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Providence Presbyterian Church
“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

No idle promises, no wasted brainstorming
opportunity to do something fresh and exciting,
only to hear comments like
One of the first things that
“We’ve never done it that
new parents and kids learn
way before” or “That
as they interact is that idle
wouldn’t work here/now.”
threats give permission for
continued bad behavior, and Leaders who are given permission to be creative, only
that half-hearted promises
invite disappointment, a loss to see their creative ideas put
of trust, and a general feeling on the shelf to collect dust,
of low expectations. If a child are that much more likely to
feel that their ideas and creis given a chance to get
excited about a new possibil- ativity are wasted.
ity, but over time realizes
that it was all “just talk,” they One of the practices that I
initiated at this year’s Sesare less likely to dream big
sion retreat was for the leadand trust that those dreams
ers of this church to think
will ever come to fruition.
back over the last year and
make a list of all of the things
When it comes to church
that we have seen God
leadership, one of the most
frustrating positions to be in accomplish in this place. The
list that we came up with is
is to see potential
very similar to the list we
and know that
compiled at last year’s
there is an
retreat when we had a
chance to dream big and
brainstorm about what
was needed and desired
at Providence. What I
By Pastor Mark Renn

Ahoy! Vacation Bible School
starts on Sunday, June 6. Don’t
miss our High Seas Expedition.
There’s out-of-this-world fun for
adults, too. Details on page 3.

wanted them to glean
from this exercise was
that when we invest in
brainstorming and take
the time to come up with
great ideas, this is a
church that will
always follow through
when given great
opportunities.
How many of
you have ever
been asked
for your
honest
opinion,
or for a
creative
idea, only to
hear “thanks,
we’ll really give that some
thought” but then never see
any action as a result of your
comments. One of the first
projects that came out of last
year’s Session retreat was
working with Ken Shaw to
realize his suggestion to relocate and reinvest in the church
library. As a result of tapping
into his creativity and initiative, the narthex and church
library corner are now one of
our most inviting and attractive places in the church.

When we moved forward on this project, I
remember Ken being
both pleased and surprised at how quickly this
church moved from
hearing a great and
promising idea to
putting it into
action. The
Session of this
church is one
that carefully
considers and
deliberates on
new
projects,
but once we
decide to
move forward, we don’t
drag our heels.
Below is a list of most of the
things that our Session and
church accomplished in just
one year. Many of these
ideas came out of our brainstorming session last year,
and many of these ideas
grew out of the earlier Revisioning process that the
church undertook. I promise
you that we also compiled a
(See “Pastor” on page 2)
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(“Pastor,” from page 1)
list of great ideas for the
coming year at this year’s
retreat. If you take anything
from this article and this list
of achievements, take this:
“If you have a great idea for
a new ministry, project, or
opportunity, don’t sit on it.
Talk to me or a Session
member and expect two
things: 1) that your idea will
be heard and seriously considered and 2) that you will
be asked to be a primary
source for leadership and
participation in ensuring
the success of your idea.”
This Session is not about
withholding permission and
doing only the things that
are comfortable and familiar; we are about giving permission and providing the
support and resources for
you to feel that your church
is aware of what is important to you. Take a look at
this brief “year in review,”
and take a moment to dream
about what you want to see
on our list of accomplishments this time next year!
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Relocating and reinvesting in the Church
Library.
Rearranging and decorating the narthex and
the conference room.



Improving the grounds
and landscaping in front
and along the edge of
the property.



Tinting the windows in
the narthex and sanctuary to reduce cooling
costs.



Installing professional
signage for our Eagle
Scout projects.



Launching a ministry to
the homeless.



Launching Ignition, a
new ministry led by the

youth for our
elementary
students.


Launching
Mobility, a completely reformatted youth
program
designed specifically for Providence by its
leaders.



Starting “Pastor’s Study Goes
to the Movies” as
a summer option
for discussion and
fellowship.



Moving the choir loft
around.



Hiring Chris as
Accompanist, then
later as our Music
Director.



Hiring Courtney as
Audio/Visual
Coordinator.



Hiring Kristen and
Amber to serve with
Wendy in the Nursery.



and ability to deal with serious
issues.
Providence Presbyterian
Church is not an idle church.
We are a church that is on the
move. Where we will go in the
year to come is in God’s hands,
and we trust that the Holy
Spirit is leading and guiding
this church to be a beacon of
light in West Mobile and
beyond.
Praying, Listening, and
Acting,

Starting a Community
Garden, which resulted
in
– a newspaper article
– a feature on
www.gulfcoastlocalfood.org
– an invitation for Mark
to speak at the Hunger and Food Security
workshop (see details
later in this
newsletter)
– new connections
being made with people in our community
not already connected
to the church

And, finally, the installation
of a new roof which, at the
cost of about $17,000, shows
our strong financial position
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vacation
bible school
Sunday, June 6–Thursday, June 10
Sunday, June 6
 Bible point: God’s word
is true.
 Bible story: God frees
Peter from prison (Acts
12:1-19)
 Bible verse: “But you are
near O Lord, and all your
commandments are true.”
(Psalms 119:151)

Monday, June 7
 Bible point: God’s word
is comforting.
 Bible story: God confronts Paul in a storm at
sea (Acts 27)

 Bible verse: “Your promise revives me; it comforts
me in all my troubles.”
(Psalms 119:50)

Tuesday, June 8
 Bible point: God’s word
is surprising.
 Bible story: Paul survives
a bite by a poisonous
snake (Acts 28:1-10)
 Bible verse: “Open my
eyes to see the wonderful
truths in your instructions.” (Psalms 119:18)

Wednesday, June 9
 Bible point: God’s word
is life-changing.

 Bible story: Peter and
John teach about Jesus
(Acts 3:1-4:12)

Evening schedule


 Bible verse: “Give me life
through your word.”
(Psalms 119:37)

Thursday, June 10
 Bible point: God’s word
is for everyone.

Adults—$4
Children under 12–$2


 Bible story: The community of believers share
(Acts 2:42-47)
 Bible verse: “Your faithfulness extends to every
generation, as enduring as
the earth you created.”
(Psalms 119:90)

. . . and while the children are enjoying a High Seas Expedition
By Nedra Bloom
While the children are enjoying a High
Seas Expedition during VBS, adults
will sail even higher. We’ll go into the
heavens with Out of the Silent Planet by
C.S. Lewis.

Don't worry if you're not a sci-fi
fan—there’s way more to it than
science fiction. No need to read
ahead—we'll read, act, and talk our
way through the entire short book
during class.

Come, join the world of the Hrossa,
the Sorn, and the Pfifltriggi, and
The first volume of Lewis’ space trilogy, the book is a fascinating and excit- learn more about the relationship
ing story as well as a thoughtful look at between humans and our God.
who may be called to serve God and
what they may be called to do.
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5:30–6:00 pm
Youth fundraiser
dinner—Prepared by
Pastor Mark, Mary
Mastrangelo, and the
youth

6:15–8:30 pm
Gathering, video,
Bible study, games,
snacks, closing

MISSION
 



 



Family Promise/IHN update
IHN at Providence is
changing
By Joan Rommes, IHN
Team
If nothing ever changed, there'd
be no butterflies—Author
Unknown
For the last five years the
Providence congregation
has provided temporary
shelter, food, and caring
support to numerous homeless families.
I cannot count the many
ways that God’s love was
demonstrated to these
moms, dads, and children in
crisis. From moving a trailer
filled with beds, washing
linens, preparing meals,
changing babies, or playing
with restless children so that
a stressed parent could get a
moment of quiet to spending
the night at the church.

in June for the first time
and have Providence serve
as the support congregation
for them. The families are
scheduled to stay June 13–
June 20.
Church of the Redeemer
plans to serve as the host site
for the remaining 2010 dates
designated for Providence
and has invited the Providence congregation to provide assistance
and support. If you can volunteer this week, please contact someone on the Family
Promise Team:






Providence’s role as
support church for IHN
By Mary Mastrangelo, IHN
Team
As the previous article notes,
Providence is becoming the
support church for the Church
of the Redeemer. They have
been doing the same thing for
us for the past 2-3 years.
What this means is that we
agree to being Dinner Providers and Evening Hosts for
three nights during each host
week. Also, any night we

Benny
Harden
(463-5758)

We hope to be as helpful and
cooperative with
Redeemer’s
Hosting of
homeless families as they
were with us.

Thanks from the
Executive Director

Joan Rommes
(653-4308 or
591-1711)
Mary
Mastrangelo
(602-1993)

can provide
Overnight Hosts
will be
greatly
appreciated.

 Sierra
Then those Sundays of setEdwards
ting up for these families
(591-6219)
and a week later taking
everything down to be ready  Diana
for Sunday services. We
Shaw/
could not have done it withRedeemer
out the prayers and support
(605-8609)
of those at Providence.
Please continue to
keep our homeThen Church of the
Redeemer Episcopal became less brothers,
sisters and
a partner with Providence
and shared the responsibili- children in
prayer.
ties and blessings of this

Mary
Mastrangelo
met with Diana
Shaw of
Redeemer,
who is
their IHN

ministry.
Now they are looking forward to hosting the families

Coordinator. We committed
to the providing dinners on
the following three nights:
Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday, June 14,16, and 18.
There will be sign-up sheets
in our narthex and also
announcements during Sunday service. And maybe
even personal phone calls as
needed!
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Providence received this
message from Teressa Ramsey, Executive Director of
Family Promise of Coastal
Alabama.
“Thank you so much for all
that you do for our families!
We appreciate the fact that
Providence Presbyterian
Church was willing to open
your doors and hearts to
receive our families when
our need was tremendous
for host sites.”

MISSION
 



 



Providence Homeless/Hunger Outreach
By Linda Payne
It is inspiring to see God
using Providence Farms and
the Homeless/Hunger Outreach in our community.
Our first official harvest
from the “farm” (community garden) was lettuce for
a humongous salad served
as part of a lunch for the
clients of Faith by Works at
Bethlehem Baptist Church in
Grand Bay.
On Tuesday, May 4,
team members Mary
Mastrangelo, Benny
Harden, Veda May Taylor,
Pastor Mark Renn, Jessi
Gadomski, Jude Mosley,
and Linda Payne arrived at
the church, prepared to cook
and serve spaghetti with
meat sauce, tossed salad,
garlic bread, and grapes for
80 carryouts.
We were surprised to find
ourselves serving 137! But
we didn’t need a miracle of
loves and fishes, however,
since the pantry at the ministry provided backup. We
had a good time together,
serving those in need and
meeting new brothers and
sisters.
We will be participating in
this ministry monthly, with
our next lunch scheduled for
Wednesday, June 16. Please
contact Mary Mastrangelo if
you’d like to help!
On Sunday, May 30, a group
visited U-Pick in Lucedale,

MS, to supplement our own
gardening with produce for
canning, pickling, VBS
meals, and a lunch at 15
Place the next day. (Unfortunately, they were closed.)
On Memorial Day, the team
served up an “All American
Cookout” and rousing
round of bingo for the clients
of 15 Place, a daycenter for
the homeless of Mobile
(www.15place.org). Grillmasters Benny Harden and
Mark Renn flipped burgers
and dogs, which were supplemented with potato
salad, chips, and watermelon.
Famed emcee and bingo
caller “Big Al” Drinovsky
lent his golden tones to the
festivities following the meal
and clean-up. All in all, 21
Providence members and
friends served and visited
with about 120 homeless clients. Don’t you wish you
had been there? Next time
you can be.

“Now I’m returning to you.
I’m saying these things in the
world’s hearing
So my people can experience
My joy completed in them.
I gave them your word;
The godless world hated
them because of it,
Because they didn’t join the
world’s ways,
Just as I didn’t join the world's
ways.
I’m not asking that you take
them out of the world
But that you guard them from
the Evil One.
They are no more defined by
the world
Than I am defined by the
world.
Make them holy—consecrated—with the truth;
Your word is consecrating
truth.
In the same way that you
gave me a mission in the
world,

What can I give?








Summer clothing
Backpacks or duffles
Toiletry items
Bottled water
My financial support
My time
My prayers

I give them a mission in the
world.
I’m consecrating myself for
their sakes
So they’ll be truthconsecrated in their
mission. —John 17:13-19
(The Message)

Our mission
To be Christ in this world.
To be The Church, unconfined by buildings. And we
are blessed by love, fellowship, and fun on our way.
Come join us!

We also plan to resume
outreach to homeless street
people in June and continue
to ask for your donations of
summer clothing (especially
for men), backpacks or
duffle bags, toiletry items,
bottled water, and/or
financial support.
Did you know that Jesus
prayed in the Garden for our
mission on his last night on Three generations prepare a salad with Providence Farms greens for
earth? His thoughts were on the Faith by Works lunch. (L-R): Jude Mosley, Jessi Gadomski,
his followers and their work. Linda Payne. Photo by Ken Gadomski.
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Garden update
Providence
Presbyterian
Community Garden
By Ang Jordan, May 23, 2010,
reprinted from
www.gulcoastlocalfood.org
 WHAT: Providence Farms
Community Garden
 WHERE: Providence Presbyterian Church, 2320
Schillinger Road S, Mobile
 FOUNDED: Fall 2009
 CONTACT:
www.providence-pc.org,
251.633.9701

Gardeners pay a $15 annual
fee to cover expenses, sign
an agreement to donate 25%
of their yield for community
outreach, and agree to help
throughout the season with
Providence Farms Community Garden was conceived The gardens are also part of general garden chores. The
program encourages comthe church’s aid to the
as a way of demonstrating
environmental stewardship needy. Participants agree to posting and provides bins
donate 25% of their harvest on site for garden waste; a
as an integral part of the
rainwater collection barrel
to area food banks, such as
church’s mission, and utisupplies water for the garlizes a sunny patch of previ- Faith by Works in Grand
den and helps conserve
Bay. The church plans to
ously unused land behind
resources. There are now
the building. The plots are in make and donate a meal
a highly visible spot just out- once a month from the avail- over 16 beds in the garden,
and the church will build
side the church’s sanctuary, able produce.
more as the need arises.
and provide a gathering
Plots are available to anyplace as well as a means of
one; membership in the
growing food. The first 12
See “Garden” on page 7)
church is not required.
raised beds in the garden
I spoke with Reverend Mark
Renn on May 12 about the
community garden at Providence Presbyterian Church.

were designed and built in
fall 2009 as an Eagle Scout
project by Josh Nottenkamper of Troop 292, which
meets at the church.

Photo collage by Laura Anderson
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“Garden,” from page 6)
Crops currently growing in
the garden include: basil,
green beans, eggplant, rosemary, cilantro, sage, parsley,
tomatoes (variety of kinds),
jalapenos, banana peppers,
cayenne peppers, Thai chili
peppers, stevia, okra, bell
peppers, crookneck squash,
cucumbers, carrots, onions,
beets, snap peas, turnips,
pole beans, potatoes, sunflowers, lima beans, pink eye
peas, small pumpkins, and
Atlantic giant pumpkins.
Read more in this Press-Register story from April 12,
2010. For more information
about getting a plot, visit the
church web site where you
can download the registration form.

Presbyterian
Church sets up
community garden
By Carolyn Brady, April 12,
2010, reprinted from the
blog.al.com/pr-communitynews/2010/04/mobiles_
providence_presbyterian_
church_sets_up_community
_garden.html
MOBILE, Ala.—Providence
Presbyterian Church stands
in the shadow of the big
water tower on Schillinger
Road near Cottage Hill
Road. The church, always
mindful of community
needs, has developed community gardens.

garden project is about
reconnecting people with
the cycles of God’s provision
while providing the tangible
result of fresh and healthy
food.”
He went on to say that one of
their goals for the gardens
was to create space where
anyone without a place for
growing food of their own,
such as those who live in
apartments or have total
shade yards, could have a
place to plant.
The plots are available for
use with the completion of a
registration form and paying a $15 annual fee to help
with the cost of supplies and
gardening tools. In addition,
gardeners will share 25 percent of their produce with
those in need.
The Come Grow With Us
group will donate part of the
25 percent to area kitchens to
feed the needy, such as Faith
by Works in Grand Bay. A
food pantry is also maintained at the church. The
group will have a booth at
Market in the Park to sell
vegetables, and those proceeds will go to support mission outreach.
The plots have been tilled
and are ready for planting.
Most are 4 feet wide and
vary in lengths from 17 to 52
feet long. Renn has planted
some beans in his plot. One
couple, along with their
grandchildren, plan to plant
sunflowers in theirs. Herbs
planted last year are still
growing, as well as lettuce.

They are offering to anyone
in the community the use of
raised garden plots built on
church property for the purRenn has had a garden of his
pose of growing food for
themselves and sharing with own and grows his vegetables organically but says that
those in need.
the individual grower can
The Rev. Mark Renn, pastor choose whether to grow
organic or not.
of Providence, said, “The

There is a
rainwater collection system
in place to
help with
watering, and
compost piles
are ready and
available for
use.
“We have
books here to
share that
actually show
how to lay out
a square foot
gardening,”
Renn said.
The idea
began with church leadership who wanted to help
Boy Scout Troop 292, which
meets weekly in the church
building.
Because some of the scouts
were looking for community
projects to help them earn
badges, the leaders compiled a diverse list of
projects—from the simple to
the very complex and challenging.
Scout Josh Nottenkamper
chose to create raised bed
gardens for his Eagle Scout
project. He developed a plan
to build beds of various sizes
in an unused area on the side
of the church building. He
gathered donations from
friends and businesses in the
community. A group of
scouts and adults pitched in
and over three weekends,
they completed 12 beds by
building frames, digging out
grass and weeds, adding soil
and compost and then tilling
the space.
“He did a fantastic job,”
Renn said. The “Come
Grow With Us” Providence
Presbyterian Community
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Improved rainwater collection
system
Gardens became a reality, and
Josh achieved rank as an Eagle
Scout.
Another goal is trying to get
people connected with the
land and food production in
general, not only to encourage
healthy living, but also for
environmental reasons.
“I see gardening, especially
when it comes to raising food,
as a good metaphor for life,
because you only benefit as
much as you invest,” Renn
said.
“We hope that the garden will
provide a space for the creation of new relationships and
connections within our neighborhood.”
Anyone interested in securing
a plot can find more information and a registration form on
the church Web site,
www.providence-pc.org, or
by calling Renn at 251-6339701. The church address is
2320 Schillinger Road S.
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Stewardship
Update to “The church that financially stepped out in faith—Providence Presbyterian”
Editor’s Note: This is an update
to the story Al Drinovsky told
at the Congregational meeting
on Sunday, January 17.
By Al Drinovsky,
Stewardship Elder

(about $17,000) to pay for this
came from their Cash Reserve
Fund. For years they have
been taking money left over at
the end of the year and putting
it into this fund so they could
pay for items like this.

Another change in the finances
of Providence was the hiring
of new staff, a Music Director
and additional nursery help.
Without getting into the
details, the total result of the
additional staff was less than
Since that time a lot has hap- budgeted.
pened with Providence’s
A lot of wonderful things have
finances. First, they finally
happened, too, with the
replaced the roof over the
finances at Providence in the
kitchen and Narthex. This
first four months this year. But
should stop the roof from
they still have to keep up the
leaking every time it rains.
They have had this problem good work.
for a long time. The money
When we last left Providence, they had just stepped
out in faith and passed the
2010 budget that was about
$16,500 higher than the estimated income.

At the end of April they still
have a deficit of about $3,800
(budget vs. actual). So as the
summer goes on and they
find so many ways to have
fun in the sun, they will need
to continue to remember

News

their stewardship role with
Providence.
Keep watching for new
updates on the story of
Providence’s stepping out
in faith.

from the pews

Peter Bloom graduates from Gettysburg College
Contributed by Nedra
Bloom, Proud Mom
Peter Bloom graduated
magna cum laude from Gettysburg College on May 16.
Catherine, James, and
Camille joined Nedra and
Don for the ceremony,
where Peter earned a double

major in German and
Globalization. He hopes to
put his degree to work for
the State Department, where
he interned last summer.
Keep your fingers crossed!
He’s also on the alternate list
to be a Fulbright Scholar, so
keep the rest of your fingers
crossed, too!
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Youth

Providence youth get ready for a jam-packed summer!
By Liz Gross, Discipleship
elder

VBS decorating and
Mexican food eating

Youth mission trip to
Austin

The Launch at Blue
Lake

School’s out, and the summer break begins.
The second week of June,
parents usually start hearing
complaints of boredom from
their children. However,
Providence Youth will be
Then, on Friday, June 4, we
hard pressed to complain
about boredom this summer! will meet at the church at
6:00 pm to decorate for VBS
and go have dinner at El
VBS training
Giro.

VBS High Seas
Expedition

On Tuesday, June 1, less
than one week after school is
over, VBS training will
take place as our youth
prepare to be crew leaders
and staff for the High Seas
Expedition.

VBS ends on Thursday, June
10, but the summer is just
beginning as many of the
youth head to Austin, TX, on
Saturday, June 12. They will
be working with Group
Camps on an experience of a
lifetime, serving people in
the community in numerous
ways.
After some fun Mark has
lined up for the youth, they
will return to Mobile on Saturday evening, June 19.

On Sunday, June 6, the High
Seas Expedition takes off for
a five-day adventure.

Are we done yet? No, not
yet. Some of our youth will
be camp counselors at The
Launch, the first annual
Presbytery camp at Blue
Lake Campground in
Andalusia, AL.
Pastor Mark is leading this
camp opportunity, and our
Senior High students are
able to participate as camp
counselors and support
staff.
This will take place from
Sunday, June 27 (after a
youth training day on Saturday, June 26) through
Thursday, July 1.

And in between all of these activities . . .
In between all these activities will be
youth get-togethers
and summer
park
gatherings.
There will be
time for community service
and fund raisers
in there as well.

So, you won’t be hearing Providence
Youth talking about being bored.
Instead, they will be full of stories
about activities and conversations
they have shared with the other

youth of the
church. We are
all looking
forward to a
marvelous
summer of activity!
Watch the Providence Youth Facebook
page, the Sunday bulletin, and this
newsletter for details.
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Pictures by Laura Anderson and Allison Gross. Photo collage by Laura Anderson. Column 1—top: Pastor Mark Renn; second from top (L-R): Joshua Andrews, John Curtis
Andrews; third from top (L-R): Joshua Andrews, Jude Mosley; bottom (L-R): Lydia Gross, Pastor Mark Renn, John Curtis Andrews. Column 2—top (L-R): Leah Andrews,
Joshua Andrews, Dean Gross; second from top (L-R): Kelsey Fredelake, Melodi Hacker; third from top (L-R): Leah Andrews; Allison Gross; bottom (L-R): Dean Gross, Leah
Andrews, James Hacker. Bottom—third from left (L-R): Donnie Garner, Courtney Duncan, Melodi Hacker; fourth from left (L-R): Katrina Westerberg, Nedra Bloom, Pastor
Mark Renn. Second column from right—top: Melodi Hacker; fourth from top (L-R): Donnie Garner, Lydia Gross. Rightmost column—second from top (L-R): Wesley McRoy,
Ryan Mouner; third from top (L-R): Dean Gross, Joshua Andrews. Center (L-R): Joshua Andrews, Leah Andrews, Donnie Garner, Allison Gross, Jessi Gadomski, Pastor Mark
Renn, Dean Gross, Wesley McRoy, Brian Kane, Lydia Gross, John Curtis Andrews, James Hacker, Ryan Mouner, Kelsey Fredelake, Melodi Hacker, Courtney Duncan.

We be jammin’—Dewberry style!

Youth yard sale and car wash—May 8

Top left: Melodi Hacker; top right: Wendy
Mouner; bottom left: Myra Roebuck;
bottom right: Melodie and Donnie Garner
• page 12 •

Top left: Jude Mosley; top right
(L-R): Brian Kane, Allison
Gross; above left (L-R): Allison
Gross, Brian Kane, Amy
Westerberg; above right (L-R):
Amy Westerberg, James
Hacker, Allison Gross; left
(L-R): Jude Mosley, Amy
Westerberg, James Hacker,
Allison Gross, Brian Kane.
Photos by Jessi Gadomski and
Ken Gadomski.
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And the Chili Cookoff winners are . . .

Team Murphy
Team Murphy scored a tasty victory in the Second Annual Chili Cookoff
Youth Fundraiser on Saturday, May 1. The team was awarded the
Golden Spoon for raising the most money at the event. They also earned
the Tastiest Chili honor.
Team members (pictured above, from left) were Amy Westerberg,
Keenan Madden, Brian Sims, Katrina Westerberg, and Myra Roebuck.
Six teams (Firehouse, Heaven and Nature [Choir], Marksmen, Murphy,
Newsletter, and Providence Farms) participated in the Chili Cookoff,
raising a total of $158 for Providence youth ministries. Thanks to all who
participated, whether they decorated, cooked chili, donated time and/
or money, or just stopped in to enjoy the food and fellowship.
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Firehouse Chili

Winners


Golden Spoon—Murphy



Tastiest Chili—Murphy



Spiciest Chili—Marksmen



Best Theme Decorations—Heaven and Nature (Choir)



Most Unique Chili—Firehouse

Heaven and Nature (Choir) Chili

Moneymakers (Total $158)


Firehouse—$25



Heaven and Nature (Choir)—$26



Marksmen—$18



Murphy—$44



Newsletter—$21



Providence Farms—$24

Marksmen Chili

Newsletter Chili

Top right (L–R): Donnie Garner; middle right (L–R): Laura
Fletcher, Lori Seman; above (L–R): Chris Duncan, Pastor Mark
Renn; bottom right (L–R): Linda Payne, Don Bloom, Nedra
Bloom, Ken Gadomski, Jessi Gadomski.
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survey of 46,000 children and the results
based on the amount of support, the
By
Waldo
Beach
authors call assets, received. Talk time
Unity Builder Devotions
with parents is listed as an example of an
The subtitle is “A Christian Response
for Small Groups
asset. The students with the greater numto the Technological Revolution.”
ber of assets manifest more positive
By Tim Baker and others
Beach states that this book is about
behaviors, such as caring for others and
moral norms in Christian living as
In 123 pages the
school success. The book lists activities
found in Scripture and tradition. It is a
authors cover a
parents can do in the home, in school, in
discussion of the formidable chalnumber of topics
lenges facing Christians which technol- the community, and in church.
under 41 headings.
ogy presents. Marshalling a number of
A better title would
Since we live in a society that is based on
facts in different categories, Beach
be “Activities for
asserts the present god of America and reward for performance, the notion of
Small Groups” for
success has to be interpreted through
most of the world is scientism. Since
that is what it is. The
the Industrial Revolution the growing Christian principles of acceptance in
stated aim of the
unconditional love. Parents reading this
dependency has
book is to foster a
book would profit from the many ideas
sense of belonging. Each heading has a been on science
given.
topic, a scripture, and needed materi- to answer
problems. As
als for the activity. The activity is
Crazy Love
Christians,
described along with questions. One
we
believe
heading is called “The Bond of Unity.”
By Francis Chan
The topic is friendship, the Scripture is that to be
God centered
This is definitely a different book in that
Col. 3:12-14, and the materials are a
not
only
gives
a
you do not have to read it to get its mesplate of treats, toilet paper, and pencils.
moral
compass
in
a
sage. In the forward Chan gives his web
The activity is for the group to hug in a
growing
secular
society,
but
to
use
site (www.CrazyLoveBook.com), tells
circle and then wrap themselves up in
technology
profitable
and
morally.
why he wrote the book, and gives a syntoilet paper before moving in the direcopsis of each chapter.
tion of the treats at the other end of the
The
book
is
informative
concerning
room. Once the treats are reached, a
specific problems related to technolChan, as pastor of Cornersuggested question is, “What was it
ogy,
which
he
refers
to
as
the
wheel,
stone Church in Semi
like being so close as you tried to
but
few
solutions
are
given
to
counter
Valley, CA, believes the
accomplish the task?”
them or means to better become God
contemporary Christian
centered.
He
rightfully
asserts
that
church in America is
The book may have some merit if activtechnology
is
not
evil
in
itself,
but
in
similar to the Laodicean
ities are desired by teen leaders, but a
the
way
it
is
used.
church mentioned in Revsense of belonging could be realized
elation that was neither
through sharing experiences of closecold nor hot, but revolting to Christ. The
ness, starting with the leader. Another What Kids Need to
problem is that the church does not have
idea would be to discuss belonging
Succeed
a grasp on who God is, but is kept in a
concepts from a list of questions.
safe place in our thinking. He gives
By Peter L. Benson, Judy
examples of those who serve Him out of
Galbraith and
love and not fear. This book says we need
Pamela Espeland
to ask God for His direction and follow
His leading.
The book is relevant for
those parents who still
The immediate response is guilt for not
have the time to influbeing better than the Laodiceans, but that
ence their children. The
book centers around a
(See “Library” on page 22)
Book reviews by Ken Shaw

The Wheel and the Cross

Have a book to
donate to the library?
Leave it in the basket
near the bookshelves.
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Who’s THAT in the
background?
background?*
By Nedra Bloom
Ken Shaw enjoys reading
books about his faith, and he
wants to share the experience with the entire church,
so his first project upon joining Providence last year was
revamping the church
library.
He knew firsthand that a
church library could be beneficial and well organized.
Ken learned that at Westminster Presbyterian, his
church home before Providence. Back at Westminster,
Bill Fox’s wife, Lee, used her
professional skills as a
librarian to organize the
materials there. (Yes, that’s
our Bill Fox—Laura
Fletcher’s dad—who sings
in the Providence choir and
then slips out to make it to
Westminster in time to sing
with the choir there.)
But when Ken began attending Providence, he saw that
the library—then housed in
the conference room—
wasn’t very well organized
and, consequently, wasn’t

very useful. Working with
Pastor Mark Renn, Don
Purvis, and C. J. Kriner, Ken
helped relocate the library to
the narthex nook, label all
the books, and organize
them alphabetically within
categories. John Curtis
Andrews and Pastor Mark
hung some
of the original artwork
Ken has donated to the
church.
He also previews the books
and reviews them for the
newsletter.

Right now, he’s reading
about Old Testament faith
and history, an area that is
less familiar to many Providence members. Long before
he earned his doctorate in
special education, Ken studied at Philadelphia School of
the Bible and Southern Seminary. But he’s enjoying
revisiting that topic.
Anyone wishing to borrow
a library book should check
it out on the signup sheet.
People wishing to make
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donations may leave them
in the basket near the bookshelves.
It pleases Ken that many people are using the library.
“That’s the main point,” said
Ken, who joined Providence.
People who want to change
their behavior and their life
need to be exposed to ideas, he
said. “The library is one of the
better tools for helping people
grow.”

*in the library

Boy Scout Troop 292 Scoutmaster Update
By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster
May was a very successful
month of scouting for our 16
new scouts and the scouting
program in general. The 100th
year celebration Council Banquet was awesome. We had 22
parents and scouts in attendance at the Mitchell Center for this celebration
and recognition of
2009 Eagle
Scouts throughout the Council.
The Mobile Area
Council of the Boy
Scout of America is
under great leadership
with a new camp (Camp Pinetreat) and plans to make
improvements at Maubila
Scout Reservation, at Camp
Pinetreat, and with the scouting program.
The May campout was held on
May 21-23 at Sheppard State
Park in Gautier, Mississippi. It
was hot and there were plenty
of “yellow flies” and “chiggers!” I can definitely vouch
for the “chigger” part! That is
all you need to know! This was
a very successful campout as
we had 12 of our 16 new scouts
in attendance to acquire Outdoor Skills. They cooked meals
on their own, washed dishes,
learned about knife/saw/axe
safety, and had an instructional class on first aid. The
new scouts pitched a tent by
themselves and learned a lot
about how a Boy Scout troop
operates.

June 19–July 4, and 12 scouts
and adults will be planning
for a trip to the Bahamas for
“Sea Base in July. In addition, we have 4 scouts going
to National Jamboree celebrating the 100th year of Boy
Scouting in American. Thousands of scouts will be in
attendance. Barkley will be
the Senior Patrol Leader for
our contingency from the
Mobile Area Council. Those attending National
Jamboree from the
troop are Cam, Barkley, Jonathan, and
Alan.

Six scouts and adults from
our troop attended a very
intensive Wilderness First
Aid Course that was taught
by the American Red Cross
at the Church. This training
is required for at least one
person when the troop is
involved in a “high adventure” program such as
mountain climbing at Philmont Scout Ranch in New
Mexico, Sailing at Sea Base
in the Keys or Bahamas, and
Northern Tier which is a
canoe base along the Canada
border. Robbie, Alan, and
Stephen participated in this
training.

The July Campout will be
held at Cape Sand Blast,
Florida, at a beach house.
We plan to do some crabbing, fishing, skim boarding,
swimming, tubing, and
water skiing.

During May, the troop had 7
scouts that were elected into
the Order of the Arrow,
which is a service organization of scouting. Troop 292
has about 23 scouts and
adults involved in this organization. These scouts and
adults will provide service

June will be a busy and exciting month for the troop. The
troop will have about 22 scouts
at summer camp on June 6-13,
12 scouts and adults will go to
Philmont Scout Ranch on
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to the scouting program in
the Mobile Area Council.
About six months ago, you
may remember that a lady
was shot and killed in her
driveway in the Eight Mile
community. Our scouts contacted the family and helped
them clean out the home,
take things to the dump, and
take many items to Goodwill. The family was very
appreciative for the help.
This service project of “Service to Others” is a core
value in scouting, and we
are pleased that many scouts
helped out with this project
and helped this family.
A special thanks goes out to
Providence Presbyterian
Church for your support of
the troop. We appreciate the
use of the church facilities
and the hospitality given to
us from your members.
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This month in the history
of Providence


Pentecost Sunday, June 3,
1990—Providence was
chartered by the Presbytery of South Alabama.
The service was held at
Spring Hill Presbyterian
Church with a reception
following the service.
The following people
joined Providence: Clyde
and Laura Anderson,
Karen Baker, Mark and
Mary Ann Benefield,
Chris Beukenkamp,
Linda Beukenkamp, Lisa
Beukenkamp, Aubrey
and Jenny Bishop, Steve
and Linda Boone, Jenny
Boyce, Johanna Boyce,
Brightman and Glenda
Brock, Jerry and Theresa
Cassity, Kathy Damico,
Miriam Elliott, Jerry and
Lucky Esneul, Ethel
Ewing, Les and Ava Gore,
Larry Heard, Jean Heard,
Dave and Sharon Helms,
Nancy Kaffer, Richard
Lee, Wayne and Mary
Long, Jud and Janet
Lambard, Diane
McCleery, Paul and
Kimberly Merrill, Larry
and Betty Montjoy,
Glenn Montjoy, Kevin
Montjoy, Richard
Montjoy, James and Judy
Moore, Clifton and
Suzanne Moore, Ken and
Doris Morgan, Doug
Mulkey, Gene and
Marion Noce, John Noce,
Emmett and Linda
Proudfoot, Don and
Debbie Purvis, Gene and
Katrina Roberts, Eric and
Colleen Salls, Sharon
Smith, Tim and Esther
Sowell, Paul and Jaime





Thagard, Jack Walton,
Jessica White, Larry and
Diane Williams.



June 1994— LOGOS
held an outing at Martin
Lake in Ocean Springs.

June 24, 1990—Delia
Case, granddaughter of
Ken and Doris Morgan,
was baptized.



June 1994—New elders
Nedra Bloom, Barbara
Fortenberry, and Lee
Skillman joined the
Session.

June 1990—Organist
and choir director
Teresa Fleming
resigned. Jan Neverdahl
was hired as her
replacement.



June 23, 1991—Patrick
Benefield was baptized.



June 1991—VBS was
held in conjunction with
Spring Hill Presbyterian.



June 1992—A birthday
offering was taken on
Providence’s second
birthday. Over $500 was
raised for the current
fund.



June 14, 1992—Bob and
Rachael Garverich
joined Providence.



June 20, 1993—
Katherine Case,
granddaughter of Ken
and Doris Morgan, was
baptized.





June 1993—Myrna
Andrews resigned as
coordinator of the Prayer
Chain to become the
Nursery Coordinator.
June 5, 1994 —Joanna
Gomez joined
Providence.



June 12, 1994—Mark
Gomez was baptized.



June 19, 1994—Lizzy
Benefield was baptized.



Pentecost Sunday, June
4, 1995—A covered dish
supper and youth
auction were held in
conjunction with
Providence’s fifth
birthday. In addition, a
ground-breaking
ceremony for the new
building was held
outside on the grounds.



June 1997—The
summer Sunday School
theme was “Animal
Crackers,” and students
raised money for Heifer
Project International.



June 1997—The old
church buildings were
moved from the property; Grace Presbyterian
Church bought the
larger of the two.



June 1998—Larry
Williams set up
Providence’s first web
site.



June 1998—VBS was
held in conjunction with
Hillsdale Presbyterian.



June 1995—New elders
Graham Hayes, Larry
Montjoy, and Kathy
Veland joined the
Session.





June 26, 1999—A
covered dish goodbye
dinner was held
following worship for
the Bakers.

June 1995—Kathy and
Jim Damico hosted a
LOGOS swim party and
cookout.





June 6, 1996—Jerry and
Jeny Williams joined
Providence.

June 27, 1999—Vada
May Taylor, Cathy
Pembroke, David and
Marcia Miller, Matt and
Christie Damico, Steve
and Lila Eardley joined
Providence.



June 1996—Sue Forsyth
became the new Sunday
School Superintendent.





June 1996—Plans for the
new church building
were finalized, and bids
went out.

June 27, 1999—Aaron
Damico, Evan Miller,
Elliott Miller, and Lila
Eardley were baptized.



June 14, 1997—Emily
Gomez was baptized.

June 1999—VBS was
held again this year in
conjunction with
Hillsdale Presbyterian.



June 21-22, 1997—An
official “Open House”
weekend was held in
honor of the new church
building.

June 9-11, 2000—A
Tenth Anniversary celebration was held, beginning on Friday night
with a prayer vigil,

(See “History” on page 24)
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Session activities
April 11, 2010



Contributed by Gene
Crossley, Clerk of Session










Received letters of
thanks from L’Arche and
the Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance Fund.
Were informed that a
Transfer of Membership
for Amy Messer has
been sent to North
Mobile Baptist Church.
Received a letter of
appreciation for the
congregation’s support
of the Christmas Joy
Offering.
Received a letter of
thanks for hosting the
memorial service for Bill
Fortenberry.
Approved the minutes
of the February 14 and
March 14 stated Session
meetings by unanimous
consent.







Condolences

Were given copies of a
booklet, Small Group Life,
by E. Stanley Ott. This

booklet will be discussed
along with Reggie
McNeal’s Missional Renaissance at the elder retreat.
Were reminded of the pastor’s article about small
groups in this month’s

newsletter and that small
groups should be forming
all the time.
Were informed that the
May stated Session would
take place at the retreat
(May 14-15). One discussion topic at the retreat
would be “What have we
done to change things
since the last retreat?”

access to others, as
needed.

To Betty Blakeman
and Michelle Nall

Approved a motion to
authorize the Pastor to
use his discretion as to
whether to stay beyond
his previously approved
vacation in Houston for
Katelyn Watts’s surgery.



Agreed that, beginning
in May, Providence will
serve at Faith By Works
on the first Tuesday of
each month.



Reviewed the church
calendar.



Received the Treasurer’s
report dated March 31,
2010.



Approved a motion that
the baptism of Katelyn
Watts be approved after
the fact with the indication that the Session
intends to meet with the
parents at a mutually
convenient time.

Approved a motion to
dedicate secured space
with a computer for an
office for the Music Director, utilizing a divider
already available and
providing computer




Were informed by the
Worship elders that the
Holy Week services
went well.
Approved a motion that
travelling Christian
musician David Ashley
fill the pulpit on April 18
and that he be authorized to sell CDs and
t-shirts and to collect a
love offering beyond the
usual stipend.



Were reminded by the
Fellowship Elder of
some upcoming events.



Approved a recommendation from the Administration Team to adjust
the Music Director’s
salary.

• page 21 •

On the death of their
husband and father,
Don Blakeman, on
May 12.

To John and Carla
Massey


On the death of John’s
mother.



Were reminded by the
Discipleship elder that a
lot of activities will be
going on during the next
several months.



Were informed that the
long list of possible
activities of the Evangelism/Acts 16:5 Initiative
Team has been pared
and that he team will
meet with the Worship
Team in May.



Were informed by the
Nurture elder that she
and Stephanie Renn
have interviewed one
candidate for child care
provider, and that she
and Linda Crossley are
scheduled to interview
another next week.



Discussed the possibility of moving the showers to a less conspicuous
location.

(“Library,” from page 16)
is healthy if we are motivated to let God lead us.

Worship service volunteers schedule

The Third
Awakening

By Mary Mastrangelo, Worship Elder

By Mark Cress
After years of successful
business pursuits, Cress got
a Masters degree in divinity.
In seminary he developed
the idea of having a chaplain
in businesses to serve in
meeting the needs of workers. His plan is called the
Corporate Chaplaincy of
America. After wrestling
with how to present the idea
to a wide audience, he
decided to write a novel. He
was also taken with the
notion that the world
needed another spiritual
awakening as happened in
the past.

Date
June 6, 2010

Liturgist
Tom Fletcher

June 13, 2010

Nedra Bloom

June 20, 2010

Liz Gross

June 27, 2010

Jerry Williams

Communion
Intinction
Betty Montjoy
Don Purvis

Ushers
Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Mary Mastrangelo
Joan Rommes
Gene Crossley
Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck
Jerry Williams

Kathy Veland-Taylor
Leslie Westerberg
Jeny Williams
Laura Anderson

The hero of the book,
William J. Brantley, is reared
by a loving Christian grandmother. She supported him
through college, where he
met his future wife. From
college and marriage he
attended business school.
After school and three children he worked for a firm
whose boss introduced him
to the concept of having a
chaplain to help the workers. With considerable success he was brought to the
attention of the Chinese,
who wanted the secret of his
success. He was invited to
China to give a speech. The
novel ends with the start of
another awakening.
The story moves fast and is
well written with enough
romance to please teen readers. I question if the message
of chaplains in the workplace could be more adequately spread through
Christian talk shows.
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Debbie Purvis
Don Purvis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor
Betty Blakeman
Al Drinovsky
Michelle Nall
TBA

June 2010
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

6:00 pm
Worship Team
meeting

1

Thursday

2

7:00 pm
Choir

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Friday

3

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

6

9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

5:30 pm
Youth fundraiser
dinner
6:15-8:30 pm
VBS

9:30 am
Worship

13

June 13-20
IHN Host Week
at Redeemer

9:30 am
Worship—
Communion
Father’s Day

20

7

8

9

10

5:30 pm
Youth fundraiser
dinner

5:30 pm
Youth fundraiser
dinner

5:30 pm
Youth fundraiser
dinner

6:15-8:30 pm
VBS

6:15-8:30 pm
VBS

6:15-8:30 pm
VBS

6:15-8:30 pm
VBS

Warren Turner

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Brian Gadomski
Jeny Williams

14

4

6:00 pm
VBS decorating
and dinner out
Church office
closed

5:30 pm
Youth fundraiser
dinner

7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

Saturday

15

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

16

9:00
Meet at church
for Faith by
Works lunch

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

11

Church office
closed

5

TBA
Youth fundraiser carwash
5:30 pm
the well
Kelsey
Fredelake
Marion Noce
Stephanie Renn

9:00 am
Men’s Group

12

6:00 pm
Supper Club
June 12-19
Youth mission
trip to Austin, TX

17

Church office
closed

18

19

7:00 pm
Choir

21

7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

Chris Duncan
Kevin Fredelake
Dee Low

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

22

7:00 pm
Choir

23

Kathy VelandTaylor

24

25

6:00 pm
Outreach Team

Church office
closed

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Donnie Garner

26

9:00 am
Men’s Group

June 26—July 1
Pastor Mark at
The Launch at
Blue Lake

Brian Kane

Nancy
Creekmore

9:30 am
Worship

27

28

7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

29

7:00 pm
Choir

30
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7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

1

Church office
closed

2

9:00 am
Men’s Group

3

P
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(“History,” from page 20)
continuing on Saturday
with evening worship
service that featured an
audiovisual presentation and special music
and a potluck dinner,
and concluding Sunday
with morning worship
service that included
three communicants
joining and installation
of the elders in the Class
of 2003. A reception
followed.
Check out VBS, June 6-10.
Details on page 3.



June 11, 2000—Patrick
Benefield, Marie Cross,
Christopher Roberts
joined Providence.



June 3, 2001—William
Berry, Ben Helms, and
Laura Williams joined
Providence.









June 13, 2004—Lamar
and Allene Fuller joined
Providence.



June 24, 2007—Lucille
Williams joined
Providence.



June 2004—VBSers
explored Lava Lava
Island.





June 5, 2005—Following
graduation from Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Kimberly
Merrill delivered the
worship message.

June 2007—As a step in
searching for a new pastor,
Providence’s CIF (Church
Information Form) was
completed, approved, and
posted on line.



June 2008—The theme for
Summer Sunday School
was Psalm 8.



June 23, 2009—The youth
gathered for a pool party
at the home of Liz and
Steve Gross.



June 2009—Providence
youth enjoyed Summer in
the (Medal of Honor) Park
outings on Wednesday
nights.

June 10, 2001—Amy
Garner and Kristina
Koch were baptized.
June 23, 2002—Melodi
Hacker, James Hacker,
Chelsea Newberg were
baptized.
June 7, 2003—Peter
Bloom joined
Providence.



June 8, 2003—Deborah
Jones joined Providence.



June 14, 2003—The first
Supper Club was held.



June 2005—Accompanist Matt Brashier
resigned and was
replaced by William
Berry for the summer.



June 23, 2006—Providence enjoyed a Bay
Bear outing.



June 2006—Summer
Sunday School studied
the Presbyterian cross.

