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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

Come grow with us

Recommended
readings along
these themes


The Omnivore’s
Dilemma, Michael
Pollan



The Unsettling of
America: Culture and
Agriculture, Wendell
Berry



Reclaiming the
Commons, Brian
Donahue



For the Beauty of the
Earth, Steven BoumaPrediger

One of the most powerful
lessons I learned while at
seminary was the value of
seeing our world as a connected whole, bound
together through the choices
we make, the lifestyles we
lead, and our willingness to
invest our lives in the building of a better present and
future. Far from seeing
Christianity as the means
by which we
escape from
the world
through a
profession of
faith
and the
receipt
of a
“ticket to
heaven,”
Christianity
as presented
by Christ requires
a connection to humanity, a commitment to care for
creation, and a desire to see
others live life to its fullest.
In a culture that presents
individualism and consumption as the ideals by
which to live, Christianity
speaks a bold critique:

claiming that community
and a sustainable lifestyle
say more about God’s provision and abundance than
frivolous spending and
extravagant lifestyles.

ing food across the country
instead of across town) has a
devastating effect on our
environment and the health
of communities. We have so
distanced ourselves from the
production of our food that
Within the context of a rela- we have forgotten what it
tionship with Christ, a Chris- means to have a relationship
tian understands that to care with the land, to revere the
for a neighbor, near or far, is providence of God in the
to care for Christ in our
act of food production, and
midst. Conseto understand our role in
quently, the
the process of caring for
choices we
Creation.
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“Only by restoring the broken connections can
we be healed. Connection is health. In
gardening, for instance, one works with the
body to feed the body. . . . The work thus makes
eating more nourishing and joyful, not
consumptive.” —Wendell Berry
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A few months ago, the Session of Providence Presbyterian Church came up with a
list of projects that would be
desirable should we have an
Eagle Scout looking to complete his project at our
church. We came up with a
diverse list of goals and
tasks, ranging from relatively
simple to very complex and
challenging. Among these
projects was the creation of a
community garden at the
church. Eagle Scout candidate Josh Nottenkamper
was intrigued by the concept
of a community garden and
agreed to accept the challenge. The goal for this
project in particular was to
create a space where members, visitors, and our neighbors in the community could
come together and share in
the blessings of growing
food for their families and
community. At its very heart,
the garden project is about
reconnecting people with the
cycles of God’s provision

while providing the tangible
result of fresh and healthy
food. But I want to suggest that
there are a number of other
benefits that will hopefully
sprout through the act of gardening as a community.
As people work together to
raise food in a safe and friendly
environment, it is inevitable
that relationships and community will be forged. Coming
together to share knowledge,
experience, and even produce
creates friendships that last.
Our slogan, “Come Grow with
Us,” is built upon the concept
that while we are growing
something tangible, fruits and
vegetables, we are also creating
a unique space in the community whereby we can grow as a
church. The community garden is seen by our Session as a
tool for outreach and evangelism, meeting a felt need in this
difficult economy to produce
much needed food locally, and
providing a space for the creation of new relationships and
connections within our neighborhood. The garden plots will
be available to
anyone
who covenants to
1) maintain and
care for
the health
and
beauty of
their section, 2)
assist in

• page 2 •

shared tasks such as composting and weeding common areas such as the herb
garden, 3) use resources
(such as water) conservatively, and finally 4) contribute a portion of their harvest
to the food pantry and other
local organizations such as
the Waterfront Rescue
Mission.
In his book Reclaiming the
Commons, Brian Donahue
presents four guiding principles of gardening as a community: ecology, economics,
education, and esthetics.
The act of caring for a piece
of land accomplishes many
things in these important
developmental categories.
But I would add one more
“e”-word to his list: evangelism. A vibrant and successful community garden also
accomplishes many things
in the way of outreach and
evangelism. In addition to
bringing people onto our
campus in a new and exciting way, the positive buzz
around the community
should help to paint Providence as a church creatively
endeavoring to enlarge its
impact in unconventional
ways. Among the many
goals associated with this
garden, here are a few
potential opportunities that
it affords: 1) creating an outreach to apartment dwellers
and the elderly who either
don’t have the space or ability to build and prepare their
(See “Pastor” on page 3)

(“Pastor,” from page 2)
own garden space, 2) providing a new gathering
space on campus for summer garden parties and
events, 3) allowing the youth
to raise vegetables and sell
them as a fundraiser at the
farmer’s market (thus giving
the church a great venue for
outreach among likeminded consumers),
4) making a statement
about the value of environmentally friendly methods
of food production, and
5) creating lasting relationships with local shelters and
soup kitchens.
So I invite you to take part in
this exciting journey

towards a sustainable community by both helping with the
construction of the garden
(July 25, August 1, and
August 8, 8:00 am–12:00 noon)
and by spreading the word

about the availability of
plots and opportunities to
get involved. We will begin
with a “Fall Garden” of fall
vegetables, herbs, and a
pumpkin patch and then

“The rhythms of seedtime and harvest, of
waxing and waning moon, were very
remote from the perspective of urban
man. Therefore the man of the soil's
religious reverence and awe before the
forces of nature beyond his control, and
his sense of gratitude for nature's
beneficence (celebrated in all ages in
harvest festivals) atrophied in urban life.”
—Reinhold Niebuhr, The Children of
Light and the Children of Darkness

work to publicize the
“Opening Growing Season”
starting this coming Spring.
Please see this month’s
“Creation Corner” (page 7)
to learn about some practical
ways you can help.
Begin thinking about how
you will contribute and who
you will invite to join us!
This is an exciting time to
be a part of Providence
Presbyterian Church—
“Come Grow with Us!”

Pages from the Providence library
Book reviews by Ken Shaw

Celebration of Discipline
By Richard Forest
This highly acclaimed book on spiritual growth is summed up in
Foster’s statement, “The purpose
of discipline is the liberation
from the slavery of selfinterest and fear.”
Each chapter presents
and expands on a
discipline. The disciplines are
grouped. The
first he calls
the inward
disciplines.

These are meditation, prayer, fasting,
and study. He then discusses the outward disciplines of simplicity, solitude,
submission, and service. His last group
includes the corporate disciplines of
confession, worship, guidance and
celebration.
Foster uses many illustrations from his
own experiences and others that give
interest to the points he makes.
This work gives direction and hope for a
deeper life in Christ. It is definitely a
book to keep and reread periodically to
keep on growing spiritually.

Healing of Memories
by David Seamands
Seamands makes a distinction between
counseling techniques. One is for the person who is aware of the contributing factors influencing his/her behavior, and
one is for those whose behavior is caused
by repressed painful experiences from
childhood that hinder normal emotional
development.
• page 3 •

His first step in freeing a person of
childhood hurts is to encourage
reading and writing to help get in
touch with the damaging emotions.
As trust is developed through
counseling, Seamands helps the
person face the hitherto repressed
memories.
The key to wholeness is his prayer
with the person, asking the Holy
Spirit to reveal the cause of the problem as he/she relives the painful
experience.
The last step is the followup, where
the person is supported as he/she
reprograms and relearns behavior
patterns. Seamands gives many
illustrations from his counseling
experiences.
For anyone with patterns of behavior
that cause problems with relationships, this book gives hope for the
discovery and resolution of the
underlying factors.

Bits ‘n’ Pieces
From
The
By Mary Mastrangelo,
Worship Elder

Pulpit supply
Let’s start with good news.
Nedra Bloom has graciously
accepted the call to fill the
pulpit on August 23 as
Pastor Mark will be on
holiday. We will miss him
and look forward to her
message.

By Al Drinovsky, Stewardship Elder

Six-month
financial report
I don’t know where the time
has gone, but we have completed the first six months of
the year. I would like to
present a six-month update
of Providence’s financial
status.
Our total budget for 2009 is
$194,778. As you may
remember, our budgeted
income was only
$176,821. This left us
with a projected
shortfall of
$17,957.
That is the past.
Now for the

Worship Team

Later on in October, Pastor
Mark will be on continuing
education time, and we will
need pulpit supply for two
Sundays. A new face will be
with us on October 25—Sara
Phillips. Sara is a lay minister in the Episcopal Church
and a chaplain at Springhill
Medical Center. We thank
Steve Crenshaw for putting
us in touch with her.

Thanks
My fellow Worship Elder Pam
Garner and I want to take this
opportunity to express our
thanks to all the faithful servers each Sunday morning. This
includes liturgists, ushers,
Communion-serving elders,
and especially our “stepperuppers.” These are the folks
who fill in when an elder or
usher has to miss. No one says,

“No!” just, “OK, I’ll do it!”
This lets me know the Holy
Spirit is with us and helping
us at every turn. Till next
month, in Christ’s peace . . .

Stewardship
update. Your contributions
and other income for the first
half of the year totaled
$96,568.07, or annualized
$193,136.14. If this rate continues, we would have a
shortfall of only about $1,650.
This is very good news.
In addition, your Session has
done a great job on keeping
spending down. This may be
a little misleading, however,
since some expenditures
could be higher the second
half of the year—like
utilities. We still
have some hot
months to go.
If you have any
questions about the
finances of Providence, please feel free to
ask me.

Mortgage reduction
About two years ago we set a
goal of reducing
the mortgage
principal by
$10,000 per year
over five years. Due to
the generosity of each
of you, this has been
completed in almost two
years. We have only about
$1,600 left to go to meet
our $50,000 goal.

I will start to report every
couple of weeks where we
stand on the fast run for our
$50,000 goal.
Some additional
information about
the mortgage
loan:
 The $50,000
reduction of the
principal
results in
about $35,000 of interest
savings over the life of
our mortgage.

Therefore, I would like to set
two more goals for all of us:


One is very aggressive—
meet our $50,000 goal by
the end of September.



The second is a more
realistic goal of meeting
our $50,000 goal by
Christmas.
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The mortgage balance as
of the end of June was
$468,638.94.

One new member . . . and two “old” members
Editor’s note: Over the past
year or so, we neglected to publish bios of our new members.
Therefore, along with a bio of
our newest member, Ken Shaw,
bios of Maria Weaver Gomez
and Stephanie Renn, who
joined last November, are
printed this month. Additional
“new” members will be featured next month.
By Nedra Bloom

Ken Shaw

teach in the special education
department at the University
of South Alabama.
Now retired from teaching,
Ken is an accomplished artist. Among his first tasks at
Providence was the design
and renewal of the church
library, now housed in the
narthex nook. Some of his art
is on display in the library
area in the conference room.
His wife died 20 years ago,
and his children and their
families are living in North
Carolina and Virginia.
Ken came to Providence
from Westminster Presbyterian Church, where he had
served as Clerk of Session
and led the evangelism
committee.

Ken Shaw, the newest member of Providence, is a native
of Philadelphia, PA. He
attended the Philadelphia
School of the Bible and
served in the Air Force
before retuning to study
education at Barrington
College in Providence, RI.

Maria Weaver
Gomez

While attending Southern
Seminary in Louisville, KY,
he began teaching, and then
completed a Master’s in spe- When Maria Weaver
cial education at Peabody
Gomez joined Providence
College in Nashville, TN.
last November, it was a big
surprise to many memAfter serving as vice princibers—because they figured
pal of a state school for chil- she was already a member.
dren with problem disorders, She’s been coming regularly
he began a college teaching
for more than five years; her
career at Middle Tennessee
mom, Carolyn, played the
State University. He taught
piano every Sunday; and her
and earned his doctorate at
husband’s family had been
the University of Alabama
at Providence almost since it
and then came to Mobile to
started.

But Maria herself waited for
just the right moment. And
when it came, it was emotional, she recalls. She and
Stephanie Renn joined on the
same day. To handle the emotion, they joined hands and
then had to laugh when they
realized that their “I do” and “I
will” responses looked like a
different sort of ceremony.
Maria traces her own roots at
Providence to the time of her
wedding to Carlos Gomez, Jr.
in 2003. His father, Carlos, and
brother, Sal, were long-time
members. As she and Carlos
became close, she joined him
at church.
A regular in worship ever
since, Maria also participates
in the Monday Women’s Bible
Study and the Tuesday nurture group.

Stephanie Renn

Stephanie Renn may not
have had any real choice
about joining Providence.
After all, her husband, Mark,
is the minister. But she says
she knew it was the right
church for her as soon as she
met the Pastor Nominating
Committee during their first
family visit to Mobile.

A native of Houston, TX,
Stephanie was raised CathoLike her musical mom, Maria lic but began work as a preschool teacher in a school
occasionally sings with the
choir and has filled in on elec- operated by St. Andrews
tric bass with the Praise Band Presbyterian Church in
Houston. It was more than a
from time to time.
great job for her. She also
enjoyed the energetic and
By day, Maria is radio traffic
engaging youth program,
manager for WNSP 105.5
led by youth pastor Mark
sports radio and 92 Zew,
where she processes contracts Renn. She loved the discovery that a great youth proand schedules commercial
time on the air—a job she loves. gram could offer a
supportive network for its
members and could foster a
For fun, Maria writes poetry
close personal relationship
and prose; she loves to read
with Jesus, something she
and loves music.
had never experienced in
her Catholic upbringing.
She’s ambidextrous, too, and
can draw mirror images using
After several months of
both hands at once. What’s
working together, Stephanie
more, she can write with her
toes but, she laughs and says, and Mark began to date and
eventually married.
“There’s not much call for
that.”
After their marriage, they
moved to Austin, so he
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(See “Members” on page 15)

Who’s THAT in the
background?
Editor’s note: This is the first in
a series of articles about those
dedicated people who quietly
work behind the scenes at
Providence, performing tasks
that many of us don’t even
know need to be done.

Gene Noce
By Nedra Bloom
Back when Providence was a
fledgling church, somebody
had to handle the financials.
But none of the young
church’s members had any
particular expertise.
So organizing pastor Brant
Baker approached Gene
Noce and suggested that he
ought to learn the duties and
nuances of a church
treasurer.
Gene was recently retired
from a career managing
industrial plants—with lots
of experience managing the
big picture but no particular
experience in the nuts and
bolts of financials. “I had to
learn along they way,” Gene
said, “and sometimes somebody had to straighten me
out.”
That was almost 20 years
ago. Gene’s responsibility is
to make sure all the disbursements are in accordance with church policies
and with state and federal
laws—especially salaryrelated expenses. He and
bookkeeper Jo Hayes spend
every Monday in the church

office, working together to
make sure it all happens just
right, and in recent years, said
Gene, the procedures of
church finance have been
“smooth sailing.”
Gene’s job had taken him, his
wife Marion, and their family
cross country with transfer
after transfer, from Boulder to
Houston, to Florence, Alabama; from Delaware to Texas.
“We had joined many
churches, and we were disappointed each time we had to
leave,” said Gene. When they
retired to Mobile nearly two
decades ago, they considered
just staying away from church
membership as a way to avoid
the pain of another separation.
But Baker called them, invited
them into fellowship, “and we
joined up.” He and his wife,
Marion, are charter members.
A native of Kansas, Gene met
his New Hampshire-native

his church work, he says.
But he’s quick to note that
Marion makes cookies for
anyone who needs them,
makes afghans for new
mothers and pillows for
newlyweds, assists with the
cross-stitched towels for
newly baptized infants at
Providence—and creates
Part of Gene’s duty as trea- stockings big enough to hold
surer is to serve on the Prov- an infant for babies born in
idence administrative team, December at Providence
and that’s about the extent of Hospital.

wife in Massachusetts during World War II. Two of
their four children, John and
Linda, live nearby, but son
Richard, now in California,
is on the brink of a move to
Chicago to follow his wife
Mary Ann’s career, and Jeff
and Hollye live in Houston.

Pay back or pay forward
By Joan Rommes, IHN Team
How many times have we
wished we could find a way to
pay back the good parents, teachers, pastors,
friends, and other people who invested their
love and efforts in us?
We are separated from
these caring people

are listed in the church bulleby years, miles, and sometimes death. Paying forward tin, and the sign-up poster is
is the only way we can go. located in the Narthex.
One opportunity to
pay forward is to volunteer while Providence is
hosting homeless families
through the Family Promise
mission the week of August
9–16. Volunteer possibilities
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Become a blessing to a family in need. For additional
information contact Benny
Harden (463-5758), Joan
Rommes (653-4308), Mary
Mastrangelo (602-1993),
Sierra Edwards (591-6219).

CREATION
O
R
N
E
R
Waste = Food

kitchen and yard waste generated at the church. Properly
maintained, these bins produce only a lovely faint earthy
aroma. This finished compost will then be re-added to the
garden plots, improving the health and vitality of the
growing medium.

By Pastor Mark R. Renn

So here’s what you can do!

“Nature operates according to a system of nutrients
and metabolisms in which there is no such thing as
waste. . . . The Earth’s major nutrients—carbon,
hydrogen, oxygen, nitrogen—are cycled and recycled.
Waste equals food.”—William McDonough in Cradle
to Cradle

1 Collect your kitchen
waste in a container (a
bucket with small holes
drilled in the lid works
well) and bring it to add
to the compost pile. Fruit
and vegetable peels/
rinds, tea bags, coffee
The design of the bins makes
grounds, eggshells,
shredded paper, card- them easy to use and move.

Contrary to the logic and design of natural processes, modern society has adopted a mindset
that imagines that our trash disappears as soon as
it is carted away by the garbage truck. Unfortuboard, and similar materials are great stuff to compost.
nately, this approach has contributed to the overAvoid composting meat scraps, fatty food wastes,
whelming impact that our household waste has
milk products, and bones—these materials are very
on the local and global environment. By some estimations,
attractive to pests. Simply add the waste you collect to
organic waste (in the form of kitchen waste, yard clippings,
the working pile by digging a small hole in the surface
paper, and cardboard, etc.) make up almost one-third of the
and covering whatever you add!
garbage going into landfills. Once there, it is forced to
decompose anaerobically, releasing methane, a major con- 2 Stop by local Starbucks Coffee stores and ask for the
FREE “Grounds for Your Garden.” They will give you
tributor to global warming.
a bag of used coffee grounds that make a great addition to compost. Also consider talking to other
Rather than conceiving of organic waste as something to get
restaurants and companies that throw away large
rid of, gardeners and organic farmers have been cherishing
amounts of organic materials (such as supermarkets
this material as a widely available means for improving the
and sandwich shops).
soil and the health of their produce. As part of our new community garden, we will have several working compost piles. 3 If you don’t have a place to compost yard trimmings

such as grass, leaves, and clippings at your house, consider bringing them to the compost pile at the church.

Together, we can reduce our impact locally and globally
while creating a resource that can be converted into delicious fruits and vegetables. If you have questions concerning what to add or how to maintain a compost pile,
please talk to Pastor Mark. Composting is one of the best
and most efficient ways to recycle!

Finished compost.
Sample wire bin similar to the ones we will build (roughly one
cubic yard).
Composting makes a statement that we are good and
responsible stewards of all of the things God has given to
us. These bins are designed to process all of the organic
waste associated with the garden as well as the organic

Finished compost.
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Boy Scout Troop 292 Scoutmaster Update
By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster
Greetings from Troop 292.
Your troop is strong and
growing. I am pleased to
advise you that we now
have 55 scouts registered
with the troop. This in itself
is proof that many scouts
want to be a part of the
troop that you support. I
hope you are as
proud of your
troop as I am.
The July campout
was a blast! We
camped at Little River
State Forest in Atmore on
Friday night, July 10. Early
Saturday morning we put
our canoes and kayaks in the
Big Escambia Creek and
canoed about 11 miles. We
stopped often to swim and
just act silly! All of the scouts
were warned several times
about the importance of
using sun block and not getting things wet that needed
to stay dry. Now, it is important that the scouts do as I
say and not as I do. Yep, I got
too much sun, and my cell
phone took a swim. This
scoutmaster received much
ridicule from the scouts, and
it was well deserved.
The canoe trip was fun, but it
also had a purpose other
than just having fun. Many
of our younger scouts
learned how to paddle correctly and maneuver around
obstacles. At the beginning
of the trip the younger
scouts hit the bank and tree
stumps rather than going
down the river. However, by
the end of the trip they were
doing great. They learned
the importance of teamwork

as it takes two paddlers working together for the canoe to go
straight.
Our next campout will be on
July 31–August 2 at Maubila
Scout Reservation in Jackson,
AL. We plan to canoe, kayak,
swim, and tube. These events
will be part of the Fall Camporee on September 18–20
that will include 14 troops
from the Spanish
Trail District.
Troop 292 will be
organizing and
hosting this Camporee. The scouts will
practice these events in
the lake and be better prepared for the competition on
September 18–20.

We need your help. Does
anyone have a laptop that he
or she no longer uses that
can be donated to the troop?
In addition, the troop will be
producing a DVD to be used
for recruiting purposes and
for showing young Cub
Scouts what we do in Boy
Scouts. We hope that this
project will entice more Cub
Scouts to become a Boy
Scout and not just drop out
of scouting once they complete the fifth grade. We
have received $900 toward
the $1,200-$1,400 cost of this
professional production. If
you know of a business or
individuals who can donate

Josh N, one of our “Life”
Scouts, will be working on his
Eagle Project at the church. He
will be building garden plots
for individuals who want to
grow vegetables and other
plants. These garden plots will
help those who do not have
space in their yard for a garden. The troop looks forward
to working with Josh as he
works toward the highest rank
in Scouting, the Eagle Rank.
I am very pleased to announce
that Curtis Andrews will be
our new Charter Organization
Representative, replacing
Irene Finnegan. His responsibilities are to keep the church
informed of troop activities, to
make sure we are providing a
scout program that is in line
with the mission of the church,
and to take any questions or
issues from the troop to the
Session or church body. Curtis
is an asset to the troop, and we
are very pleased that he and
his son have joined 292.
• page 8 •

any amount toward this
project, please let me know
at manny292@comcast.net,
and I will send them a
request for donation.
Handy Lock Self Storage on
Schillinger Road provides a
free storage unit for the
troop. If any of you need
storage, please consider
them. Talk with Christian,
and tell him that you are part
of Troop 292 and appreciate
what they do for the troop.
Thanks again to Providence
Presbyterian Church for
providing support to the
troop.
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BigStuf youth conference 2009
A few of my
favorite things
By Lydia Gross, Participant
BigStuf for me was amazing!
I loved hanging out with
friends on the beach, along
with rocking out morning
and night with the praise
band. The main sessions in
the big room had to be my
favorite part, but so were the
beautiful beaches of Panama
City. The main sessions were
a part of my favorite times
because we got to listen to
Casey sing, and also we got
to hear Jared Hunt and
Stewart Hall speak to us.
BigStuf 2009 was about
TIME!!!! Did you know that
the most common word we
use in the English language
is “time”?! It is! For example,
“What time is it?” “Time to
go.” “It’s time to get this
party started!” Try going a
day without using the word
“time”—that’d be pretty hard.

This conference made me realize that I can’t be a couch
potato texting everyone I
know, that I need to make a
story out of my life, and that
God doesn’t want me to sit
around and do nothing. God
wants me and you and everyone to go out and do something in this world. Make our
lives a story that someone
would want to read.
The beach was the second part
of my favorite times because
it’s the beach, duh! And the
youth of Providence Presbyterian had one awesome volleyball and ultimate Frisbee team!
The beach was a great place to
have our quiet time and enjoy
the sun. And at night the
moonlight shone beautifully
on the water.
Panama City was a great experience and one of the best
times of my life!!! I hope that
the youth can go again in summer 2010! I would love it!!

“The Man Crew” (L –R): Pastor Mark Renn, Brian Kane, Ryan
Mouner, Matthew Renn, Wesley McRoy, John Curtis Andrews.

BigStuf made big
changes
By John Curtis Andrews
The week of June 8 through
June 12 was an exciting time
for the youth of Providence
and myself in 2009. Our
band of Bigstuf first-timers
gathered in the parking lot

First row (L–R): Allison Gross, Katrina Westerberg, Myra Roebuck, Melodi Hacker; Second row
(L–R): Wesley McRoy, Shane Finnegan, Lydia Gross, Bethany Andrews; Last row (L–R): Brian Kane,
John Curtis Andrews, Jessica Harden, Ryan Mouner. Photos by Stephanie Renn.
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of Providence Presbyterian
Church under the scorching
noonday sun. We loaded the
trailer with our duffle bags
and suitcases, prepared for
an expedient trip over the
Florabama line. After a
prayer seeking protection
and safety, the eager Biblein-hand beachgoers divided
into three sports utility vehicles, some lacking decent
cooling systems but fit for
the mini roadtrip. We commenced the spiritually
changing journey free of
telecommunication devices
and other daily pleasures
that might distract us from
truly experiencing the
power of God throughout
the week. The road excursion flew by in a stifling
breeze for the man crew in
the Renn1 Chevy Tahoe, and
we finally cruised into the
Boardwalk Beach Resort’s
Driveway along the Panama
City Beach.
We immediately recognized
the legitimacy of the conference as throngs of students
(See “BigStuf” on page 11)

included Myra Roebuck and
Katrina Westerberg, who vied
until the very end. We, the
Providence Athletic Squad,
displayed our dominance on
the battlefields of beach volleyball and Ultimate Frisbee.
In both tournaments our semiprofessional team made it to
the quarterfinals and did not
go down without a fight.
The entire experience was
amazing and fortified our faith
in God. We united as a group
motivated by Christ. We
learned to do our best to reflect
Christ in our lives and follow
the word of the Lord. We
acknowledged that mistakes
(Clockwise from right front): Bethany Andrews, Brian Kane, John Curtis Andrews, Katrina
will occur, but we can always
Westerberg, Myra Roebuck, Melodi Hacker, Ryan Mouner, Shane Finnegan, Lydia Gross, Jessica
trust that God is in control of
Harden, Allison Gross, Matthew Renn, Stephanie Renn, Wesley McRoy. Photo by Pastor Mark Renn.
every situation. In respect of
the theme of the conference we
(“BigStuf,” from page 10)
but the awe soon transferred meetings wonderfully initi- now know to positively maxito hype for Jesus. As the last ated our days and sent us to mize our “chronos” for the
filed out of charter buses and
glory of God. It is truly noticeparticipants entered, Lanny bed with the presence of
formed a mass in front of the
able that the BigStuf ConferDonaho, also know as Mr.
Christ in our hearts.
“Big Room.” Palm trees surence made Big Changes in the
BigStuf, emerged and began
rounded the complex, and
to throw armloads of FrisOutside of the Big Room fre- Providence Presbyterian
the collision of the pale
bees into the air. He introquent opportunities of med- youth group.
green surf onto the snowduced us to the key theme of itation were inserted into the
white beach continued in its
time, which is present in
schedule. We took full
Remember the
perpetual pattern—evidence
every aspect of our existence. advantage of the beautiful
of God’s wonder through
time . . .
The warm welcome soon led waterfront and found sancnature radiated from every
into numerous well-received tuary in the cool waves as
By Bethany Andrews,
grain of sand. We completed
praise songs. We took a seat the blazing sun traveled
Chaperone
registration, met some
and familiarized ourselves
across the sky. Everyday we
friendly staff personnel, and
with the morning and night were allowed to spend
Living life is about the
lugged our gear up to our
programs. Each meeting was nearly half an hour alone
present—taking action for
third-floor rooms. We setfilled with amazing songs,
with God to strengthen our today, maybe even planning
tled in and refreshed ourskits, well-produced videos, relationship with Him. The for the future. However, as a
selves before we trooped off
and inspirational speakers
conference also focused on
lover of history, I see the value
to dinner under the expanand dancers that broadened fellowship amongst our
of the past. What we can learn
sive pavilion. After a refuelour minds on the precious
immediate church family
from previous events and
ing meal we returned to the
gift of time. The event
and the numerous other
experiences gone by become
reception area to wait for the
revealed the ways that we
youth groups. Competition lessons that shape who we
opening of the doors to THE
expend our time, whether it emerged within the Provibecome. These lessons from
BIG ROOM.
be constructively, carelessly, dence youth contingent. The the past create individual
or idle. The program also
BigStuf gift shop offered a
thoughts and opinions. They
The ecstasy of the worshipencouraged the use of our
deck of standard cards with open us up to new ways of
ers rose as the music became
time in support of children
the photos of staff members thinking. The past should not
more and more audible. As
and villages of Kenya in
and their names as the back- be forgotten. And so, I take this
we squeezed into the enorAfrica. The areas are lacking drop. The student who colpresent time to reminisce on
mous facility, the power sent
water availability, and wells lected the most autographs
those events that occurred over
shivers down our spines.
are being constructed
received a sum of merchan- a month ago—at BigStuf. In the
The strobe lights and live
through H2O 4K program.
dise from the attractive
company of rambunctious
worship crew awed every
store. Top card collectors
Overall, the first and final
(See “BigStuf” on page 12)
individual of the conference,
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(“BigStuf,” from page 11)
youth, an infant, and enthusiastic leaders, God was able
to move in amazing ways. At
times, these ways seemed
divine and at others they
seemed commonplace. And
yet, looking back, they all
were marked by His fingerprints, His will.

rounded by over one hundred fellow Christians,
immersed in silent reverence
for the One omnipresent
Lord, blessed by the beauty of
a sunset-lit beach and breeze
of an invisible wind . . .
words were written in a desperate cry to Him.

and drums ceased and our
voices became the only instruments, you could catch a feel
of heaven. It was as though his
Kingdom was come.
Lesson learned: God is in the
noise.

In an impromptu effort to gain
deeper discussion after a certain message, the leaders
Each night, “campers” were
decided to break up into
Every session was like a conchallenged to have a quiet
smaller groups—gendercert. When there wasn’t a
time with God. Whether to
specific groups. For the girls
speaker or a video, worship
provide a scheduled half
it began as a lecture but
hour for those who regularly through music was our sole
morphed into a kind of sleepspent time in prayer or to ini- purpose. It was a headache
over talk. Words spoken there
tiate a new practice for others, waiting to happen, and yet
were, are, and forever will be
this quiet time was optional. the sounds emanating from
held in confidence, but that
On the first night I made my the guitars, drums, violins,
time of vulnerability made
bass, keyway to the
way for God to enter. We were
board and
boardwalk,
able to learn new things about
microphone
unsure about
each other, laugh, and even cry Pastor Mark “BigStuf” Renn
were like
the dedicaa little. In those moments,
heaven. The
tion of several
when you realize that there is sporting event. Whether it
voices of
hundred teenmore to this girl than you ever be football, basketball, basehundreds
agers to comball, soccer or . . . figure skatthought, empathy breaks
lifted to God
plete silence. I
ing; the passion garnered
through. Consideration and
in uninhibselfishly
from encouraging the losing
concern come naturally, and
ited praise.
hoped to find
the only thing you find in your team to keep fighting or
That’s what
a spot to
power to do is to pray. Sincere rejoicing over the winning
the darkness
myself,
team’s victory is genuine.
prayers for the girls you have
created—
secluded from
Moreover, when you are
just told secrets to become a
uninhibition,
everyone else
necessity. There’s something to emotionally invested in the
freedom. It
like I was used
sport, a certain enthusiastic
be said for sleepovers. While
was a freeto . . . but to no
authenticity emerges; eagergiggling, braiding hair, and
dom from
avail. Instead, Matthew Renn
ness and drive erupt. While
painting finger-nails, you
awareness of others, from a
I found a crowd. I begrudgsome are blessed with athdevelop a relationship. The
sense that others’ eyes will
ingly closed my eyes and
same miracle happens in small letic prowess, others are
tried to find a peace within. It judge. It was not appreciated
more suited for the sidelines
group settings. God weaves
was not long in coming. The by all. But to most, the blindties to people, and those bonds of moral support. Here, you
background noise was faint, ing strobe lights, enormous
are strengthened through reg- can’t be blamed for loss, only
not even a murmur could be speakers, and Technicolor
credited for triumph. Over
ular fellowship. As I gazed
slide shows were just as
heard. The words from the
around at the beautiful faces of the week, we participated in
speakers I had heard that day inspiring as soft candlelight,
both a volleyball and ultithose young girls in their difpermeated my thoughts, and lilting hymns, and stained
mate Frisbee tournament.
ferent walks with Christ, I
glass windows. In the midst
the outside world melted
Though we had our share of
found in myself a joy. There
away. I began to write in my of the high energy, heat, and
well-earned victories and
was a joy from recognizing
noise, you could belt and cry
prayer journal, opening
their enthusiasm, their infatua- success, the real win was in
out to God. You could praise
myself up to His spirit. The
tions, their emotions, their per- the cohesiveness of the comwords were impromptu, raw, Him unabashedly with
petition. In the course of
sonalities, their individualihands lifted high. You could
and honest. The grammar
sweating beneath the blisterties—all created by Him.
lift your face to the ceiling in
and spelling may not have
ing sun, running until your
been correct. At times it may some small effort to get
lower torso felt numb, and
Lesson learned: God is in the
closer to Him . . . or you
not have even made sense.
dehydrating to the point of
communion.
However, in those moments, could stand still in pure revhallucination, we found
erence. For those few
God and I held communThere is nothing like the
(See “BigStuf” on page 15)
moments when the guitars
ion—He understood. Sureuphoria experienced at a
Lesson learned: God is in the
silence.
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Jessica Harden—Providence’s 2009 graduate
As is the tradition at Providence, Jessica Harden—our 2009
graduating high school senior—left her handprints and signature on the wall of the Senior High Room after service on
Sunday, July 5. Jessica graduated from Murphy High School
and will attend the University of Montevallo this fall.
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Session activities
June 14 Stated
Session Meeting
Contributed by Steve
Crenshaw, Acting Clerk of
Session












efforts in creating the new
web site.


Were presented by Valerie Harden information
regarding a Spanishspeaking congregation
which has asked to use
Providence for Spanishlanguage services.
Tabled a proposal for a
Spanish-speaking con
gregation to use Providence until more
information was available and related concerns could be answered.
Received copies of “The
Presbyterian Panel”
summary regarding the
religious and demographic profile of Presbyterians during Fall
2008. (This “snapshot” is
reproduced on page 16.) 
Approved the minutes
of the May 31 stated
Session meeting.
Reviewed the new
Providence web site that
Pastor Mark has been
working on.
Were asked to help keep
the information on the
new web site current.



Approved a motion to
roll out the new web
site, to make the web
address simpler to enter,
and to have the current
web address reflect forward to the new web
address for the time
being.



Thanked Pastor Mark
for all of his work and

Discussed the “new”
library in detail, including
a request that new titles be
donated and that books be
thematically arranged for
easy identification. Pastor
Mark also discussed his
hope of having each donor
write a short note in the
liner pages of the donated
book, describing the
way(s) the book may have
touched his/her life.



Approved a motion to
accept the proposed
Eagle Scout project.



Approved a motion to
accept the Treasurer’s
Report for May 31.



Were informed of the
410 Bridge Project, a
Youth Mission project
concerning water purification and assistance for
Kenya. Pastor Mark
explained a plan for an
information station he
hopes to construct
where the previous soda
machine was located.
He explained the design
of the proposed
station and the
motivations for
generating donations
for the
project
by using a
water bottle “bank.” He
also plans to post flyers
near the water fountains
to remind the congregation of the need.



Were informed by the
Building and Grounds
elder that the outdoor
sanctuary needs to be
rehabilitated. Proposed
improvements include
construction of a deck
platform and new bench
seating.



Discussed a suggestion
for an “in-house mission
week” to rehabilitate the
outdoor sanctuary.



Discussed the low signal
strength of the current
WI-FI system as well as
various strategies to
improve it.



Were informed by
Pastor Mark of proposed changes for
“Wonderful Wednesdays,” shifting from the
traditional LOGOS program to a “Mobility”
program, which will
offer more choices and
opportunities for youth
participation.



Reflected on the ongoing visioning process
and discussed progress
made towards stated
goals.



Were informed by the
Stewardship elder that
the mortgage reduction
will be re-emphasized.

Were
informed
that the
bookshelves
are
planned
to be relocated to the new library
location on June 27, with
Building & Grounds elder
Don Purvis coordinating
the move.
Were informed that Troop
292 Eagle Scout candidate
Josh Nottenkamper would
like to create a community
garden at Providence. The
proposed garden would
be located in the courtyard
on the north side of the
church. A proposed garden plan was distributed
and discussed. Pastor
Mark described the opportunity for community
evangelism as well as conservation-themed reuse of
materials, including natural composting and captured rainwater for
irrigation. Pastor Mark
and Josh had hoped to
have necessary approvals
and prep work completed
so that a Spring 2010 garden could be planted.



Approved a motion to
accept the 410 Bridge
project.



Were informed of the
Pastor’s Study Goes to
the Movies schedule.



Approved Pastor
Mark’s request for vacation on June 21-27 and
August 20–25.



Reviewed the church
calendar.



Discussed the use of various memorial donation
 Discussed various mortresiduals, most of which
gage reduction strateare fairly small. The
gies as well as current
Stewardship elder will
debt service totals.
contact the donors to
 Discussed the possibilrequest that the money
ity of providing a spiribe used for miscellatual gifts assessment
neous Well supplies and
associated operational
(See “Session” on page 15)
costs.
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(“Session,” from page 14)
survey opportunity for
the congregation prior
to or in conjunction with
the fall Stewardship
season.








Were informed by the
Discipleship elder that
the Alpha Course is
targeted for the January
2010 timeframe.
Were informed by the
Discipleship Elder that
the Discipleship Team is
being revamped, and
and new members are
being recruited.





Were informed by the
Evangelism Elder that the
existing Evangelism Team
will be assessed and
potential new members
recruited.



Were informed that the
Acts 16:5 program is seen
as an excellent evangelism
tool for creative thinking
and church revitalization.



Were informed by the
Worship Elders that the

musical diversity and
flexibility are expanding.
Were informed that
Chris Duncan has been

hired to substitute for
Laura Fletcher as accompanist the next three
weeks. Chris is also a
candidate for the accompanist position, so this

opportunity will be considered an “extended
audition.”

She’s active in leadership of
the youth program at Providence and participates in the
Monday women’s Bible
study.
At home, she enjoys scrapbooking and keeping an eye
out for new friends with
kids about Matthew’s age.

Were informed by the
Nurture elder that more
shepherds are needed due
to turnover of existing
shepherds.

(“BigStuf,” from page 12)
camaraderie. We could not
help but to cheer each other
on, find each others’
strengths, and rely on each
other for help. Though there
was frustration at times and
even some self depreciating
humor, in the end we found
that the competition was
another way for God to create bonds between us.
Lesson learned: God is in the
competition.
These are just a few of
the poignant moments

experienced during the
BigStuf Camp. The no-airconditioning car rides, the
meals shared, the awkward
sleeping arrangements, the
jellyfish stings, the playing
card autographs, and the
sunburns were bonuses.
Countless other moments—
including the speakers’ messages, the prayer, and the
discussions—were littered
with obvious lessons. But it
was in these moments, that I
found God’s fingerprints,
evidence of his presence and
intentions. As I remember
the times, I will remember
the lessons, too.

Were informed that the
food ministry program
needs updating and reorganization.
Were informed by the Fellowship Elder that Game
Night may need to be evaluated and critiqued for
new success.
Were informed by the
Building and Grounds
Elders that solar panels on
church roof are to be studied for green application.



Were informed that Steve
Crenshaw has a contact
with experience in solar
panel installation and that
Steve would have him
review the church for
input and suggestions.



Discussed pricing options
for window tinting on the
Narthex windows and
doors.



Discussed the possibility
of installing programmable thermostats for the
Top (L–R): Lydia Gross, Myra Roebuck, Katrina Westerberg,
HVAC control, an addiAllison Gross, Jessica Harden, Bethany Andrews.
tional cost saving and temperature/humidity
Above: Team Providence—Front row (L–R): Katrina Westerberg,
control measure.
Myra Roebuck, Shane Finnegan, Brian Kane; Second row (L–R):
Bethany Andrews, Allison Gross, melodi Hacker, Matthew Renn;
Back row (L–R): Lydia Gross, John Curtis Andrews, Jessica
Harden, Pastor Mark Renn, Ryan Mouner, Wesley McRoy.
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“Members,” from page 5)
could attend seminary. and
she once again taught preschool until their son
Matthew was born last May.
A full-time mom now, she
misses teaching and expects
to return to the classroom
one day.

Were informed by the
Youth Elder that a fall
retreat is being planned.

Presbyterian characteristics: A
Presbyterian Panel snapshot
The tables on this page
present a brief overview of
the religious and
demographic
details the Presbyterian Panel
gathered from
Presbyterians during Fall 2008. They
are reprinted from
www.pcusa.org/
research/panel/
#2008.
Begun in 1973, the Presbyterian Panel is a representative
sample of 5,000 Presbyterians (members, elders, pastors serving in a congregation, and specialized clergy
serving elsewhere) who
respond to mailed questionnaires four times a year.

The main goal of the Presbyterian Panel is to gather
broad information about Presbyterians in
terms of their
faith (beliefs,
church background, and
levels of church
involvement),
and their social,
economic and
demographic
characteristics (age, sex,
marital status, and living
arrangements).
Presbyterian Panel members
are resampled every three
years. At least two people
from Providence are currently serving on the Panel.
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Answer to last month’s double “Whose
watermelon?” question

Who’s washing the dishes?
This picture was taken following one of the Youth
Fundraising Dinners at Vacation Bible School in June.
Who is the kind individual helping to clean up?

Myra Roebuck

Peter Bloom interning in
Germany
Peter Bloom, who will be a
senior at Gettysburg College
in the fall, is spending the
summer as an intern for the
US State Department at the
US Consulate in Düsseldorf,
Germany.

that is home to most Americans working in that country. Especially interesting to
us in Mobile, Peter notes, is
that Thyssen-Krupp is headquartered there.

During the internship, he is
doing work similar to that of
a beginning foreign service
officer—researching political and economic developments in the German state of
North Rhine-Westphalia.

Peter is doing a double
major in German and in Globalization, a combination of
economics, history, political
science, and anthropology
aimed at careers in international fields like the State
Department.

The Düsseldorf consulate
serves the area of Germany

Peter is the son of Nedra and
Don Bloom.
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Mike Watts

Worship service volunteers schedule
By Mary Mastrangelo, Worship Elder

Pastor’s Study Goes to the
Movies continues for one
more showing. On Wednesday, August 5, beginning at
6:00 pm, The Visitor will be
shown in the Sanctuary.
The Visitor (2007) is a drama
about college professor and
recent widower Walter Vale,
who returns to New York to
discover a pair of illegal
aliens living in his apartment.

Date
August 2

Liturgist
Nedra Bloom

Communion
Intinction
Mary Ann Benefield
Betty Montjoy

Ushers
Joan Rommes
Buck Bolton
Bill Berry
Jessica Harden

August 9

Don Bloom

August 16

Linda Payne

August 23

Jerry Williams

Betty Blakeman
Michelle Nall
Al Drinovsky
TBA

August 30

John Curtis Andrews

Sharon Smith
Larry Montjoy
David Woodson
TBA

Jerry Williams
Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck
Gene Crossley
Donnie Garner
Pam Garner
Patti Hacker
Benny Harden

Vale is played by longtime
character actor Richard Jenkins, who is perhaps best
known for his role as
Nathaniel Fisher on the HBO
series Six Feet Under. He was
nominated for an Academy
Award for Best Actor for his
role as Walter Vale.
We hope you will join us for
a fun and relaxing evening.
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Mary Mastrangelo
Don Purvis
Les Taylor
Marlene Taylor

August 2009
Sunday

9:30 am
Worship

Monday

26

11:00 am
Sunday School
Nedra Bloom

Tuesday

27

7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

Wednesday

28

6:00–8:00 pm
Youth in the Park
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

Thursday

29

6:00 pm
Pastor’s Study
Goes to the
Movies—Signs
(Sanctuary)

2

3

7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

11:00 am
Sunday School

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

3:30–9:30 pm
Pictorial
directory
pictures

4

6:00–8:00 pm
Youth in the Park

6:00 pm
Pastor’s Study
Goes to the
Movies—The
Visitor
(Sanctuary)

5

9

11:00 am
Sunday School
12:10 pm
Session meeting

10

Mobile County
Public Schools
begin
Katrina
Westerberg

11

6:00–8:00 pm
Youth in the Park

7:00 pm
Choir

Saturday

31

6:00–9:00 pm
Youth yard sale
setup

8:00 am–
12:00 noon
Youth yard sale

Church office
closed

8:00 am
12:00 noon
Eagle Scout
work day

Bethany
Andrews

6

7:00 pm
Choir

Church office
closed

7

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

Don Blakeman
Sharon Smith

13

7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health

Church office
closed

14

Ricky Bolton

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

15

8:00 am
12:00 noon
Eagle Scout
work day

Curtis Andrews
Les Taylor

Pam Fredelake
Leon Paige

August 9–16
IHN host week

8

7:00 am
Men’s Group
8:00 am
12:00 noon
Eagle Scout
work day

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

12

1

5:30 pm
the Well

7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

9:30 am
Worship

30

7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health

Linda
Payne

9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

7:00 pm
Choir

Friday

Amy Fletcher
Messer

16

9:30 am
Worship—
Communion
11:00 am
Sunday School

17

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

18

7:00 pm
Choir

19

Megan Knowles

7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health

20

Church office
closed

21

22

7:00 am
Men’s Group

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting
August 20–25
Pastor Mark
vacation
Valerie Harden

23

9:30 am
Worship—Nedra
Bloom

24

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

25

7:00 pm
Choir

26

11:00 am
Sunday School
Mina Bolton

9:30 am
Worship—
Wholeness

30

27

Church office
closed

28

Lucky Esneul

29

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

31

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

1

7:00 pm
Choir

2

NO Sunday
School
Gloria Payne

7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health

7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health
7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

• page 19 •

3

Church office
closed

4

7:00 am
Men’s Group
5:30 pm
the well

5
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