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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

A fresh start
By Pastor Mark Renn
With the arrival of the New
Year, we have come to associate January 1 with a clean
slate, a new beginning, a
chance to start fresh. A New
Year brings hope for change
along with a clear opportunity to leave certain things
behind. We make resolutions knowing that regardless of how many times we
have failed in the past, we
can say with expectation:

“Not this year” or “Not in
2010.”
A new year also
reminds us of the
things we left
unfinished in the
previous
year. It
brings to
mind the
resolutions
we made
last year,
and hopefully

encourages us to take them
more seriously in the
coming year.
Every new year
carries responsibilities and
opportunities from the
previous
year,
whether the continuation of the
school year or
the expected successful culmi-

nation of a great football season on January 7. One way or
another, January 1 makes us
aware of our commitments
and opens up new possibilities for the direction we will
take in the coming year.
This is no different at
church. With each year
comes a new budget, a new
opportunity to give of our
time and talent. Each year
brings the prospect of new
(See “Pastor” on page 2)

Come On! Join Us! Monday Night Ladies’ Study
By Jeny Williams
COME ON! JOIN US!
Some of us are excited
about 2010 being
the year to read
the WHOLE
Bible during
the year.
We will meet Monday nights at 7:00
pm to discuss the week’s
reading. The daily readings will be posted and
in the newsletter. We are

using a study guide, but it
does not need to be purchased.

We know a year of Monday
nights is a HUGE commitment, but how about giving
it a try? We all know we’ll
miss some of the weekly
meetings, but we hope to
stay with it.
Other women's study
groups will probably
emerge in the year, but this
one has a January 1 START.
Please consider this. If you
have any questions, call Jeny
Williams (633-5976) or Betty
Montjoy (633-6301).
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(“Pastor,” from page 1)
leaders on the Session, new
visitors carried over from the
holiday season, and a chance
to make new commitments.
Paired with our “new year’s
resolutions” are often goals for
our spiritual life and our relationship with God. We make
decisions to adopt new spiritual practices and, typically,
vow to leave certain sins and
behaviors behind. I hope and
pray that each decision you
make is strengthened through
the friendships, ministries,
and sources of accountability
here at Providence Presbyterian Church.

The Outdoor Ministry
Committee of The Presbytery of South Alabama is
proud to introduce an
exciting new camping
opportunity for Summer
2010! It’s called “The
Launch,” and it will be
held Sunday, June 27–
Thursday, July 1 at Blue
Lake Campgrounds in
Andalusia, AL.

I want to highlight a number
of options available for
members and visitors who
want to grow in their relationship with God and connection to this church.

After God’s Own Heart. Their
meetings are filled with fellowship, discussion, Bible
study and prayer. They meet
every other week on Saturday mornings.

The Women’s Group will be
embarking together on a
journey to read the entire
Bible in a year. Participants
will be given reading guides,
meet for discussion weekly,
and read from any Bible of
their choosing.

The Pastor’s Study will
resume with a discussion of
Oscar Romero’s book The
Violence of Love (see related
article on page 5).

The Men’s Group will be
starting up again, this time
reading the book A Man

and small group games,
competitions, campfires,
worship, skits, crafts, great
food, swimming, canoeing,
paddle boats, archery and
much, much more!

The 5-day camp will have a
complete staff of High
School and College counselors, a Program Team of
Adults and Pastors, and a
Full Camp Staff, Licensed
We have taken some of the Medical Staff, and Trained
best things about the Pine- Lifeguards.
treat Camping experience
and have integrated them It’s a new day for camping
ministry in South Alabama!
into a fresh and creative
Take “The Launch” with us!
new offering for the chilIf you have any questions or
dren of our Presbytery.
would like more informaThe week will include
tion, talk to Pastor Mark.
daily Bible studies, large
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In addition to these new
opportunities, there are a
number of ongoing ministries that would benefit from
new faces and active participants. Look through the
newsletter, talk to your
friends at the church, find
something you’ve never
tried before, and take a
chance! With all of the exciting things happening at
Providence, your only limitations for growth and
involvement are the time
and energy you are willing
to invest.
This is an exciting time to be
a member at Providence.
Join us as we grow in our
relationship with God and
each other through the various ministries of the church.
It’s a new year . . . try something new!

410 Bridge
The youth collected $198.88
during 2009 for the 410
Bridge and have already
begun collecting again for
2010.
Thanks to all who donated.
If you’d like to know more
about the 410 Bridge, check
out the exhibit in the front
hallway at church.

W

orship Team
TALK

By Mary Mastrangelo, Worship
Elder
Have you noticed the small
table at the back of the sanctuary? The collection plates sit
on it, and the cloth that covers
it is a different color every so
often. There is a reason for
changing that cloth, and it has
to do with liturgical colors that
correspond to seasons within
the church.
“Liturgical” comes from “liturgy,” which is a fixed form of
worship or having to do with
worship. In other words, the
colors of the cloths that cover
the table have a specific meaning that remains constant in
the yearly life of the church. If
Providence had a traditional
altar at the front of the sanctuary it, too, would be covered
with cloths, and the change in
colors would be much more
evident.
The following explanation
of liturgical colors is taken
from the “Presbyterian
Planning Calendar,” issued
through the General
Assembly.

“The liturgical colors of the
church seasons are white,
purple, red, and green.
White is used for special
days in the redemptive
work of Jesus Christ, such
as Christmas and Easter.
Purple marks the seasons
of penitence and preparation, Advent and Lent. Red
is the color for Pentecost
and is often used for ordination services. During
Holy Week, the color is
purple until the church is
stripped at the end of
Maundy Thursday. The
church remains bare until
the Easter Vigil/Easter;
however, some congregations use black or deep
scarlet. Green is used for all
other time periods not
marked by a specific season
(called Ordinary Time) to
represent spiritual
growth.”
I hope this gives you insight
into the changing of the color
of the cloths used in our sanctuary. It is a simple way of
commemorating very important times within our church
year.

Liturgical colors and seasons
Color

Season & Reason
Christmas & Easter—Special days in the
redemptive work of Jesus Christ
Advent & Lent—Seasons of penitence
and preparation
Pentecost (and ordinations)—Fire symbolizes the Holy Spirit
Ordinary Time (all other seasons)—
Representation of spiritual growth
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MISSION
Takin’ it to the
streets
By Linda Payne
Martha: This soup is the best
thing I ever tasted. I haven’t
had anything in three days, and
I didn’t know when I would
again. . . . I’ve been so cold . . .
but this hat and gloves and
scarf will be sooo warm. . . . I
have Type 1 diabetes, and I
don’t have any more meds.
Sometimes I just don’t feel like
there’s a reason to go on.

caring participants at our
Hanging of the Greens and
other activities. But more
importantly, they have some
new friends who will make
eye contact, smile at them,
share a meal, listen to their
stories, and affirm them as
humans loved by God.
From the Pastor’s Study (the
virtual one at Panera Bread)
to a Mobile street or park
may be an actual journey of
only 10 miles or so, but

taking it may involve crossing
many of the same intersections
and boundaries you’d encounter on a trip to Rawanda or
Columbia—poverty, starvation, lives hijacked and ground
underfoot by substance abuse,
violence, an economics based
on oppression and exploitation, crime of every kind—
including theft of even the
most basic necessities, racial
tensions, hatred based on religious background, and perhaps the most pernicious force

Loronzo: Yeah, several days ago
somebody stole all my stuff . . .
all that’s left is what I got on.
This jacket will really help.
Yeah, people think everybody
can go to the shelters, but it’s
not like that. Some places they
can only take in half of the people that want in. Other places
can only let you stay a week,
and there’s nothing else they
can do. Where else can we stay
for shelter when it’s cold or
raining? There under the roof
over there [an open park
gazebo], as long as we don’t get
caught.
Martha and Loronzo and
some of the people they live
with in a public park had a
hot meal on Saturday,
December 19—some of
Mark Renn’s delicious and
nutritious chicken potato
soup, coffee, donuts, and
Kathy Veland-Taylor’s
homemade cookies. And
they got some donated
sweats, some dry socks, and
jackets, as well as blankets
finished and donated by

of all: hopelessness. Many of
us at Providence only catch a
glimpse of the world beyond
those intersections and
boundaries on the evening
news, or maybe out of the
corner of our eye on the way
to a Mardi Gras parade.
But in reading Under the
Overpass, by Mike Yankoski,
the participants in last fall’s
Pastor’s Study saw that
world through the eyes of a
resident. The scene wasn’t
Mobile, but it was Everycity.
Yankoski lived as a homeless person in Denver, San
Francisco, Portland,
Phoenix, Washington, D.C.,
and San Diego, and while
there were differences in
local logistics, the basic challenges remained constant—
and they are here in Mobile,
as well.
The most surprising thing
we learned was not that the
homeless people lack food,
water, clothing, shelter, sanitary facilities, and protection
rather than harassment, but
that sometimes they have an
even greater need for genuine human interaction—eye
contact, a smile, a touch, a
hug, reflections of interest in
them as human beings. As
Christians, we realized that
what these people really
need is to experience the love
of Christ even more than the
love of other humans. Some
of us became convicted that
God had work for us to do in
that community.

The Providence Christmas tree decorated with gifts for the homeless. (See “Streets” on page 13)
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Pastor’s Study: The Violence of Love by
Archbishop Oscar Romero
These selections from the sermons and writings of Archbishop Oscar Romero share the message of a great holy
prophet of modern times. Three short years transformed
Romero, archbishop of San Salvador, from a conservative
defender of the status quo into one of the church’s most
outspoken voices of the oppressed. Though silenced by
an assassin’s bullet, his spirit—and the vital challenge of
his life lives on. —From the back cover
By Pastor Mark Renn
The title of this rich collection of sermons and writings comes
from the seemingly contradictory concept of “the violence of
love.” Though Romero addresses this concept in several ways
throughout the text, the following passage helps us to grasp
the serious implications of this call to radical faith:
“Holy Week is a call to follow Christ’s austerities,
the only legitimate violence,
the violence that he does to himself
and that he invites us to do to ourselves:
‘Let those who would follow me deny themselves,’
be violent to themselves,
repress in themselves the outbursts of pride,
kill in their hearts the outbursts of greed,
of avarice, of conceit, of arrogance.
Let them kill it in their hearts.
This is what must be killed,
this is the violence that must be done,
so that out of it a new person may arise,
the only one who can build a new civilization:
a civilization of love.”
March 19, 1978

praises what is going on
today in the society.”
Archbishop Romero
was assassinated in 1980
because of his willingness to speak out
against the injustices
perpetrated by those in
authority in San Salvador. It is not without a
sense of irony that
among his final spoken
words were the following: “We know that
every effort to better
society, especially when
injustice and sin are so
ingrained, is an effort
that God blesses, that God wants, that God demands of us.”
That call to pursue justice rings true in our hearts today, and
his words resonate with all Christians who truly believe
that in Jesus Christ lies the hope of the world.
This book is a wonderful companion for Christians who
want to see their faith come alive on behalf of a world in
need, and an unwelcome annoyance for those who wish for
their faith to remain safe, comfortable, and isolated from the
hard realities of life. I hope that through our thoughtful discussion of Romero’s words, you find yourself a new companion who will walk with you even as he points out the
things that need to be changed.

In his foreword to the text, Henri Nouwen writes that “Oscar
Romero does not speak from a distance. He does not hide his
fears, his brokenness, his hesitations. There is a warmth in his
words that opens my heart to listen.” For those of us who are
familiar with the writings of Henri Nouwen, we know that he
is a man of insight and compassion, close to the sufferings and
needs of others. For him to speak of Romero as someone who
has inspired him should give us cause to consider the thought
of this humble bishop from San Salvador.
This collection of the writings, sermons, and journal entries of
Archbishop Romero is chock full of insight and wisdom that
reads like poetry, speaks like Scripture, and inspires the
reader by its simplicity and call to action. Throughout the text,
Romero stresses the fact that “We cannot separate God’s word
from the historical reality in which it is proclaimed. . . . It is
God’s word because it enlightens, contrasts, repudiates, [and]

The Pastor’s Study for this book will meet Tuesdays,
January 12 and 26 and February 9, at Panera Bread on
Schillinger Road South. We meet for an hour of discussion
starting at 6:00 pm.
A movie based on the life of Oscar Romero, called simply
Romero, was released in 1989 and starred Raul Julia. We will
arrange a viewing of this movie at the church following our
discussion of the book.

Oscar Romero was converted by suffering: the suffering
of a friend, of the people he served, and then finally his
own suffering. There are many ways to be converted,
but perhaps the best way is to live among the poor and
to discover in them as Romero did, the presence of
Christ. —Samuel Ruiz Garcia, Bishop of San Cristobal,
Chiapas, Mexico
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Youth
End-of-the-semester college care
packages
On Friday, December 4, John Curtis Andrews, Leah
Andrews, Frankie Garner, Allison Gross, Dean Gross,
Lydia Gross, James Hacker, Melodi Hacker, Brian Kane,
Ryan Mouner, Myra Roebuck, Erica Watkins, Nedra
Bloom, and Ken Gadomski gathered to bake Wyoming
Whopper cookies and pack 9 end-of-the-semester care
packages for our college students.
In addition to the cookies, the packages included a Casting
Crowns Christmas CD, microwave popcorn, Easy Mac, hot
chocolate mix, juice, crackers, and Christmas candy.

Top right (L–R):
Brian Kane, Frankie
Garner • Top left
(L–R): Erica
Watkins, Lydia
Gross • Above:
James Hacker •
Left (L–R): Myra
Roebuck, Leah
Andrews, Ken
Gadomski • Right:
Brian Kane • Photos
by Ken Gadomski
and friends
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Top left (L–R): Erica Watkins, Joshua Andrews • Top right: Dean
Gross • Above (L–R): Myra Roebuck, Nedra Bloom • Above right:
John Curtis Andrews • Right (L–R): Joshua Andrews, Dean Gross
• Bottom left: Leah Andrews • Bottom center: Lydia Gross • Bottom
right (L–R): Ryan Mouner, Melodi Hacker
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Book reviews by Ken Shaw

Get Out of that Pit

Ruled By the Spirit

Behind Enemy Lines

By Beth Moore

By Basilea Schlink

Moore—author, speaker and founder

Klara Schlink, born in
Darmstadt, Germany,
in 1904, was saved
and got her doctorate
in psychology. Her
prolific writings were
translated into 60 languages. She began
the Sisterhood of
Mary, now a worldwide ministry, to
promote Christian literature and a
radio ministry. She took the name
Mother Basilea.

By Charles H. Kraft, Tom White, of Living Proof Ministries—has the
Ed Murphy, and others
subtitle of “Straight Talk about God’s
The subtitle is “An
Advanced Guide to
Spiritual Warfare.”
As children, we were
exposed to pictures
and messages of peace
on earth. Later, with
the reading of spiritual armor, the concept of being in an
ongoing war was unnerving.
This is a book of discerning and resisting evil spirits. It is divided into four
parts. The first focuses on God versus
Satan’s kingdoms. The second is about
methods to get rid of demonic possession. The third discusses Satan’s hierarchy of powers. Lastly, the
applications of strategies are given.
In the Western world, the authors say
that Satan‘s greatest deception is to
promote the idea that spirits do not
exist. He says that he has worked with
Christians who have had possession
problems. The book is quite extensive
in discussing Satan’s tactics and means
by which demons can be expelled.
The book is very effective in alerting us
to the presence of demonic activity in
causing disruptions in families, illnesses, and a host of other problems
designed to take our focus off God.
When spirits depart through prayer,
the Spirit of God brings about salvation
and wholeness to hurting people. A
most informative book to read.

Deliverance.” Following 10 chapters,
she has 15 pages of Scripture Prayers.
Her book concludes with what she
calls a Discovery Guide. In it are
Reflections, Questions, and Personal
Applications.
She writes of her own painful experiences that she calls the “pit” and contends that most of the Christians she
ministers to have to cope with pits.
Pits, if caused by our own decisions,
such as addictions, or imposed pits
caused by abuse, diseases, rejection or
whatever, can be overcome and have
positive results. She cites Joseph’s
slave experience,
that with determined
trust in God, his
“pit” ultimately
became good for
him.
The three steps to
victory she calls “cry
out, confess, and
consent.” Crying out acknowledges
our problem and our inability to
resolve it. To confess our need and
complete commitment to the only
source of help leads to our consent to
trust and wait in faith for the promised
victory.
Moore gives many experiences she has
had in gaining victory over various
pits in life. The book is an encourager
in that someone’s overcoming experiences is a faith builder.
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With any discussion of the Holy Spirit,
a number of questions come to mind.
Paul tells us that our bodies are the
temple of the Holy Spirit. We are also
admonished to ask for the Holy Spirit.
What do I do to hear Him and have
Him to guide me? This work reviews
Scripture on the Holy Spirit and discusses the working of the spirit in the
history of the church. The last section is
written by some of the sisters and tells
how the Sisterhood and Holy Spirit
changed their lives.
This exhaustive study of the Holy
Spirit is informative for those unfamiliar with Scripture. The stories of the
power of the Holy Spirit in the lives of
past Christians are faith builders.
All our questions are not answered,
but it is a book worth the reading.



Always Being Reformed: Faith for a Fragmented World,
Shirley C. Guthrie



Compassion: A Reflection on the Christian Life, Henri J. M.
Nouwen



Chosen by God, R. C. Sproul



Christian Doctrine, Shirley C. Guthrie



Defeating Dark Angels: Breaking Dark Depression in the
Believer’s Life, Charles Knight



Deep Wounds, Deep Healing: Discovering the Vital Link
Between Spiritual Warfare and Inner Healing, Charles H.
Knight, Ellen Kearney, and Mark H. White



The Everyday Guide to Prayer, anonymous



Get Out of that Pit: Straight Talk about God’s Deliverance,
Beth Moore



Gift from the Sea, Anne Morrow Lindbergh



God’s Promises, Anonymous



God’s Promises and Answers, Anonymous



Healing in the Landscape of Prayer, Avery Brooke



Here and Now: Living in the Spirit, Henri J. M. Nouwen



I Give You Authority, Charles Kraft



Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in as Secular World,
Henri J. M. Nouwen



Lord, I’m Torn Between Two Masters (A Devotional
Study on Genuine Faith from the Sermon on the Mount),
Kay Arthur



Making All things New: An Invitation to the Spiritual
Life, Henri J. M. Nouwen



Moments with Angels: Spectacular Encounters with
Heavenly Messengers, Robert Strand



One Year Through the Bible, Anonymous



Pray the Price, Terry Teykl



Psalms, George A. F. Knight



The Sacred Romance, Drawing Closer to the Heart of God,
Brent Curtisand John Eldredge



Starting Your Day Right: Devotions for Each Morning of
the Year, Joyce Meyer



Staying Power: How You Can Win in Life’s Tough Situations, Anne and Ray Ortlund



Too Busy Not to Pray: Slowing Down to Be With God, Bill
Hybels, Lavonne Neff, and Ashley Wiersma



The Weigh Down Diet, Gwen Shamblin



What is Reformed Theology? Understanding the Basics,
RC Sproul



The Wounded Healer: Ministry in Contemporary Society,
Henri J. M. Nouwen

An excerpt from The Wounded Healer
by Henri J. M. Nouwen
A Christian leader is a man of hope whose strength in the
final analysis is based neither on self-confidence derived
from his personality nor on specific expectations for the
future, but on a promise given to him. . . . This hope prevents us from clinging to what we have and frees us to
move away from the safe place and enter unknown and
fearful territory. . . .
The wounded healer is
someone who must look
after his own wounds but at
the same time be prepared
to heal the wounds of others. Deep understanding of
his own pain makes it possible for him to convert his
weakness into strength and
to offer his own experience
as a source of healing to
those who are often lost in
the darkness of their own
misunderstood sufferings.
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Boy Scout Troop 292 Scoutmaster Update
On December 8, the troop
hosted a Scout Fair. Our
scouts were responsible for
seven outdoor exhibits. They
December has been full of
provided instruction and
In previous newsletters you
outdoor activities and
“hands-on” for Cub Scouts
have seen articles regarding
Christmas Celebration. On
the Order of the Arrow (OA). from around the area. These
December 4-6, the troop
Cub Scouts ranged in age
Our Scout District, called the
camped at Camp Grace, a
from 6 to 10 years old. The
Spanish Trail District, develChristian-based camp for
exhibits included reptile
oped a local OA Chapter.
children with special needs.
study, first aid, and knot
Troop 292’s own Barkley
This campout centered on
Kiel was elected as the first tying, a team building exerjust having fun. The
cise, fire starting, outdoor
Lodge Chief for
scouts fished for
cooking, and tent setup. The
the chapter. The
two days and
Cub Scouts had a great time.
troop is pleased
caught many
that Barkley chose The evening ended with cotfish. The weather
to take on this respon- ton candy, popcorn, cobbler
was very cold, and
pie, and drinks. The Scout
sibility and demonthe wind was blowFair is designed to help
strate his leadership
ing like a “cyclone”!
skills. The main purpose of the young Cub Scouts see what
Needless to say, it took all
OA, and this chapter, is to pro- they have to look forward to
the clothing we had to stay
warm. However, this is what vide service to the Mobile Area when they move from Cub
the “Outdoor Program” is all Council of the Boy Scouts and Scouting to Boy Scouting at
age 11. The troop scouts proabout. That is, learning to be help young scouts develop
vided all instruction. This
leadership skills, honor, and
comfortable in adverse
weather conditions. On Sat- responsibility. The OA held its enabled them to accept
responsibility and demonFall Ordeal, or induction, for
urday afternoon the troop
strate leadership skills. They
waived all rules against elec- new members on December
did a great job.
tronic devices. The camp had 11-13. The troop had three
a large-screen TV and satel- scouts inducted—Chandler,
Zac, and Hunter. Congratula- The troop Christmas Party
lite system. You guessed it.
was December 15. The
We watched the Alabama vs tions to these young men for
scouts bought a gift under
their achievement.
Florida SEC championship
By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster

game. On Sunday morning a
church service was held before
returning home.

$10, and the “Dirty Santa”
game was played. Everyone
had a blast. In addition, each
scout was asked to donate
$5, which was given to an
organization that provides
food and other items to
needy individuals. The
troop stresses the importance of helping others.
Winter Camp was December
28-31 at Maubila Scout Reservation in Jackson, AL. This
was a fun camp and allowed
the scouts to acquire merit
badges that they cannot get
at summer camp. Merit
badges reflect knowledge
and skills that are acquired
on vocations, hobbies, Citizenship, safety, and much
more. Scouts can take merit
badge classes in Weather,
which teaches about Meteorology; Citizenship in the
Nation, which teaches the
constitution and obligations
we have as a citizen of this
great country; collecting
(coins/stamps); and many
more areas.
The next campout will be
January 15-18. This will be a
snow skiing campout in
Mentone, which is in north
Alabama. If the weather
should be too warm to make
snow, the troop will camp
near Birmingham at Oak
Mountain. Snow skiing, bike
riding, good food, and fellowship. What else could we
ask for!
The next Scout meeting will
be January 5, 2010.
Once again, thanks for your
support of Troop 292.
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This month in the history
of Providence
January 2, 1990—Providence’s first baby was
born—Kellen Noelle Baker,
daughter of Pastor Brant
and Karen Baker.
January 1990—The Providence Basketball League
was formed.
January 1991—A special
Prayer Meeting was held on
the eve of the deadline for
Iraq’s withdrawal from
Kuwait.

Souper Hoagies to be ready for
pickup or delivery on Super
Bowl Sunday.
January 1997—The Design
Committee was formed for the
new church building. Members were Kathy Damico,
Joanne Hayes, Susan Gibson,
and Betty Montjoy with Tom
Fletcher servicing as the Building Committee liaison.
January 1997—Jerry and Jeny
Williams started a College
Career Group during the Sunday School hour.

January 26, 1998—Katrina
Westerberg and Amy
Westerberg, daughters of
Leslie Westerberg and
granddaughters of Joanne
and Graham Hayes, were
baptized.
January 1999—The Rev.
Gareth (“Gary”) Baker
began his three-month
tenure as Interim Pastor
while Pastor Brant Baker
was on sabbatical.
January 26, 1999—Charter
member Doris Morgan
died.

January 12, 1993—Caroline
and Troy Reed joined ProviJanuary 1997—Providence
dence.
January 2000—A drama
welcomed new members
Betty and George Buller and workshop with the
January 1992—Providence
Covenant Players was held.
Jeanne and John Pasch.
started collecting newspapers to recycle.
January 2000—The Tenth
January 1998—A church calAnniversary Committee
endar, with artwork by the
January 1993—A Game
began asking Providence
children of Providence, was
Night was held.
distributed at the annual con- members and friends for
“Memory Moments,”
gregational meeting.
January 1994—A Heritage
leading up to Providence’s
Pot Luck Supper was held in
Tenth Anniversary
conjunction with the annual January 1998—The Building
celebration on June 10-11.
congregational meeting; the Committee was dissolved.
Committee members
new Building Committee
included Laura Anderson,
January 1, 1998—Providence
was elected.
Patrick Benefield, Gene
held a Four-Corners Prayer
Crossley, Lucky Esneul,
Meeting; members went to
January 1994—A Family
Night Out was held at Cock four corners of Mobile to pray Ken Gadomski, Jo Hayes,
for our elected officials, police and Larry Montjoy.
of the Walk.
and firefighters, school, and
January 9, 2000—Lila
other concerns.
January 1995—A Gumbo
Eardley; Christopher Riley,
and Cupcake Cookoff was
son of Cindy and Noah
held in conjunction with the January 26, 1998—Fourteen
Riley; and Madisen Minke,
people joined Providence:
congregational meeting.
Ginna and James Chappell,
daughter of LaDonna and
Linda and Gene Crossley, Pat Fred Minke, were baptized.
January 1996—A potluck
and Jack Flagg, Pam
dinner with a luau theme
was held in conjunction with Fredelake, Rick Ivy, Dorothy January 23, 2000—Bradley
the congregational meeting. Larrew, LaDonna and Fred
Weaver, son of Heather
Minke, Vicki and Darrell
and John Weaver, was
January 1997—The LOGOS Salbador, and Leslie
baptized.
Westerberg.
youth took orders for
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January 14, 2001—The Rev.
Roy Schneider was installed
as Providence’s second
pastor.
January 14, 2001—Bev
Schneider and Jason
Schneider joined
Providence.
January 13, 2002—Bradley
Weaver, son of Heather and
John Weaver, was baptized.
January 2002—Ross
Dickens and Susan Gibson
began leading the Saturday
evening service on the
second and third Saturdays
of each month. Pastor Roy
Schneider led the service on
the first Saturday and other
elders on the fourth and fifth
Saturdays.
January 5, 2003—Newly
appointed Presbytery of
South Alabama Executive
Presbyter Samford Turner
delivered the message during worship, “A Purposeful
Homecoming.” The Rev.
Turner was previously pastor of First Presbyterian
Church in Foley.
January 10, 2004—A Game
Night was held.
January 2005—Interim Choir
Director Evelyn Watkins
was hired as Music Director.
January 2005—Matt
Brashier, a student in the
Worship Leadership
program at the University
of Mobile, was hired as
Accompanist.
(See “History” on page 14)

Session activities
November 8 Stated
Session Meeting
Contributed by Gene
Crossley, Clerk of Session
 Forwarded a flyer concerning taxation and
legal issues for churches
to the Stewardship elder.
 Approved a motion to
approve the minutes of
the October 13 stated
Session meeting.
 Were informed by Pastor
Mark that the Well has
elicited many positive
comments.
 Reviewed the church
calendar.
 Received the October 31
Treasurer’s Report.
 Approved the use of
$276.17 from the Disaster
Relief account to partially cover the wind
damage assessment from
the Presbytery.

 Discussed the church’s
commitment to IHN.
 Were informed by the
Youth elder that the residual funds in the Wonderful
Wednesdays account are
being transferred to the
Youth Ministry account.

continue to develop a
plan to construct a new
deck to serve as an outdoor worship area.

with our Child Protection
Policy. Sunday morning
duties are to be divided
between the two workers.

 Were informed by Pastor  Approved a recommendation from the AdminisMark that the Youth sumtration Team that Betty
mer trips will alternate
Montjoy and Stephanie
between conferences and
Renn serve as the search
mission trips, and that
 Were informed that the piccommittee.
there will be a mission
torial directory material
trip this coming summer.
was ready to be sent to
 Agreed that Gene
Olan Mills.
Crossley, Mary
 Approved a recommenMastrangelo, Betty
dation from the Adminis Were informed by the
Montjoy, and Don
tration Team that ProviYouth elder that cooking
Purvis, and will discuss
dence hire an additional
for the IHN families was a
the composition of this
childcare worker to cover
very successful and enjoyyear’s Nominating
evening programs and
able youth mission-related
Committee.
special events and to
project.
serve as the second adult
 Received and discussed a
 Were informed by the
on Sunday mornings, so
report on the personnel
Stewardship elder that the
we are in compliance
review process.
Stewardship drive is progressing well.
(“Street,” from page 4)
 Were informed that Pastor
On Saturday, December 19,
Mark and the Evangelism
Jerry Williams, Jessi
Elder are working on a welGadomski, and I from
coming process for visitors.
Pastor’s Study were joined
 Were informed that the
by Al Drinovsky, Mary
Building & Grounds elders Mastrangelo, and Josh and
Jude Mosley to set out with
Pastor Mark in search of
homeless people with whom
we could share the warmth
of Christ’s love in the more
tangible warmth of hot soup,
coffee, Krispy Kremes, blankets, and warm clothing.
Our main point of contact
was at a park in midtown.
Our visit there was just a
start, but it strongly confirmed for us that this is a
ministry where Providence
can shine the light of Jesus
into lives full of darkness.

through the winter. And
socks! We had no idea that
socks would be the supplies
most in demand. The soup
will remain hot as long as
the temperatures are cold,
and water will be given out
regardless of the weather.

Talk to any of us about our
experience and the call God
has put on us. There were
many moments that were
rewarding, not least of all
when Martha wanted to
have prayer with us. But
seeing the need also confirmed for us that being
there is what Jesus would
We hope you will want to
join us to make this a regular do—and wants us to do,
whether or not our efforts
ministry, perhaps every
other Saturday. We will con- are appreciated or have visible results.
tinue to need donations of
warm clothing and blankets
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Congratulations

Worship service volunteers schedule

To Vici and Mike
Watts . . .

By Mary Mastrangelo, Worship Elder

. . . and to Joann
and Chuck Cross
On the birth of their daughter and granddaughter,
Katelyn Victoria Watts, on
December 14.

Date
January 3

Liturgist
Don Bloom

January 10

Pam Fredelake

January 17

Tom Fletcher

January 24

Nedra Bloom

January 31

John Curtis
Andrews

Condolences
To Josh Mosley
and family
On the death of Josh’s
grandfather, Kenneth
Mosley, on December 26.

Communion
Intinction
Nedra Bloom
Gene Crossley

Ushers
Joan Rommes
Buck Bolton
Bill Berry
TBA
Jerry Williams
Gene Crossley
Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck

Al Drinovsky
Jerry Esneul
Pam Fredelake
Ken Gadomski

Mary Mastrangelo
Don Purvis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor
Betty Blakeman
Al Drinovsky
Michelle Nall
TBA

Healing & Wholeness Elder
Pam Garner

(“History,” from page 12)
January 2006—Providence
just completed its first year
hosting IHN families. Team
members included Sierra
Edwards, Benny Harden,
Joan Rommes, and Bev
Schneider.
January 2007—Hurd
Finnegan became Charter
Organization Representative, serving as a liaison
between Providence and
Boy Scout Troop 292.
January 2008—Pam
Fredelake conducted an
Adult Sunday School class
on “Being Presbyterian in
the Bible Belt.”
January 2009—The Pastor’s
Study group read and discussed Alan Paton’s Cry, the
Beloved Country.
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Sharon Smith
Larry Montjoy
TBA
TBA

January 2010
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.” —Jeremiah 29:11

3

9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

11:00 am
Sunday School

10

9:30 am
Worship

6:30 pm
Worship Team

4

7:00 pm
Women’s Group

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

5

5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility

6

7

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Saturday

New Year’s Day

1

2

Church office
closed

Church office
closed

8

7:00 pm
Choir

9:00 am
Men’s Group

9

Cody
Pritchett

Amy Creekmore

11

7:00 pm
Women’s Group

11:00 am
Sunday School

12

6:00 pm
Pastor’s Study at
Panera Bread
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

12:10 pm
Session meeting

5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility

13

14

7:00 pm
Fellowship Team

Church office
closed

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Peter Bloom

Catherine Bloom

Jessica Harden

15

16

CJ Kriner

5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

17

9:30 am
Worship—
Communion
Following
worship service
Congregational
meeting
5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

9:30 am
Worship

24

18

7:00 pm
Women’s Group
Martin Luther
King’s Birthday

31

11:00 am
Sunday School
5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

19

Church Office
Closed

25

7:00 pm
Women’s Group

26

6:00 pm
Pastor’s Study at
Panera Bread
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

6:00 pm
Discipleship
Team

1

6:30 pm
Worship Team

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292
Dodi Berry

20

5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility
7:00 pm
Choir

Mykallah
Knowles

11:00 am
Sunday School
5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

9:30 am
Worship—
Wholeness

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

21

7:00 pm
Shepherds
meeting

Church office
closed

22

23

9:00 am
Men’s Group

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

27

5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility

28

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Church office
closed

29

TBA
Supper Club

30

7:00 pm
Choir
Pam Garner

2

5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility

3

7:00 pm
Choir

7:00 pm
Women’s Group
Jude Mosley
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7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

4

Church office
closed

5

9:00 am
Men’s Group
5:30 pm
the Well

6

P
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CREATION
O
R
N
E
R
A Mountain of trash
By Pastor Mark R. Renn

Don’t add to the trash problem in Mobile—recycle your Christmas Tree!* Keep Mobile Beautiful
is collecting old Christmas Trees now through
Thursday, January 7, at the following locations:

Trash fact—Recycling reduces pollution and saves natural resources, energy, landfill space, and money. 96% less
energy is used when aluminum is made from recycled
aluminum cans rather than bauxite ore. That amounts to
3 hours of energy saved with the recycling of just 1 aluminum can.

Trash fact—It takes 2 ounces of wood pulp to make 1
ounce of paper. Each ton of paper recycled saves 17 trees,
 2655 Dauphin Island Parkway—Parkway Plaza using 60% less energy than making it from wood pulp.
 2501 Government Boulevard—In front of Food
World
Trash fact—Each American generates 4.4 pounds of gar 4055 Cottage Hill west of Azalea—Wildwood bage a day! So what’s in our garbage?
Shopping Center
 Airport at University—Behind the BP station
 Plastics—9.9%
 Paper/paperboard—
 Airport at Schillinger—Westwood Plaza
 Metals—7.7%
38.6%
 Tillman’s Corner—Cloverleaf Plaza
 Glass—5.5%
 Yard Waste—12.8%
 Moffett at Forest Hill Drive—Park Forest Center
 Wood—5.3%
 Food Waste—10.1%
 Saraland—Sears Essentials Shopping Center
Trash fact—The cost of handling garbage in America is
the third biggest item after education, police, and fire
protection.

* If you can’t transport your tree yourself, call the church office.
Pastor Mark will arrange for it to be picked up at your home.

