
are missing out
on a lot.
While singing,
experiencing the sacraments, and hearing the
Scripture read and
preached are all good things,
several key components are
missing: the time to reflect,
process, and share what you
are learning with others.

In the midst of a small group
gathering, people are given
the opportunity to share life,
not just a row of seats in the
sanctuary. Speaking of his
own experience, Stan Ott
writes, “We learned to speak
of spiritual things to one
another and became much
more willing and able to
speak of Jesus Christ to
others in our homes and
workplaces. Together we
discovered the joy of being
disciples.”1

This time to grow in discipleship outside of worship creates lasting connections that
go beyond the time of meeting
together. Small groups can
become a kind of church in
and of themselves—a place
where people grow, laugh,
share, pray, and equip one
another for a life of following
Christ.
With Stan, I believe that
“building relationships is fundamental to building disciples.
And, in unique fashion, the
small group
aims primarily
to build and
deepen relationships: both
between every
member and God
and between every
member and each
other.” If we lack relationships with brothers
and sisters in Christ, we are
much weaker when we face
the various trials and tribulations of life.
Bound together for whatever
reason, groups of people are
more resilient than individuals
in any situation. We have

every reason to believe that
this logic also applies to our
spiritual lives. It is “in the
small group [that] we witness how individual members, each possessing gifts
by the Holy Spirit, work in
unity as the Body of Christ.”
This shared experience of
understanding what you
and others bring to the
group makes every member
stronger.
This environment is also
very conducive to Kingdom
growth and outreach:
“Small groups are essential
for consistent spiritual
growth . . . because small
groups provide a vehicle for
positive, nonthreatening
accountability in the spiritual life.” If done correctly,
small groups can become a
perfect entry point for seekers and new believers. While
it is great to hear a sermon
on a topic, it is even more
effective to discuss with others our struggles and successes with a given area of
our spiritual life. Small
groups can also be structured in ways that bring
(See “Pastor” on page 3)
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Sunset on Mobile Bay
Remember when—April 24, 2004

By Betty Montjoy
Have you ever seen the sunset on Mobile Bay? If not,
you will have a chance to see
it if you are sailing with us
on the Joshua on Saturday,
April 24.
This time we will be leaving
from the marina at the
Grand Hotel in Point Clear.
We may even get to see Middle Bay Lighthouse.
We will be boarding at
4:45 pm and leaving at
5:00 pm. If you are not there
on time, you can wave at us
as we leave. We will sail
until about 7:30 pm.Afterwards we can have dinner at
one of the restaurants
around Fairhope.
We are planning on meeting
at the church at 3:15 pm and
leaving by 3:30 pm.
The cost is $25 per person.
There is a sign-up sheet in
the Narthex. Come have fun
with God's flock.
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(“Pastor,” from page 1)

be a resource and vital
encourager, not the sole propeople in similar life circumvider of care and discipleship.
stances together. In this way,
the small group offers
Our church has been adherinstant relevance and crediing to this model in a numbility for someone looking to
ber of ways since we started,
grow in their faith.
so this information is nothing new. What is needed is a
Two of the major themes
fresh reminder that our
within the missional church
church will grow stronger
movement are relevance and
and healthier only as more
diversification. As the
and more people become
church begins to exist in and
active in creating, attending,
through the various small
and leading small groups.
groups that begin to
develop, people are given a
Members and visitors at
whole new level of access to
Providence know the benespiritual and pastoral care
fits that small groups can
than existed when they just
bring, but it can be hard to
attended on Sunday mornfind one that feels right. For
ings. In many cases, Ott
newcomers, it is always difwrites, “quite literally the
ficult to join an existing
small group becomes pastor
group—even if that group is
to its members—especially
sincere in its desire to welas participants practice burcome others.
den bearing (Galatians 6:2)
and stretcher bearing (Mark
Over the years, the number
2:1-12) and lift one another to
of groups available to our
the Lord,” and this is a good
members and visitors has
thing.
dwindled, and I am feeling
led to suggest that now is the
In the old way of thinking,
time to revitalize this comwhere the pastor was the beponent of our ministry at
all and end-all of pastoral
Providence. So, now that the
care in a church, a pastor
case has been made for the
would be threatened by a
reason for small groups, I
statement such as this one.
would like to offer some
But in the missional and
direction, guidance, and
transformational church, the
encouragement.
ideas that members minister
to one another is a sign of
1. Small groups have to be
health and vitality within a
relevant, diverse, and
church, not a sign that the
available at a variety of
minister is absent.
different times.
As small groups begin to
better understand the struggles and needs of others in
the group, they are better
equipped to nurture, grow,
and support one another,
calling upon the pastor for
support and guidance only
as needed. In this way, the
members of the church grow
in their ability to serve each
other as Christ would,
allowing the minister to

2. New groups should be
forming constantly, and
existing groups should
split when the group
becomes too large. The
goal is not to create a
group that lasts forever,
but a church full of people who desire to see
growth in themselves
and others.

experiences, common interests,
age/gender specifications, and
any other criteria. Some groups
can be open to
anyone while
others might specifically focus on
designations,
such as young
adults, cancer
survivors, people
who play golf,
single older adults, structured around service/mission projects, etc. The basic
idea is that there would be
a group for everyone, and
if you don’t feel like one
fits you, then create one!
“No one invited me” is not
a valid excuse—everyone
is called to create!
4. These should grow naturally and organically, but
also intentionally. No one
would expect our community garden to produce
vegetables on its own; there
has to be a plan and an initial effort to sow the right
seeds. Small groups work
the same way. Once you
plant the seed, the group
grows naturally, but you
have to make the initial
effort to get it started growing in the right direction.
5. This is not something that
needs Session approval or
permission from the Christian Education department. All it takes is a
member making a decision to start a small group
and letting the leadership
know when you plan to
meet and how we can help.

that they are excited
about as long as the
group time includes
some element of study,
prayer, and fellowship.
Groups are also welcome
to use the “word-shareprayer” method, which
is a one-page devotional
that requires no preparation time but allows
everyone to participate
and reflect on a passage
of Scripture. These can
be available via email
from the pastor.
I hope you’re hearing the
message that we are trying
to set you free to create
groups that are significant
and meaningful in your
lives. We want to remove the
boundaries and barriers, and
in their place give you direction and encouragement. As
you begin getting creative,
let me know what groups
you have in mind, and we
will highlight and advertise
them in the bulletin, newsletter, and worship. Take courage and be creative in
forming groups that bind
people together in the common cause of serving Christ
and living the abundant life.

6. Groups should meet in a
In Christ Alone,
variety of locations, including homes, coffee shops,
and restaurants.
1
7. Groups can use any curric- All quotes from the
pamphlet Small Group Life
3. Groups should be
ulum, Bible study, or book
by E. Stanley Ott.
formed around shared
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By Mary Mastrangelo,
Worship Elder

be by intinction, and Pastor
Mark will share a message.

The following list introduces
you to the many events that
will be occurring during
Holy Week.

At the end of the service, we
will move out to playground
area to join around a bonfire,
much as the Christians did so
many centuries ago.

And yet all these activities
are overshadowed by the
remembrance and knowledge of our Saviour’s sacrifice for each of us and God’s
great love for Jesus to raise
him from the grave, so each
of us has this same blessing.

Maundy Thursday
Our Maundy Thursday Service on April 1 at 6:00 pm
will be inspirational and
moving. It was all this last
year for me, and I am looking forward to it again.
As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet that day, we will
have the opportunity to do
the same for each other. It is
a humbling experience and
thought-provoking
moment. Communion will

Good Friday
On Good Friday, April 2, the
church will be open from 12:00
noon until 6:00 pm for mediation, prayer, and a meaningful
PowerPoint presentation that

will play continuously. You
are encouraged to come at
your convenience and spend
time with your thoughts
about Jesus’ last day before
His resurrection on Easter.

Some seating will be provided.

Pancake Breakfast

The youth will be cooking
and serving a pancake
breakfast as a fundraiser folEaster Sunrise
lowing the Sunrise Service.
Service
They will be “Easter egg hiders,” too, for the hunt that
Easter Sunrise Service will
begin at 6:30 am. This year it will start after our Easter
will be at the foot of our out- Worship Service.
door cross. There will be a
Easter Worship
grand view of the sunrise.

Service

Worship Service will
Now if we died with Christ, we believe Easter
begin at 9:30 am and will
that we will also live with him. For we include some special music
by the Praise Band, Choir,
know that since Christ was raised from and other church musicians.
the dead, he cannot die again; death no
Easter Egg Hunt
longer has mastery over him. The death
The Easter Egg Hunt will
he died, he died to sin once for all; but the begin after Easter Worship
All children
life he lives, he lives to God. In the same Service.
through fifth grade are
way, count yourselves dead to sin but invited. Bring your parents,
a friend, a basket, and a plate
alive to God in Christ Jesus.
of goodies to share with
everyone.
—Romans 6:8–11
• page 4 •

Holy Week Events
 April 1, 6:00 pm—Maundy
Thursday Service
 April 2, 12:00–6:00 pm—
Sanctuary open for
meditation and prayer
 April 4, 6:30 am—Sunrise
Service
 April 4, 7:15 am—Pancake
Breakfast Youth Fundraiser
 April 4, 9:30 am—Easter Worship
Service
 April 4, 10:45 am—Easter Egg
Hunt
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MISSION
By Jerry Williams, Mission
Coordinator

One Great Hour of
Sharing
Our designated giving for
Missions in April will be the
One Great Hour of Sharing.
The offering will be gathered
on Easter Sunday. Our gifts
support ministries of disaster response, refugee assistance, and community
development.
Our Presbytery knows firsthand the need for disaster
relief as we have received
help after hurricanes in the
past. This and other experiences make this a very
important mission.

By Teressa Ramsey,
Executive Director, Family
Promise of Coastal Alabama,
Inc.

IHN news & update
Done in a Day
Great News! Family Promise
was picked as one of the Junior
League’s “Done in a Day”
projects. On Saturday, March
20, the Junior League worked
with volunteers (such as
church volunteers and Board
members) to transform our
laundry room and improve
our walls.

Dancing with the Media
We are gearing up for our
spring fundraiser “Dancing

with the Media” on Saturday, April 24, 6:00 pm, at
Dauphin Way United Methodist Church, and we and
need large (32 oz) plastic
yogurt, cottage cheese, and
sour cream containers for the
centerpieces. Lids would be
helpful, but not necessary. If
you have these items, please
drop them by the Day Center.
Once again, we will have a
pasta challenge, and this year
the contest will actually be
judged! Please call our office
and let us know what to
expect from your congregation. This was a tremendous
fundraiser for us last year
and we are hopeful it will be
even more so this year.

Update
Our IHN continues to be
full, and we receive more
calls for assistance everyday.
All four of our families are
getting closer to moving into
housing everyday. Thank
you for offering them such
tremendous support during
their temporary displacement from a home!
Camilla (son Henry), Cassie
(grandson Devon), and
Kathryn (sons Tristin and
Gage) all contacted our
office last week and wanted
us to let you all know how
much they appreciated the
hospitality extended to
them. All three families are
in housing and doing well.

Please take the time to careful consider this mission.

LPGA Tournament
Another opportunity to
serve will be the LPGA Tournament. In May members of
our church will marshall a
hole to help in this important
community activity.
If you are interested in
helping contact me.

Front row (L–R): Melodie Garner, Frankie Garner, Melodi Hacker, Patti Hacker; Middle row (L–R):
Linda Payne, Wendy Mouner, Debbie Smith, Mary Mastrangelo, Betty Montjoy; Back row (L–R):
Ryan Mouner, Brian Kane, Benny Harden, Donnie Garner. Not pictured: Pastor Mark Renn.
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MISSION
Youth Weekend Mission Retreat—February 19–21
By Leah Andrews
The Presbytery Youth
Retreat was an amazing
experience that opened our
eyes to the mission we have
as Christians. The weekend
was filled with new friendships, delicious food, and
“energizing” types of cheerful worship.
As we volunteered at The
Light of the Village Christian
ministry in Alabama Village,
we were reminded of our
freedom to serve one
another in love. We joined
together to repaint the building and clean up the community; however, playing with
the children seemed to make
the greatest impact on us.
The creators of The Light of
the Village are John and
Dolores Eads. In Sunday’s

service we received a sermon from a former gang
member in East Los Angeles
who now participates in a
Christian-influenced ministry called Homeboy Industries of East LA.

Over the weekend Leah
Andrews, my sister Allison,
and I made a ton of new
friends who live all over
Alabama. It was a fun experience, and it taught me that I
am FREE TO SERVE.

During this experience, I can
personally say that I grew
closer to God as I realized
that He has made me Free to
Serve (Galatians 5:13).

I hope to do this sometime
again; I love meeting new people and spreading God’s love
with kindness. During that
weekend, I learned that when
you go on a mission trip or to a
youth retreat, take what you
learned out into the world and
not forget about it. That weekend will be a memory in my
mind for a long time.

By Lydia Gross
The youth of Providence
Presbyterian went to Spring
Hill Presbyterian to join
other Presbytery youth. We
helped out in Prichard at a
place called The Light of the
Village. There we painted
their building, played with
the children, and made delicious cotton candy!

Above—Front: Myra Roebuck; Second row (L-R): Joshua
Andrews, Dean Gross, Kelsey Fredelake, Alli Wolf, Aly Ery; Last
row (L-R): Brian Kane, Hollis, Lydia Gross, Leah Andrews, Laura
Kennedy, Mitchell Wolf. Photos by Allison and Lydia Gross.
• page 7 •

Above: Leah Andrews • Below:
Group in front of the building
they painted • Bottom: Group
in front of the Bullard Building
at Spring Hill Presbyterian
Church

A new direction for
Death Row Kairos
By Benny Harden, Prison
Ministry Coordinator
There is some good news to
report concerning Holman
Death Row Kairos—as of
November 2009 we have, in
a sense, completed the initial
goal of bringing God’s word
to those on Death Row at
Holman Prison.
I say “in a sense” because
not all inmates on Death
Row were able to attend a
weekend due to mental,
behavioral, or health issues.
These inmates, if possible,
are ministered to on an individual basis. Some, unfortunately, are just not
communicative. Still, over
160 death row inmates have
attended a Kairos weekend.
Now, by request of Kairos
Ministries Executive Director John A. Thompson,
Kairos Death Row Holman
has been given the task of
developing a one-day miniretreat for inmates on Death
Row and in maximum security prisons.
These retreats will be
smaller than the three-day
retreats, with just six
inmates, six inside staff, and
three to five outside staff.
They will also serve a dual
purpose: as a renewal for
those who have attended a
traditional weekend and as
an “introduction” to those
inmates who have not but
may do so in the future.

There are some elements of
the larger retreats that will
be retained in the mini
retreats. Cookies will still be
an element, as well as meals
prepared on the outside and
brought in. It has never
ceased to amaze me how a
simple homemade cookie
and a home-cooked meal
serve not only as an icebreaker, but also as a heartopener at these retreats.

short course in Christianity.
These elements will be
retained in the one-day
retreat talks.
Praise and worship music
will also be retained. There
is a fellowship, a connectiveness, if you will, brought
about when praising God
together in song. It is a outlet
for expression for those who
find expression during

I was in prison
and you
visited me.”
—Matthew 25:36
The love that is the essential
ingredient of both cookies
and meals is not something
that we, on the outside, may
easily perceive. The inmates,
however, do, almost universally, realize and are awed
by the love within the food.
Talks will also be given
although not as many, and
they will be shorter. And, of
course, group discussion of
the talks. The traditional
weekend is centered around
introducing the participant
to Christianity and giving a

group discussions difficult,
and it brings cohesion to
those who share in common
life within the prison environment. Also, singing is
FUN!

inmate. Each inmate is presented a personalized paper
bag filled with these letters,
and the staff leaves the room
so they may read the letters in
relative privacy. Tears flow,
and souls are touched.
These are just a few of the
things that will be in the oneday retreat, The inside and
outside staff will be meeting
the first weekend in April to
finalize the format and prepare for the first three one-day
retreats. They will be held concurrently on April 9, 10, and
11. I will be serving on the
inside staff for the retreat on
April 10.
Kairos is a team, and the inside
and outside staffs are part of
that team. The other—and just
as essential—part of the Kairos
team is you, the members of
Providence and the other
home churches of the retreat
staff. The cookies, posters, and
prayers received for each
retreat are so vital to the weekend that the retreat would not
be possible without them. It
just wouldn’t fly.

Saying “thank you” is just
inadequate. I (and the majority
of the inmates) praise God for
Another feature of the tradi- you and your gifts of love.
tional weekend that will be a
part of the one-day retreat is I will be coming before you
the letters of love. These are shortly to ask for your help, for
short, simple, notes of
cookies, and for prayers for the
encouragement and accepupcoming retreats. Please
tance, handwritten by staff
prayerfully consider whether
(and by you, too, if you like) you may be called to particiand expressing love and
pate in this ministry.
encouragement to the
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W
from the

orship Team

MORE CHRISTIAN WAYS
TO REDUCE STRESS

By Mary Mastrangelo,
Worship Elder

secure, extra stamps in
your wallet.

If you think you are still
stressed, read on. This is a
continuation of the ways a
Christian can employ to cut
down on daily stress. How
did you fare with stress
reduction this past month?
It’s not as easy as becoming
stressed, as I have noted.
Here are the next 12 ways on
the list we started in the last
issue of the Providence Press.
13 Have backups—an extra
car key in your wallet, an
extra house key outside
the door someplace,

14 KMS (Keep Mouth Shut)
This single piece of
advice can prevent an
enormous amount of
trouble.
15 Do something for the
“kid” inside you
everyday.

20 Listen to a tape while driving that can help improve
your quality of life.
21 Write down thoughts and
inspirations.
22 Everyday, find time to be
alone.
23 Having problems? Talk to
God on the spot. Try to nip
small problems in the bud.
Don’t wait until it’s time to
go to bed to pray.

16 Carry a Bible to read
while waiting in line.

24 Make friends with Godly
people.

17 Get enough rest.
18 Eat right.
19 Get organized so everything has it place.

We are free to continue to
be stressed to the max, or we
can call on God’s grace and

News
Dean & Lydia
Gross
Dean and Lydia are both
playing soccer at the park on
Leroy Stevens Road. Their
schedule is as follows. All
games are on Saturday, and
all are at 12:45 pm.







April 3
April 10
April 24
May 1
May 8
May 15

mercy to help us help
ourselves.
To be continued next month.

from
the pews

Courtney Duncan
Courtney recently passed all
of her State Board of Cosmetology exams, and she is
now a fully licensed cosmetologist in Alabama.

Myra Roebuck
If you’ve read any article in
the Mobile Press Register
about the Murphy High
School girls’ softball team,
you’ve surely read about
Myra. In fact, last week she
hit a Grand Slam.

The Reverend Toby Mueller
Toby was installed as Designated Pastor at Trinity
Presbyterian Church in Huntsville, AL, on Sunday, March 7.
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PROVIDENCE
FARMS
The Facts
The Farmers
Nine official “growers”:











Pastor Mark Renn
Josh Nottenkamper
Margaret Henderson
Laura Anderson
Sharon Crenshaw
Jerry Williams
Lori Seman
Patsy Russo (wife of
Scoutmaster Manny
Russo)
Bill Berry (with granddaughters Katie, Renee,
and Mykailah)

The Produce
A variety of vegetables and
herbs:






Tomatoes
Squash
Mixed greens
Cucumbers
Beans















Sunflowers
Swiss Chard
Collards
Spinach
Basil
Cilantro
Parsley
Oregano
Sage
Snap peas
Carrots
Onions
Chives

The Mission
Sharing a portion of what is
grown with “Faith By Works”
in Grand Bay and “15 Place” in
downtown Mobile.

The Vision
As of right now, only the beds
that line the sanctuary are
open (partial shade), but we
have plans to build more and
expand within the next few
weeks. When the new beds go
in, we hope to plant a row of

zucchini
and pumpkins
behind the shower house as
well as have room for more
growers.

Pastor Mark has also
spoken with other
churches about
the idea and
had visitors
from Central
Presbyterian out last
week. They
plan to build
a garden in a
donated lot adjacent to their church.
Monnie Anderson at Cottage Hill has also shown
interest in creating a garden
to attract attention and new
people to their church!

Be on the lookout for an article in the weekend section of
the Mobile Press Register,
featuring the vision for the
community garden! Hopefully, when the article prints,
we will have additional
interest and potential for
new growers.

We are also printing t-shirts
to advertise the garden and
what we are doing with it! If
you are interested in purchasing one and becoming a
“walking billboard” for the
“Come Grow With Us”
slogan, please speak with
Pastor Mark.

Sharing the “Wealth”
By Betty Blakeman
A very long time ago, when I
lived in Louisville, Kentucky, and had three small
children, my husband was
out of work, and he planted
a garden with every kind of
vegetable imaginable in this
huge backyard that we had.
The weather that year was
just right for the garden to
flourish, and we had fresh
vegetables practically coming “out of our ears.”

My husband got a job in
Athens, Georgia, and there I
was with a large house, large
plentiful garden, and three
small children plus my job to
take care of. Needless to say,
I did not have time to can or
freeze these vegetables, and
I could not see letting them
go to waste.
So every morning I got on
the bus, going to my job with
two large grocery bags filled
with freshly picked vegetables, and I shared them with

my co-workers. They
were glad to see me
every morning.
I hadn’t thought about
this until the other
morning when
Pastor Mark and I
were talking about
his garden and the
gardens here at Providence. It was wonderful to be able to
share what I had with
others.
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Keeping your green
“green”

a. Save money. You don’t
have to buy trash bags.

By Pastor Mark R. Renn

b. Save time and labor by not
bagging and moving bags
to the curb.

The sun is out, spring rain showers have started, and the grass is
about to start growing. Did you
know that grass is the number
one “crop” in America? More
water, chemicals, and pesticides
are used to produce grass than
any other food or plant. And yet,
for all of the resources that are
put into producing grass, we
don’t do anything with it except
cut and dispose of it. Now certainly, grass has a lovely aesthetic value,
but think about how much time and
effort is expended keeping the lawn in
pristine condition. Then think about how
much fuel is wasted by Americans each
week just to keep it mowed. But regardless of all these facts, we love our
lawns—they are part of the American
landscape. So here are some ways to
“green your lawn” this summer:
1. Mow less. If you add a few days, or
even a week, between your regular
mowing days, you will:

c. Save landfill space. Contrary to popular belief,
organic materials don’t
break down quickly in
landfills because they lack
the oxygen needed to
decompose once the trash is
compacted.
d. Improve the health of your
soil. As the organic material
breaks down on your lawn,
you reduce the need for
artificial fertilizers in future
years.
e. If you can’t stand the sight
of grass clippings
on your lawn,
consider starting
a compost pile,
or bring them to
the church to be
composted in the
community garden
piles.

a. Save gas. This one is fairly
obvious.
b. Save water. Higher grass shades
its own roots, so it is healthier and
requires less water. Also, water in
the morning.
c. Save time. You can invest this in
other household chores and garden projects.
2. Don’t bag your grass clippings.
Most mowers do a great job of
“mulching” the cut grass
enough that you can
leave the clippings
right on your
lawn. This will:
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3. Avoid chemical fertilizers and
pesticides.
a. Save money.
b. Save our waterways and the
quality of our drinking water.
c. Save the beneficial microbes
and worms that thrive in a
natural lawn.
d. Pick large weeds by hand and
add compost to your lawn in
the fall.
4. Have less lawn.
a. Convert areas covered by grass
to gardens.
b. Grow vegetables, herbs, and
wildflowers with your water,
in place of grass.
c. Plant native plants that require
less water and maintenance.
FUN FACT: Did you know? The
author Michael Pollan points
out that our desire to have a
lawn goes back to the time
when people lived in the wilderness, and it was a security measure to have a visible perimeter
around one’s home. Try to
visualize an African savanna.
You wouldn’t want the high
grass growing right up to
your back door—lots of
things could sneak very
close to your home. It’s
kind of like a moat that
you can walk on, a psychological barrier of
protection and comfort zone.

Book reviews by Ken Shaw

Christianity with Power

Healing in the Landscape By Charles H. Kraft
For those times when you wished to
of Prayer
By Avery Brooke
Brooke, an oblate
(layman minister) in
the Order of Holy
Cross, is a teacher at
Berkley Divinity
school at Yale. She is
an author and now a
minister of healing.
By attending a class
on spiritual healing,
she grew from believing that healing was possible to feeling
all Christians ought to be ministers of
healing. One of her first experiences in
seeing healing was with her dog.
The author investigated the history of
healing as she heard nothing of it in her
church experience other than that Jesus
healed. The main reason little was said
in early church history was the belief
that sickness was God’s way to teach
humility. Later, with the Age of
Enlightenment, theologians were
influenced to believe God used medicine to heal. She contends that with the
faith healers as seen on the media, people began to seek resolution to their
problems from the church. She
describes the steps needful to become
effective in ministering healing to the
hurting. Relating to God through
prayer is essential.
The book is interesting as she encounters people with back pain to those
needing deliverance from demons.
This work is definitely an encourager
that healing is possible.

touch a fellow church member and see
him or her cured of a hurtful condition,
this book is for you. This work is an
account of Kraft’s introduction and
practice of praying for those in need.
He begins his work describing the
influence of the Enlightened Age that
produced for the Western thinker the
notion that all is caused naturally. He
says that the Third World thinks in
terms of spirits controlling every
aspect of life. Western Christians have
the mentality that the routines of life
have little to do with spiritual entities.
He identifies himself
as an Evangelical,
but considered the
idea of praying for
healing foreign to his
thinking till he
attended a course
and witnessed many
miraculous cures.
Gradually, he accepted the concept
that Jesus meant what he said when
talking about healing the sick or
demon possessed. “I am not spiritual
enough” and “What if I pray and nothing happens” are a couple of the reasons why Christians hesitate to reach
out. He gives many examples of seeing
those he prayed for free of a variety of
problems.
Kraft gives steps in bringing others to
health and freedom. Theory became
reality as Kraft prayed for the first time
and experienced the joy of seeing
someone healed.Vicariously we grow
with the author as he learns to minister
and grow with his relationship to God.
The day of touching another church
member may be closer than expected.
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Liberated Through
Submission
By P. B. Wilson
The “B” stands for
“Bunny,” which hardly
describes a strong personality who tells of her
struggles with authority. She was a feminist
who came to the Lord
only to be shocked with
the verse telling her to
submit to her husband.
The book is mostly addressed to Christian wives who, as all women, have a
need to control. She says men have a propensity to relax. God’s curse gives husbands control and the need for men to
work. When confronted with authority,
she gives the alternative to being
offended—submit as unto the Lord who
submitted to His Father. She quotes I
Peter 5:6 that says God will exalt us for
our obedience to submit.
A number of questions are answered,
such as how can a wife submit to a husband who refuses to take leadership in
the home. Trusting God to fix wrongs is
her general answer.
Is the basic problem pride? To submit is
to trust God’s word that His control will
liberate us from the need to defend our
rights.

Do you have a book you’ve
finished reading and would
like to share with the
congregation, just leave it in
the Library with a note that
you’re donating the book, and
Librarian Ken Shaw will see
that it gets processed and
properly shelved.

New members Ann Bosarge and Debbie McLendon
By Nedra Bloom
Though they live in different
states, good friends Ann
Bosarge and Debbie McLendon went church hunting
together. It would have been
much more difficult if their
corners of those different
states were more than half a
mile apart.
But Ann, who lives in Grand
Bay, Alabama, can practically step off her front porch
into Mississippi. While
walking her dog across the
state line one day, she met
her neighbor, Debbie, walking her own dogs in the farthest east reaches of Moss
Point, Mississippi.
The two made friends walking their dogs. And as they
walked, they talked about
searching for a new church
home.
Both from Methodist backgrounds, they visited a variety of Methodist churches
and those of other denominations, never quite finding
what they were looking for.
Then one day Ann called
Debbie to say that she’d seen
a little Presbyterian Church
on Schillinger Road, and the
two decided to visit.
“We walked in the door, and
the people were so friendly
we came back and then kept
coming back and then we
joined,” said Debbie.
The two are the newest
members of Providence.
Debbie, a native of Indiana,
first moved to Mississippi as
a late teenager. Her brother,

who lived and worked on
the Mississippi Gulf Coast,
came home for a visit and
encouraged her to come
back with him. She thought
it would be a grand vacation
and went along for the ride.
After a couple of weeks, he
told her one day that he
would pick her up at 11:30.
She figured he had planned
lunch. Instead, he dropped
her off at the employment
office in Pascagoula. When
he picked her up at the end
of the afternoon, she had
lined up a job.
After she married, she and
her husband Randy lived in
West Palm Beach for about
10 years before returning to
Mississippi. She is the community relations manager for
Northrop Grumman, helping them spend corporate
dollars on important causes
in the region and encouraging employees to be involved
in the community.
Northrop Grumman
brought Ann and her family
to the Gulf, too. A native of
Pascagoula, her husband
was working for the firm in
Annapolis, but when they
bought the Mississippi shipyard eight years ago, he took
the opportunity to bring his
family home.
Ann had been a stay-athome mom with her two
kids, Aubrey, now 28, and
Jake, now 22. But when her
son reached middle school,
she went back to school to
earn a teaching degree.
Now she teaches kindergarten in Grand Bay.

Both Ann and Debbie list
dozens of things they like—
Frappuccino and a good
read at Barnes & Noble for
Ann, scrapbooking, yard
work, and playing with the
dogs for Debbie.
But if you work at it, you
can discover the things that
bug them. No canoeing for
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Debbie—just ask her about
that canoe trip in Florida, and
you’ll understand. And don’t
tease Ann about hurricanes.
They had lived here just a
short time when Katrina took
the roof off their house. “We
built back a fort,” she said, but
it doesn’t matter. “I don’t like
hurricanes!”

discipleship
Pastor’s Study—
Missional
Renaissance by
Reggie McNeal
By Pastor Mark Renn
When I met Reggie McNeal
at the WeeKirk conference at
Montreat last October, I was
struck by the simplicity, creativity, and straightforward
nature of his charge to the
church. What he says is
essentially this:
 Get out there and be a
part of what God is
already doing in the
world.
 Go to where people are broken
and hurting, and
you will find
Christ there.
 The church of
God doesn’t have a
mission; the mission of
God has a church.
 And, finally, the missional
church movement is
about the people of God
partnering with God in
His redemptive mission
for the world.
Following the keynote discussions he gave throughout
the weekend, I had the
chance to sit down with him
and discuss some of the
ways Providence was
already implementing some
of his strategies. While many
of the churches represented

at the conference were
unable to make the shift in
thinking past simply staying
afloat and keeping the doors
open, I was proud to share
with him that we are a
church that “gets it.”
He recommended that our
church continue to grow in
our understanding of what
is needed to minister effectively beyond our walls by
studying his recently
released book, Missional
Renaissance. Please
join us for

this
exciting
discussion and
brainstorming opportunity along
these themes.
We will meet
Tuesdays,
April 6 and 20,
and May 4 at Panera Bread
on Schillinger Road from
6:00–7:00 pm.

questions that churches needed to
entertain to begin to think about
who they are and what they are
doing; in Missional Renaissance, he shows them the three
significant shifts in their thinking
and behavior that they need to
make that will allow leaders to
chart a course toward being missional: (1) from an internal to an
external focus, ending the church
as exclusive social club model; (2)
from running programs and ministries to developing people as its
core activity; and (3) from professional leadership to
leadership that is shared by everyone in the community.”
The book is filled with in-depth
discussions of what it means to
become a missional congregation
and important information on
how to make the transition. With
an understanding of the nature of
the missional church and the
practical suggestions outlined in
this book, church leaders and
members will be equipped to move

into what McNeal sees as the
most viable future for North
American Christianity.
Missional Renaissance offers a
clear path for any leader or congregation that wants to breathe
new life into the church and to
become revitalized as true
followers of Jesus.

ne-Year
Women’s Bible Study

From the Amazon review of the
book:
“Reggie McNeal’s bestseller
The Present Future is the
definitive work on the “missional movement,” i.e., the
widespread movement among
Protestant churches to be less
inwardly focused and more oriented toward the culture and
community around them. In
that book he asked the tough

The women continue to meet in the Conference Room each
Monday night at 7:00 pm as they work toward their goal of
reading the entire Bible in one year.
Even if you miss one (or more) meetings, you are still welcome and encouraged to attend subsequent meetings.
Check the table in the Narthex for a new study guide.
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youth
Providence youth raise funds while
serving with a smile
By Liz Gross, Discipleship
Elder
As our Providence youth prepare for their mission trip to
Austin in June, they are earnestly fundraising to help with
the cost of the trip.
You benefit from these fundraising opportunities by being
able to buy wonderful baked
goods, shop for great bargains
at the yard sale, get your car
washed, and enjoy some wonderful chili (and hopefully
cooking up your own batch).
Here is the schedule of fundraising activities:
 Sunday, April 11—Bake
Sale
 Saturday, April 24,
8:00 am–12:00 noon
Yard Sale and Car Wash

 Sunday, April 25—Bake
Sale
 Saturday, May 1, 5:307:00 pm—Chili Cookoff
 Sunday, May 9—Bake
Sale
 Sunday, May 23—Bake
Sale
 Sunday, June 6—Bake
Sale

Easter
Pancake
Breakfast

All Bake Sales occur
immediately after worship
service.
We are accepting Yard Sale
items at any time. please
place them in Room #1.
Also, start getting your Chili
Cookoff team together for
May 1.
Thank you for helping our
youth raise funds.

VBS scheduled for June 6–10
Vacation Bible School dates
have been set for June 6 – 10.
We will be going on a
High Seas Expedition,
where children and
volunteers will experience the
deep, rolling
waters of
God’s love!
Vacation
Bible School
requires
many

volunteers to make it successful. It is a rich experience
for everyone involved.
Please consider
volunteering your
time and talents to
this important
program.
Contact
VBS
Director,
Liz Gross
(607-7309).
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YOUTH FUNDRAISER
in the Narthex following
Sunrise Service

Who’s THAT in the
background?
background?*
By Nedra Bloom
When people are hungry,
they often turn to the church
for help. And Michelle Nall
likes to make sure there’s
something in the pantry.
For the past year or so, she’s
been the Providence pantry
person – organizing the food
that’s donated and shopping
for needed supplies.
She buys the basics – cereals,
vegetables, and crackers.
She picks up a few personal
hygiene items – bar soap and
toilet paper. And she selects
additional items designed
for a household that may not
have milk and eggs in the
fridge. “I try to buy things
that don’t require eggs and
milk to cook them,” she said,
choosing instead mixes that
need only water—pasta and
pancake mix and Hamburger Helper.
Ground beef is the only
perishable she buys, and
she boosts it by selecting
items that stretch the meat,
like spaghetti sauce and
spaghetti.
“And when I shop, I think of
the kids,” she said, so she
adds fruit cups, applesauce,
pudding cups, and cookies
to the shopping cart.
Her purchases are made
with donations members of
the congregation make to
the food pantry—generally
by putting money in a pew

envelope and marking it for
that ministry. Many members and friends also bring
non-perishable items.
There’s a food pantry basket
—clearly marked—under a
table in the narthex, she said.
Or folks can just bring their
donations in a shopping bag,
marked for the pantry, and
leave them in the kitchen.
She checks several times a
week to keep food donations
tidied up and organized.

What’s helpful? Soups, she
said, especially tomato,
chicken noodle and vegetable; canned vegetables, especially basics like potatoes
and green beans; peanut
butter and jelly; and items
like cereal or commercial
spaghetti sauce.
Providence hosted a food
pantry for several years,
some years back, but after an
unfortunate encounter

between the church secretary
and a thief, the church opted
to donate its stock of goods to
the food pantry at Central
Presbyterian.
But a food ministry was
important to new minister
Mark Renn. As soon as
Michelle heard about it, she
volunteered to work on it.

(See “Who’s that?” on page 17)

*with the shopping cart?
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(“Who’s that?” from page 16)
“It’s helping others outside
our church family,” she
explained. “There’s a great
need in the community for
fellowship and for knowing
that people care.” She loves
the opportunity for Providence “to be the arm to help
someone.”
A member of Spring Hill
Presbyterian for many years
before she moved to Florida,
Michelle loved the formality
of worship there. But when
she and her parents—church
secretary Betty Blakeman
and her husband Don—
came back to Mobile, something a little less formal
seemed like a better choice.
They visited Providence and
felt comfortable immediately with the leadership
provided by Rev. Roy
Schneider, his wife Bev, and
“everyone else.”

Worship service volunteers schedule
By Mary Mastrangelo, Worship Elder
Date
April 4, 2010

Liturgist
Don Bloom

Communion

April 11, 2010

Liz Gross

Gene Crossley
Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck
Jerry Williams

April 18, 2010

Tom Fletcher

Mary Mastrangelo
Don Purvis
Les Taylor
Marlene Taylor

April 25, 2010

Pam Fredelake

Benny Harden
Valerie Harden
Graham Hayes
C. J. Kriner

After Schneider left, interim
minister Toby Mueller was a
rock for Michelle while she
underwent repeated surgeries for breast cancer.
Her experience—especially
the support of her church
family—made her especially
determined to help a couple
who had no place to live
while the wife endured
treatment for breast cancer.
“I want to make life easier
for someone else because
I’ve been there,” Michelle
said.
“Without my church family
and Toby and my parents, I
don’t know that I’d be where
I am today. I might have
given up. But the love at
Providence is so great.”

• page 17 •

Ushers
Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Joan Rommes
TBA

Betty Blakeman
Al Drinovsky
Michelle Nall
TBA

Boy Scout Troop 292 Scoutmaster Update
By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster
March was a very busy and
exciting month for your troop!
March of each year is the
month that new scouts who
will be joining the troop begin
meeting with us. During the
Tuesday night meetings in
March, the 16 new scouts
begin their orientation to
Boy Scouts and
Troop 292.
These new
scouts selected
their patrol
names and are now
the Tiger and
Dragon Patrols. These
new scouts joined the troop in
a ceremony on March 23. The
troop is excited to have these
new scouts and parents as part
of the 292 family chartered by
Presbyterian Church. The
troop has 62 scouts.
The troop provided food for
homeless individuals who
were staying at the church.

The meal consists of roasted
chicken, green beans, corn,
rolls, iced tea, soft drinks,
and a donut ice cream sandwich! The scouts appreciate
the opportunity to serve
those in need. Serving others
is part of the Scout Law and
Scout Oath.
The troop Court of Honor
was also held in March. A
Court of Honor is a
special meeting
held twice a year
to recognize all
scouts who have
advanced in rank or
earned merit badges
during the previous six
months. One aspect of a
Court of Honor is that the
scouts are recognized in
front of the troop, the adult
leaders, and their families.
Scouts that were elected or
appointed to positions were
also recognized.
Troop elections were also
held in March, and Chandler

was elected as the Senior
Patrol Leader while Ethan
and Jordan were elected
Assistant Senior Patrol
Leaders. These three guys
will run the troop! Many
other scouts were elected or
appointed to other positions.
These positions of responsibility allow scouts to
develop leadership skills
and learn the importance of
being responsible.
The March campout took
place at Little River State Park
in Atmore. Each patrol had to
prepare a gourmet meal. The
scouts required skills in the
use of a compass and map
reading. The lake was also an
opportunity for fishing and
getting a little wet!
Twelve scouts and adults
will go to Philmont Scout
Ranch on June 19-July 4.
These scouts will back pack
through the mountains of
New Mexico and trek to a
height of 12,000 feet. The

Above two pictures: Bridging Ceremony
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scouts will carry all of their
food, clothing, stoves, fuel
tanks, tents, sleeping bags,
and other gear in their backpacks for this 12-day trek.
This type of high adventure
activity challenges each
scout both physically and
mentally. One is probably
challenged more mentally
than physically.
April will be an exciting
month as the district that our
troop is in will hold its Camporee at Maubila Scout Reservation in Jackson,
Alabama. This will be a
shooting campout which
will include, skeet shooting,
rifles, BB guns, Pellet rifles,
sling shots, and archery.
Each patrol will compete
with other patrols throughout the district in each event.
As you can see, your troop is
going strong and delivering
a quality program for these
young scouts. Thanks for
your support of the troop.

Above three pictures: Philmont Practice Trek

Above four pictures: March campout at Little River State Park
• page 19 •

This month in the history
of Providence


April 29, 1990—Lacy
Merrill was baptized



April 1991—A church
work day was held to
install a new (larger)
nursery trailer















April 19, 1992—Ami
Goodnough and Jan
Neverdahl joined
Providence
April 4, 1993—Sal
Gomez and Charlie
Hickox joined
Providence
April 11, 1993—
Matthew Merrill was
baptized, and Cindy
Wilson joined
Providence
April 1993—Steve
Crenshaw and Ken
Gadomski were elected
to Session; Jerry Esneul
was re-elected
April 3, 1994—Cassie
Crenshaw, daughter of
Sharon and Steve
Crenshaw, was
baptized
April 11, 1994—The
following people joined
Providence: James
Bloom, Cassie
Crenshaw, Adrienne
and Gregory Czarnecki,
and Eric Salls III
April 1994—The Building Committee took its
first trip, this one to
Northminster Presbyterian Church in Pensacola; committee
members included Jerry
Esneul (clerk), Steve
Crenshaw, Debra
Davis, Tom Fletcher,

Ann Heitman, Larry
Montjoy, Lee Skillman,
and Jack Walton


April 26, 1995—Leah
Andrews, daughter of
Myrna and Curtis
Andrews, was baptized



April 1995—Graham
Hayes, Kathy Veland, and
Larry Montjoy were
elected to Session



April 7, 1996—The following people joined Providence: Kathy Garrity,
Denise and Mike Pierson,
and Darlin Tolpin



April 7, 1996—Jessica
Pierson, daughter of
Denise and Mike Pierson,
and Darlin Tolpin were
baptized



April 25, 1997—Emily
Gomez, daughter of
Joanna and Sal Gomez,
was baptized



April 1997—Tom Fletcher
and Sharon Helms were
elected to Session; Nedra
Bloom was re-elected



April 2, 1998—Joshua
Andrews, son of Myrna
and Curtis Andrews, was
baptized





April 4, 1998—The first
wedding was held in the
new church building—
Gregory Brodus and
Teresa Hightower (nonmembers)
April 11 and 12, 1998—
The Youth Club, LOGOS,
and Adult Choirs presented selections from
Godspell for the Easter
Cantata



April 1, 1999—The
Hearon-Love Nurture
group and Interim
Pastor Gary Baker
sponsored a Passover
Seder dinner for the
congregation



April 4, 1999—The Easter service ended with
the release of balloons
outdoors



April 11, 1999—Ross
Dickens, Susan
Gibson, and Larry
Williams were elected
to Session



April 1999—Pastor
Brant Baker returned
from his sabbatical and
informed the congregation that he had
accepted a new call at
First Presbyterian
Church in Mesa, AZ



April 24, 2000—Bill
Mason died



April 1, 2001—The
church held a “Lawn
Party” to beautify
the lawn and other areas
around the church



April 2, 2002—Ellie
Perry, daughter of
Cindy and Noel Perry,
was baptized



April 6, 2002—The
youth held a carwash
fundraiser



April 5, 2003—A youth
auction was held in conjunction with the congregational dinner



April 24, 2004—A number of members and
friends enjoyed a sailing
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trip on Mobile Bay
aboard the Joshua


April 10, 2005—Robin
deJong and Carlos
Gomez, Sr. joined
Providence



April 17, 2005—A
number of people went
together to see the Dead
Sea Scrolls exhibit
downtown



April 21–23, 2006—A
number of people took
part in the Franklin
Graham Festival



April 14, 2007—Several
members enjoyed a golf
outing at Magnolia
Grove



April 24, 2007—Leslie
Wright died



April 20, 2008—Susan
Lee and Lori Seman
joined Providence



April 27, 2008—The Junior and Senior High students conducted
worship service as part
of Youth Sunday. In
addition, the Children of
God Choir, led by Linda
Payne, sang “The Butterfly Song,” and the
Logos Players, under the
direction of Nedra
Bloom, presented “Meet
the Austins”



April 2009—Gene
Crossley began a new
Adult Sunday School
class on James



April 2009—Jo Anne
Cross began a new series
of First Place 4 Health
classes

April 2010
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

Coming Saturday, May 1
Second annual Chili Cookoff Youth Fundraiser. Start planning
your teams now and look for a signup sheet in the Narthex.

2

6:00 pm
Maundy
Thursday
service

12:00 noon–
6:00 pm
Sanctuary open
for prayer

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Good Friday

3

Church office
closed
Joshua Andrews

5

4
6:30 am
Sunrise Service

6:00 pm
Worship Team

7:15 am
Pancake
breakfast youth
fundraiser

7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study
Ian Kriner

6
6:00 pm
Pastor’s Study at
Panera
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

7
5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility

8
7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

9

10

Church office
closed

7:00 pm
Choir
John Curtis
Andrews

9:30 am
Easter
Worship—Watts
baptism
10:45 am
Easter Egg Hunt
Carla Massey

11
9:30 am
Worship
10:45
Youth bake sale
11:00 am
Sunday School

12
7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

13
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

April 12–18
Pastor Mark
vacation

18

19

6:00 pm
Pastor’s Study at
Panera

7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

16
Church office
closed

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

21
5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility

22
7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

23
6:00 pm
Youth prepare
for yard sale
Church office
closed

Jo Hayes

25

26
7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

10:45
Youth bake sale

Leah Andrews
Al Drinovsky
Justin Purvis

11:00 am
Sunday School
5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

27
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

24
8:00 am—12:00
noon
Youth fundraiser
yard sale &
carwash
4:45 pm
Sailing trip

Vici Watts

9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

17
9:00 am
Men’s Group

TBA
Outreach
meeting

20

6:00 pm
VBS planning
meeting

15
TBA
Shepherds
meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

12:10 pm
Session meeting

9:30 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School

14
6:00 pm
Homeless
outreach
planning
meeting

28
5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility
7:00 pm
Choir

29
7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

30
Church office
closed

1
9:00 am
Men’s Group
5:30–7:00 pm
Chili Cookoff
youth fundraiser
7:00–7:30 pm
The Well
Ashley Weitzel
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Coming on Saturday,
April 24 . . .

Youth
Fundraiser
Yard Sale
Please remember our youth as you do your spring cleaning. Leave donations in Room 1.

