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Providence Presbyterian Church
“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

True faith works
“Faith by itself, if it is not accom- to be based solely on believing the right things while
panied by action, is dead.
failing to put them into prac“But someone will say, ‘You have tice. In fact, anyone who
faith; I have deeds.’ Show me your reads the entire testimony of
Scripture is aware of the
faith without deeds, and I will
strict expectation of the Old
show you my faith by what I
Testament writers that the
do.”—James 2:17-18
people of faith display and
live lives that reflect a comBy the Rev. Mark Renn
mitment to social justice,
Over the last month or so, the mercy, and acts of love.
Lectionary readings for SunWe are in the midst of an
day worship have taken us
exciting time at Providence
through the book of James.
Presbyterian Church. Last
Along the way, we have
learned much concerning put- year, the Session and Stewardship Team took a chance
ting our faith into action and
by removing
seeing good
works as a
“I am proud to say that some of our
Mission givresult of our
this congregation
ing from the
relationship
responded faithfully to budget in
with Jesus
Christ. In the
this opportunity and place of taking addiGospels, faith is
increased our giving tional special
always paired
beyond what would offerings
with action as
Jesus demonhave normally been every month.
strates the
allotted in the budget.” I am proud to
importance of
say that this
orthopraxy
congregation responded
(right action) as much as
faithfully to this opportunity
orthodoxy (right belief). A
and increased our giving
relationship with God was
never intended by Jesus or any beyond what would have
of the New Testament writers normally been allotted in the

(L–R) Brian Kane and John Curtis Andrews at the Habitat for
Humanity build site on Saturday, September 26
budget. As the pastor of this
church, I am very encouraged by this fact, and I want
to push us one step further
in our missional giving. We
will continue to structure
our Mission/Outreach giving this way until this trend
of generous giving slows. In
addition to providing
opportunities to give financially, we are also planning
ways to give of our time and
labor.

This past month alone, over
20 members and visitors volunteered with Habitat for
Humanity, participating in
its Interfaith Build. In speaking with the coordinators of
this event, we learned there
is a great need for continued
support from volunteers in a
number of different ways. If
you are not a builder, they
could always use a team to
prepare and serve lunch at
(See “Pastor” on page 2)
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Jerry Williams has taken it
upon himself to organize a
“Mission Team” to find,
research, plan, and organize
a variety of mission and volunteer opportunities for
this congregation. We
believe that when the people of God join together in a
Donnie Garner (above) and Valerie Harden (below) at the Habitat
common cause, there are a
for Humanity build site on Saturday, September 26
large number of positive
results.
landscaping and upkeep, and about upcoming events,
much more.
please bring them to the
This fall, in addition to an
attention of the team or
ongoing relationship with
myself. Please join us in the
Habitat, we will be working If you would like to serve
journey of living faith, made
with L’Arche, participating on this planning team,
please contact Jerry Williams
evident in our works.
in Family Promise’s Card(633-5976). If you have ideas
board City, assisting
smaller congregations with for future projects or hear

the build site. If you enjoy
swinging a hammer while
building new relationships,
www.providence-pc.org
Office@Providence-pc.org
with volunteers, members
Mark Renn, Pastor
and the homeowners themEmail: pastor@providence-pc.org
selves, then I invite you to
Cell phone: (251) 895–3216
sign up for one of our
Betty Blakeman, Administrative
upcoming building days. It
Assistant
Joanne Hayes, Bookkeeper
is a great time of fellowship
Wendy Mouner, Nursery Staff
that also meets the need of a
Gene Noce, Treasurer
family without adequate
Evelyn Watkins, Choir Director
housing.
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October fellowship opportunities—what a treat!
By Jeny Williams, Fellowship elder

Supper Club—Saturday, October 17

Red Beans & Rice—Sunday, October 25

Always a wonderful fellowship event. We begin at 6:00 pm
at the church and then separate to host homes.

Plan to stay after worship that day for a planned fellowship
event.

This event is FOR
ALL . . .


Childcare can be
available.



We encourage
any singles out
there to join us.
You are welcome
and encouraged
to join in this
special time of
fellowship.

Call Betty Montjoy
(633–6301) or Jeny
Williams (633–5976) if
you’d be willing to fix a
red beans dish or rice or
bring bread.
If that doesn't interest
you, bring a dessert as
our Providence family
loves finishing sweet.

RED BEANS
&
RICE

We hope all will participate.

Casting Crowns—Until the Whole World
Hears Tour
By Jeny Williams,
Fellowship Elder
Let’s join our Providence
friends and attend this event
together. Group tickets purchased in advance are
$20.00. Please let Betty
Montjoy (633–3103) or Jeny
Williams (633–5976) know if
you’re interested, and we’ll
get the tickets at the cheaper
rate.
Tickets go on sale Friday,
September 11, and we’ll
commit to a Sunday,
October 30, cutoff date,
hoping to get a group to
attend together.
This should be MOST
exciting . . . so come on.
• page 3 •

“Until the
Whole World
Hears” Tour
 Featuring
Casting Crowns
and Matt Redman
 Thursday,
December 3,
7:00 pm
 Mobile Civic
Center
Signup sheet in the
Narthex

MISSION
By Linda Payne

Reverse Trick-orTreating
Come October 31, the children and youth of Providence will be focusing on
giving rather than receiving.
Reverse Trick-or-Treating is
a new Halloween tradition
of children handing Fair
Trade chocolate back
to their neighbors.
As they give out
their treats, Fair
Trade dark chocolate bars, our
kids will be letting folks know
about our church
and about child slavery and other problems in
the cocoa industry, as well as
demonstrating that our
church thinks globally in
seeking to serve and protect
Christ’s kingdom.
Each Fair Trade chocolate
bar is attached to a card that

includes information about
social and environmental
justice issues in the cocoa
industry and how Fair Trade
chocolate helps farmers
across the world in cocoa
growing communities. Last
year more than 47,000
households learned about
Fair Trade chocolate thanks
to Fair Trade trick-or-treaters. Our church’s “treats”
will include stickers on
the info cards saying
something like “from
your friends at Providence Presbyterian
Church.”
The interfaith
organization
Equal Exchange provides the dark chocolate bars
and information cards free
for groups sponsoring
Reverse Trick-or-Treating.
At issue is the continuing
practice of forced child labor
in the West African cocoa
trade, source of 70% of the
world’s cocoa, and how little

Elementary school
children from Yamasà,
Dominican Republic,
one of dozens of
schools serving the
10,000 families of the
Fair Trade cocoa
cooperative
CONACADO

the corporations of the global cocoa/chocolate trade
(Hershey, Mars, Nestles,
Cadbury, Cargill, ADM, etc.)
have done to address this,
evading recent laws
intended to protect those
children.

Parents of previous participants raved about how
Reverse Trick-or-Treating
transformed Halloween into a
meaningful event when youthful activists can give back to
their neighbors and to cocoa
growing communities.

Child Labor in the Cocoa Industry
Reprinted from http://www.
equalexchange.coop/childlabor-in-the-cocoa-industry

children’s vulnerability,
forcing them to perform
long, hard and dangerous
work, while providing only
In 2000 and 2001 chocolate
minimal food and shelter.
lovers around the world
Some will beat and threaten
were jolted when British and those who try to escape, and
American journalists docu- at night lock the children in
mented the enslavement of sheds or huts. It is these chiladolescent and teenage boys dren, held captive and
on cocoa farms in the Ivory forced to work against their
Coast. Most of the children will, that are the focus of this
come from Mali, Ivory
crisis.
Coast’s poorer northern
neighbor. Traffickers rely on As the Ivory Coast alone
the economic vulnerability
produces 40% of the world’s
of Malian families and entice cocoa, its beans are mixed
native adolescents and teen- into almost every brand of
agers with the promise of
mass-produced chocolate.
good jobs in the Ivory Coast. Further, a handful of westEven the prospect of buying ern corporations control
a new bicycle or modest
approximately 85% of Ivorscooter can be enough to
ian cocoa exports.
motivate a boy to sign up for
a season of hard work.
At the Equal Exchange website, www.equalexchange.
Later, once over the border, coop, you can read more
and separated from their
about Reverse Trick-orcommunity or others who
Treating, social and environspeak their language, the
mental justice issues in the
children are trafficked to
chocolate, coffee, and tea
cocoa farmers. Some farmers industries, and the co-op of
will pay the children a small farmers dedicated to raising
sum at the end of the cocoa high quality products using
season. Some will not. But
humane and environmenmore importantly some
tally friendly practices.
farmers will exploit the
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P O S S I B L E
Christmas is
Coming—and so
are the Shoeboxes
Collection Day is
Sunday, November 15
Operation Christmas Child
began in the United States in
1993 with 28,000 shoebox
gifts. Since that time, this
kids-helping-kids project has
collected more than 69 million shoebox gifts and handdelivered them to needy
children in 145 countries.
Providence has been part of
that effort almost from the
beginning. Last year we
sent 60 shoeboxes as part
of this ministry to young
children in places such as
the war-torn Republic of
Georgia and areas in China
devastated by a massive
earthquake.
And we will be on the front
lines this year, too, as caring
individuals, families,
schools, churches, civic
clubs and other organizations in thousands of cities in
all 50 states and 11 additional countries will fill
some 8 million shoeboxes
with personal gifts, school
supplies, candy, necessity
items, family photos, and
notes of encouragement.
More than 500,000 volunteers worldwide, including
some 100,000 volunteers in
the United States, will join
forces to prepare the boxes
for transport to distant
lands.

Samaritan’s Purse—Franklin Graham’s relief and mission organization and parent
to Operation Christmas
Child—and its national partners hope to hand-deliver
the shoebox gifts to 8 million
children in more than 100
countries.
It may seem that Christmas
is far off—but these boxes
have some traveling to do.
Our Collection Sunday will
be November 15. You’ll be
hearing lots more before
then, but put it on your calendar now. And if you have
kids, please consider how to
involve them in the shopping and packing or your
shoe box.
To read more about Operation Christmas Child and
Samaritan’s Purse, go to
www.samaritanspurse.org/
index.php/OCC/, which
includes videos featuring
veggie tales and singer Matthew West.

If you have children
or teenagers, let
them help
with the shopping for a
recipient near
their own age,
or give them a
budget and
turn them
loose.
3 Fill your shoe box with a
variety of gifts. Suggestions
are listed on page 6. You are
encouraged to enclose a note
to the child and a photo of
yourself or your family. If
you include your name and
address, the child who
receives the box may write
you back.

4 Enclose $7.00 (checks
payable
to
Samaritan’s Purse
are recommended) in
an envelope
and place it on
top of the items
in your shoe box.
(This money is used to
help cover the cost of processing, transportation,
and the production of Gospel literature.) Place the
envelope so it is clearly visible on top of the gift items.
If you’re filling more than
one shoe box, you may
(See “Shoebox” on page 6)

See how much fun you can have putting
a shoebox together!

How do you prepare
a shoebox?
It couldn’t be easier! Just follow this simple procedure.
1 Find an empty shoebox,
and wrap the bottom and
lid separately.
2 Decide whether your gift
will be for a boy or girl
and the child’s age category: 2–4, 5–9, or 10–14.
Then attach a label indicating your choices on the
outside of the shoebox lid.

(L–R): Myra Roebuck, Brian Kane, John Curtis Andrews, Ryan
Mouner, Melodi Hacker—2008
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M I S S I O N
kazoos, harmonicas,
yoyos, small Etch-ASketch, toys that light up
or make noise (with extra
batteries), Slinky, etc.

(“Shoebox,” from page 5)
make one combined donation in a single envelope and
place it inside any one of
your boxes. Place a rubber
band around your shoebox
and lid.
5 Bring the shoe box(es) to
Providence by Sunday,
November 15.
For many of these children in
poverty-stricken or war-torn
countries, this is the first gift of
any sort they have ever
received. What an opportunity
to share God’s love in a concrete way!

Suggested gifts
 Toys—Small cars, balls,
dolls, stuffed animals,

 School supplies—Pens,
pencils and sharpener,
crayons or markers,
stamps and ink pad sets,
coloring books, chalk,
writing pads or paper,
solar calculators, etc.

Please DO NOT include Habitat for
the following:
Humanity build
 Used items
 Toy guns, knives, or other
war-related items
 Chocolate or perishable
food items
 Liquids of any kind
(lotion, shampoo, bubbles, etc.)

Last year, 130 compassionate children,
youth, and adults
from churches, businesses, and civic
groups became
“homeless” for the
night to help these
organizations provide
shelter and related
services to homeless
women and homeless
families with children!

Friday crew

 Medicines of any kind
(vitamins, cough drops,
etc.)



Tom Fletcher



Gene Noce



 Breakable items (china
 Other—Hard candy,
dolls, snow globes, etc.)
lollipops, mints, gum, sunglasses, flashlights with
extra batteries, ball caps,
socks, t-shirts, toy jewelry,
hair clips, watches, small
picture books.

Debbie Simmons



Larry Simmons



Kathy Veland-Taylor



Jerry Williams

 Hygiene items—Toothbrush, toothpaste, soap,
comb, washcloth.

Cardboard City—Friday, October 30
The fourth annual Cardboard
City is scheduled for Friday,
October 30. This meaningful
and fun event helps raise
awareness and funds to benefit two worthwhile nonprofit
organizations— Family Promise of Coastal Alabama and
Sybil Smith Family Village.

Two “crews” from Providence assisted with the Habitat for Humanity build in
Felhorn Place last month,
one on Friday, September
18, and one on Saturday,
September 26.



Where: Alabama School
of Math and Science lot
at the corner of Dauphin
and Ann Streets



When: Friday night,
October 30



How: Participants will
raise $100 per box in

Saturday crew
Locations in parentheses refer
to the pictures on the following
page. Photos by Jessi Gadomski
and Josh Mosley.

sponsorships; 2 people

or 1 parent with small
children can share a box! 
Beverages and a light but
warm meal will be provided. 

Curtis Andrews (top
center, left)

Corporate sponsorships are
also available for a donation
of $300 per box. Sponsors
will be recognized and
listed on all printed
materials.



Melodie Garner (middle
center, left)



Jessi Gadomski (middle
center, right)



Ken Gadomski (bottom
right)

Registration forms
are available at
www.dumaswesley.
org. For more
information, contact
Heather (441–1991).



Valerie Harden (middle
left)



Brian Kane (bottom left)



Josh Mosley (top right)



Pastor Mark Renn (top
left)



Lori Seman (bottom
center)
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John Curtis Andrews
(middle right)
Donnie Garner (top
center, right)

M I S S I O N
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Who’s THAT in the
background?
background?*
Editor’s note: This is the third
in a series of articles about those
dedicated people who quietly
work behind the scenes at
Providence, performing tasks
that many of us don’t even
know need to be done.

Mary Mastrangelo
By Nedra Bloom
Mary Mastrangelo was new
at Providence when longtime members George and
Betty Buller headed off for a
new home near Atlanta.

transplanting thriving
plants from time to time, and
moving the plants here and
there for better light or temperatures.
The narthex is just too hot,
sometimes, she said, and
plants have to be resuscitated elsewhere. The closet
that provides storage for
tables and chairs is perfect
when plants need a cooldown, she confided.

It’s a wonderful connection
that the plants Bullers
brought all those years ago
At their nurture group meet- are still thriving, Mary said,
ing at Jerry and Lucky
and that they’re used so
Esneul’s home, the Bullers
much—not only in Sundayworried about who would
to-Sunday worship, but also
take care of the plants.
in the redecorative surprises
“That’s something I can do,” Mark Renn dreams up for
Mary said. That was nearly The Well.
four years ago now, but

“It’s a wonderful connection
that the plants Bullers brought
all those years ago are still
thriving, Mary said, and that
they’re used so much . . .”
Mary is still the volunteer in
charge.
The job consists of watering
the palms and peace lilies in
the sanctuary and narthex,
pulling off dead blossoms
and leaves, dividing and

Mary and her husband,
Nick, moved to Mobile from
Marysville, California, in
2004 when they retired. On

her shopping trips, she
drove past Providence
repeatedly. She was looking
for an AA group, found one
at Providence, and from
there discovered the church
and its congregation. She
participated in Roy
Schneider’s new member
class along with Kathy and
Bob Ramige and Carlos
Gomez, Sr. and all joined in
2004.

Outside church, Mary continues to work occasionally as a
physical therapist in the longterm care facility at Gordon
Oaks. At church, she is a worship elder on the Session,
active on the IHN team, and
long-time provider of fellowship coffee and cookies on the
fourth Sunday of the month.

* with the watering can?
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Christian
Education
to listening to stories, will
reinforce them through play,
music, drama, and crafts.
The children will also be
learning that church is a
friendly, lively place with a
big family who loves them.

New Sunday
School Class—
God’s Tot Spot
By Linda Payne

Starting on Sunday,
October 18, we will be offerPlease share this news with
ing a new preschool Sunday
families who may be looking
School class.
for a way to introduce their
children to God and the
This class won’t spend a
Church.
lot of time sitting around
the table but, in addition

Sunday School teachers
By Liz Gross, Discipleship Elder
Date
October 4
October 11
October 18
October 25
November 1
November 8
November 15
November 22
November 29

Preschool
No Class
No Class
Linda Payne
Linda Payne
Linda Payne
Linda Payne
Linda Payne

Grades K-2
Grades 3–5
Stephanie Renn
Pam Fredelake
Linda Payne
Pam Fredelake
Ann
Pam Fredelake
No Sunday School
Stephanie Renn
Sharon Smith
Ann
Kathy Veland-Taylor
Stephanie Renn
Liz Gross
Ann
Sharon Smith
No Sunday School

Jr./Sr. High
Liz Gross
Nedra Bloom
Donnie Garner
Liz Gross
Ken Gadomski
Donnie Garner
Nedra Bloom

Stewardship
By Jerry Williams, Former
Stewardship Elder

less than two years we met
that goal.

In September 2007 we
adopted a five-year plan to
raise $50,000 to reduce our
mortgage. I am very proud
and thankful for the
response of our church. In

I would like to reflect about
two matters. First, to all who
gave—a big thank you—my
stress is on all who gave. I
take seriously the story of
the widow’s mite. Some may

have given more out of
abundance, but the smallest
amount was worthwhile.
Those who gave less may
have given more sacrificially. Blessed be the cheerful giver. Second, the smaller
mortgage reduces the pressure on our operating
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budget. My personal hope is
we will have more resources
available for the service of
others.
Please join me in praying for
ways we can use our resources
to meet the needs of others.

Activity bags
The Junior and Senior High Sunday
School class made children’s activity
bags during class on September 13.
These activity bags are designed to
keep younger children occupied
during worship service. They contain a children’s bulletin, colored
pencils, coloring book and coloring
sheets, and a small slide puzzle.
Activity bags will be available in the
narthex before service and may be
left at the back of the sanctuary
(along with used worship bulletins)
after service.
Right: Lydia Gross • Below (Rear,
L–R): Brian Kane, James Hacker, Ryan
Mouner; (Front, L–R): Myra Roebuck,
Hillary, Melodi Hacker, Allison Gross,
Lydia Gross, Kelsey Fredelake
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Above left: Allison Gross • Above center: Hillary • Above right: Myra Roebuck • Below
left: Kelsey Fredelake • Below center and right: Melodi Hacker • Photos by Ken
Gadomski
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Children
Youth
IGNITION and MOBILITY update
By the Rev. Mark Renn
We’re two weeks into our new
youth ministry programs and
are already seeing exciting
results and new participants!
Our Wednesday night Junior
and Senior High ministry,
MOBILITY, has gotten off to
a great start, thanks to new
elements, such as live worship
with Chris Duncan and a
great group of small group
leaders: Laura Anderson
(Junior High Girls), Ken
Gadomski (Junior High
Boys), Jeny Williams
(Senior High Girls), and
Jerry Williams (Senior High
Boys). MOBILITY is an exciting place for our youth to
grow in their faith and invite
friends.
In addition to an exciting
youth ministry program, we
have also “started our
engines” in our elementary
ministry, IGNITION! From the
first night, we have had six different elementary-aged kids
come and commit to the ministry. Everyone is having a great
time, and it is exciting to see
new faces and visitors in that
age group.
If you would like more information or would like to see
a short video about the program, please visit the
MOBILITY, IGNITION, or
Media Download sections
of our web page:
www.providence-pc.org.

Left (L–R): Molly, Meg Hannon • Above (L–R):
Amy Westerberg, Meg Hannon

Ignition dress-up relay race—Front: Katrina Westerberg; Second row (L–R): Caleb, Molly, Katie
Knowles, Dean Gross, Meg Hannon, Sam Hannon, Gabby Creekmore, Wesley McRoy; Third row
(L–R): Amy Westerberg, Kelsey Fredelake, Brian Kane, Allison Gross, Myra Roebuck; Back row
(L–R): Pastor Mark Renn, Donnie Garner
• page 12 •

Above left (clockwise from top left): Myra Roebuck, Wesley McRoy, Sam Hannon, Brian Kane, Molly, Katie Knowles, Katrina
Westerberg, Allison Gross, Kelsey Fredelake, Dean Gross, Meg Hannon, Caleb • Above right (L–R): Allison Gross, Katie Knowles,
Katrina Westerberg, Molly, Amy Westerberg, Meg Hannon • Photos by Ken Gadomski and Stephanie Renn

Left (L–R): Dean Gross, Sam Hannon • Right
(L–R): Katie Knowles, Gabby Creekmore

(L–R): Jerry Williams, Jeny Williams (hidden), Patti Hacker,
Renee McRoy, Wesley McRoy (hidden), John Curtis Andrews

(L–R): Leah Andrews, Lydia Gross, Ryan Mouner, Melodi Hacker,
Allison Gross, Sara Brock, Myra Roebuck
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Book reviews by Ken Shaw

A Hunger for Healing

Healing by Design

By J. Keith Miller

By Scott K. Hannen
Hannen is a chiropractor and an
ordained minister, so he
writes about alignment and
adjustments,
but the
emphasis
of his work
is on natural
healing. He
contends that
the body has
built-in mechanisms for its healing. The current
medical treatment is
to limit symptoms with pills but miss
the root problems. He primarily targets
the American diet with sugary foods
and carbohydrates that do not satisfy
nutritional needs, so the body craves
more of the same foods. By eating fresh
fruits and vegetables and exercising,
the fat-causing heart problems, cancer,
stroke and diabetes would be burned
up. Sweeteners, hydrogenated fats in
most processed foods, crustaceans, and
all processed food cause problems.
Hannen stresses for Christians, who
have the same number of illnesses as
non-Christians, to pay equal attention
to emotional and spiritual issues. For
example, stress can deplete our
immune system. The book ends with
a health survey, a suggested diet
and answers to frequently asked
questions.
The chief value of this book is to
become aware of the cause of illnesses,
and it is a strong motivator to make
shifts to comply with God’s directives.

Miller writes of continuing to work for
approval even after his rejecting family
died. After giving his life to Christ, he
became famous from his writing and
speaking. Still seeking acceptance, he
drove himself to exhaustion and guilt
from the loss of his marriage. He then
attended a 12-step program and found
a plan for recovery. He adapted it to
help other Christians who are coping
with problems. These are his steps to
develop a deeper spiritual life.
1 Admit our powerlessness to rid
ourselves of sin in our own
strength
2 Trust in Christ for the power of
restoration
3 Commit your life to Christ
4 Become aware of past wrongs
5 Make a moral inventory of your
moral state
6 Share this with God and another
person
7 Ask God for forgiveness
8 List those hurt by your actions
9 When possible, make
amends
10 Keep a
short
account of
present
sins
11 Spend time
getting to
know God
12 Share with
others the
benefits gained
(See “Library” on page 15)
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The Power of a Praying
Teen
By Stormie Omartian
The author’s childhood had been
destructive due to the abuse suffered
at the hands of her mother. Fortunately, her search for peace and
meaning ended with the help of a
friend who directed her to a saving
faith. As an adult she has written on
the power of prayer for various
groups.
Her experiences has
provided a
word of help
for teens.
Twenty of her
21 chapters
begins with
“Lord, help
me in …”
and then
names a
number of
teen challenges.
In a society that has radically
changed from one reflecting Christian principles to today where girls
have to make up stories of sexual
encounters to be accepted rather
than boast about their virginity,
Omartian spells out the values of a
relations with God through prayer.
After each chapter are a prayer, helpful verses, and questions.
Those of us past teen years would
have profited if we would have read
it previous to those years. Omartian
writes with authority of resolutions
to the problems facing teens.

(“Library,” from page 14)

food or a “nest.” This book tells of not
having the secure feeling we have as
Studies show that a relationship that is
we close our door to the hassles of the
friendly, honest, and consistent will be
world. The author got the idea of living
therapeutic if from a professional or a
on the streets for six months to underchurch member. The book assumes
stand the life of street people. He and
that the reader has access to a supporthis friend Sam—armed with only a
ive group.
guitar, a water bottle, and a sleeping
roll—headed for the streets of five citThe Jesus I Never Knew ies. The author describes the feelings of
seeing a storm coming and not knowBy Philip Yancey
ing where to find a place to sleep with
The title suggests that
fewer rats and attackers and an empty
there are
stomach. The pride of having to beg is
insights
quickly ignored, but the rejection from
about Jesus
Christian churches was rough.
that were
heretofore
Although the reader is sensitized to the
unknown,
needs of the homeless, the problem is
and he will
so overwhelming that the temptation is
share them
to do nothing. The story is told of the
with the reader.
boy who was criticized for wasting
He discusses the
his time throwing stranded starfish
Sermon on the
back into the ocean. As he threw
Mount and his
another one, he said, “It made a diffrustration in wonference to that one.” This gripping
dering how the
story told in the first person does give
commands, such as loving our enemy, positive suggescould be realized. He later realized that tions on how at
we have a God of grace who wants a
least a few “stardetermined heart that seeks to
fish” can be
improve, for He know perfection is
helped.
impossible.

New

Our main task is to recognize that seradditions
vice to those in need is a gift to Him.
to the
Yancey takes up the life of Jesus, his
birth ministry, death, and resurrection library
from the viewpoint of a critic and apologist. Yancey explains the steps how
Books
the church has shifted from the values
 Bible Prayers for
of the first century.
Bedtime

NEWS from
the
pews
Don Bloom
Don will be performing the role of Uncle
Willie in “Philadelphia Story” at the Joe
Jefferson Playhouse. Performance dates
are October 30 and 31, and November 1,
6, 7, and 8.

John Curtis Andrews, Davidson
High School Varsity Football
Team (offensive lineman, #76)
James Hacker, Davidson High
School Band (pit)


Friday, October 2, 7:00 pm, vs Theodore (Lipscomb Field)



Saturday, October 10, 7:00 pm, vs
Williamson (Ladd-Peebles Stadium)



Friday, October 16, 7:00 pm, vs
Bryant (Bryant)



Thursday, October 22, 7:00 pm, vs
Murphy (Lipscomb Field)



Thursday, October 29, 7:00 pm, vs.
BC Rain (Lipscomb Field)

Leah Andrews, Davidson Junior
Varsity Cheerleaders


Check with Leah on Freshman and
Junior Varsity Football game times

The author demonstrates his vast
knowledge and experience but adds
little to a knowledge of Jesus from the
Scripture. His work would be of value
to an apologist, but fails to give profound insights about Jesus.



God’s Wisdom for Little Boys

Lydia Gross, Baker High School
Band (saxophone)



God’s Wisdom for Little Girls





Prayers and Promises for My Little
Boy

Friday, October 2, 7:00 pm, vs Williamson (Ladd-Peebles Stadium)





Puppy Love

Friday, October 9, 7:00 pm, vs Bryant (Baker)

Under the Overpass



What Is Heaven Like?



Friday, October 16, 7:00 pm, vs
Blount (Blount)

By Mike Yankoski

DVDs



Friday, October 23, 7:00 pm, vs
MGM (MGM)



Friday, October 30, 7:00 pm, vs. Satsuma (Baker)



Jesus’ statement that the Son of Man
has nowhere to lay his head does not

hit home as we realize he had companions and supportive women and, after
all, being God, he could command

Busby, the Misbehaving Bee
Rack, Shack and Benny
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Boy Scout Troop 292 Scoutmaster Update
By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster
Troop 292 has been very
busy during the past month.

Order of the Arrow
elections
On September 1 the troop
held its annual Order of
the Arrow Elections. The Order
of the Arrow is
an organization
within scouting
that devotes its energies to leadership
development and
“Service to the Council.”
This means that “Arrowmen,” as they are called, take
on service projects that benefit the Mobile Area Council
of the Boy Scouts of America.

the scouts must feel that a
scout embodies the Scout Oath
and Law and is representative
of the “National Honor Society
of Scouting” to be elected.
The best of the best become
members of the Order of the
Arrow. Those elected this year
include Hunter M, Zac W,
and Chandler H. These
Arrowmen did not know
the results of the
election until they
were “Called Out”
at the Fall Camporee on Saturday, September 19.

Troop elections

At the meeting on September
8, the troop held elections for
scouts to serve in leadership
positions for the next six
months. Robbie was again
elected as Senior Patrol
Scouts who want to be
Arrowmen must be at least a Leader, Bubba and Ethan were
elected as Assistant Senior
1st Class Scout and have 15
nights of camping. They are Patrol Leaders, Falcon Patrol
Leader is Kalen with Alec as
elected by their fellow
scouts, but there are no lim- the Assistant, Panther Patrol
Leader is James N with Chanits as to how many scouts
can be elected in this once-a- dler as the Assistant, Bison
year election. At least 51% of Patrol Leader is Zac with Alex
as the Assistant, Cobra Patrol

Life Scouts

Leader is Chris M with Brian
as the Assistant, Owl Patrol
Leader is Cam with Hank as
the Assistant, and Roadrunner Patrol Leader is Connor
with Abel as the Assistant.
Other scouts appointed to
positions include Den Chiefs
Dustin, James G, Chris M,
Andrew, and Dade, troop
Guides Alex and Hunter;
Order of the Arrow Representative Kalen; Chaplain
Aid Garrett; Quartermasters
Thomas, Chris P, and David;
Bugler Jonathan; Historians
Baxley and Justin O; Troop
Instructors Jack, Andrew S,
and Jonathan R; Scribe
Chandler; and Librarian
Troy. All of these scouts
have and will continue to
develop leadership skills
and lead the troop in all
activities. A Boy Scout Troop
is lead by scouts, not adults.
This is one way leadership
skills are developed.

Camporee
The 2009 Camporee took
place on September 18–20 at
Camp Grace in Mobile.
Troop 292 had 6 patrols that
competed against 17 other
patrols from around the
area. The competitions
included relay races in
canoes, kayaks, swimming,
and tubing. Other events
included water rescue, bike
race, obstacle course, and a
fishing tournament. Each
patrol also prepared a main
dish for the potluck dinner
competition.

on the next page for a complete list of awards.)

Court of Honor

The troop Court of Honor
was held on September 22.
The Court of Honor is a time
that all scouts and their
parents come together to celebrate their rank advancements, earned merit badges,
Troop 292 brought home the leadership positions, and
gold! These scouts were suc- other accomplishments.
cessful due to teamwork and We had over 115 scouts,
preparation for the Campo- parents, and grandparents
ree. (Check out the sidebar
(See “Scouts” on page 17)
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(“Scouts,” from page 16)
in attendance. The Court of
Honor is held every six
months and recognizes what
scouts have accomplished during that time period.
During the last six months, the
scouts in the troop have given
over 180 hours of “service to
others.” These scouts understand the importance of helping others in need.
You can see that your troop
has been busy, and young
boys are becoming responsible
and honorable young men.
Thanks for your support of the
troop.

Congratulations,
Troop 292
Falcon Patrol
 1st Place overall for the
Camporee
 1st Place—Swimming
 1st Place—Canoe relay
 1st Place—Bike relay
 1st Place—Tubing relay
 3rd Place—Kayak relay
 3rd Place—Obstacle
xx course
 3rd Place—Water
rescue

Bison Patrol
 1st Place—Cooking
 3rd Place—Swim relay
 3rd Place—Canoe relay
 3rd Place—Tube relay

Cobra Patrol
 1st Place—Kayak relay

Panther Patrol
 1st Place—Dessert
cooking
Scouts present at the Court of Honor. Scoutmaster Manny Russo is pictured in the back row, far right.
• page 17 •

Session activities
August 9 Stated
Session Meeting
Contributed by Gene
Crossley, Clerk of Session
 Received a gift acknowledgement from the
Presbyterian Home for
Children.
 Received a letter from
Stacy Harris, expressing
appreciation for emergency assistance.
 Approved the minutes of
the July 12 Session
meeting.
 Noted that Providence’s
new web page is up and
running; were encouraged to help keep the
information up to date.
 Heard the results of the
summer’s Pastor’s Study
Goes to the Movies.

Mark Renn, Amy and
Jeremy Messer, and Mike
and Vici Watts would represent Providence.
 Approved a motion to
allow the church facilities
be used for a baby shower
for Vici Watts.
 Decided that Elders Al
Drinovsky, Betty
Montjoy, and Pam
Garner would attend the
October 16 Presbytery
meeting.
 Reviewed the church
calendar.
 Approved a motion to
accept the July 31 treasurer’s report.
 Were provided with copies of Nuts & Bolts, an
informational booklet for
active elders.
 Requested the clerk to
investigate the janitorial
service and lawn service
contracts.

 Were informed that the
issue of availability of
church property for court Agreed that Nedra Bloom
ordered meetings of a
would serve as Clerk of
domestic nature had been
Session for the September
handled without any
13 stated meeting.
problem.
 Were informed that “the
well” would provide a
presence for Providence
at Jagfest and that Pastor

 Were informed that the
Stewardship elder had not
yet received a response
from American Tower

Corporation regarding their
proposal for a “lump sum
Lease Agreement.”

 Discussed the proposed
use of church facilities by
other church groups.

 Were informed that budget  Discussed the need for
request forms would be disorganized storage.
tributed at the September 13
 Discussed the possible
stated meeting.
placement of a sign in
 Were informed that a
front of the church indispiritual gifts Adult
cating that Boy Scout
Sunday School class would
Troop 292 meets here.
be offered September 13, 20,
 Discussed volunteer staffand 27.
ing for Sunday School.
 Were informed that the
 Approved a motion to
Stewardship Potluck Dinner
schedule a Youth Retreat
and Talent Show is schedto introduce the new
uled for Saturday,
youth program and its
November 14.
leadership as well as to
 Were informed that onsite
have fun.
photography for the new
 Were reminded by the
directory had been
Youth elder of the need
completed.
for volunteers to provide
 Were informed that the
meals for Mobility.
Nurture elder would be
 Tabled the fellowship
working on the annual
questionnaire.
review of the membership
roll for the October 11 stated  Scheduled the Hanging of
meeting.
the Greens for Saturday,
November 28.
 Were reminded by the Nurture elder that coffee cups
 Discussed the possibility
should be placed in the
of a cross-generational feldishwasher and not left in
lowship event on
random locations throughDecember 3, the Casting
out the building.
Crowns tour.
 Agreed that the purview of
the Evangelism ministry
area includes the area formerly designated as
Outreach and the new area
of the Acts 16:5 initiative.

By email following the
meeting
 Approved a letter of
thanks to an anonymous
donor to the debt reduction drive for inclusion in
the newsletter.

 Were informed by the Worship elders that the Rev.
 Received by email a docuBilly MacLean would be
ment related to issues
preaching on Sunday, Octoneeding to be addressed
ber 18.
for proposed use of the
 Were informed by the Worchurch by other church
ship elder that the Worship
groups.
Team would coordinate the
provision of food for the
Choral Workshop on
August 22.
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Answers to last month’s back-to-school double-header
These two pictures were taken at a youth outing at
Cheeburger Cheeburger in July.

Q: Who’s eating ALL those fries?
A: Lydia Gross

Q: Who’s being eaten by that hamburger? A: Dean Gross

?
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Congratulations

Worship service volunteers schedule

To Sharon and
Steve Crenshaw

By Mary Mastrangelo, Worship Elder
Date
October 4

Liturgist
Don Bloom

October 11

Nedra Bloom

Condolences

October 18

Pam Fredelake

To Steven and
Sharon Crenshaw
Duncan

October 25

Tom Fletcher





On the birth of their
granddaughter, Olivia
Taylor Reid, daughter of
Ryan and Cassie
Crenshaw Reid, on
August 16.

Communion
Intinction
Larry Montjoy
Joan Rommes

Gene Crossley
Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck
Jerry Williams
Sharon Smith
Kathy Veland-Taylor
Leslie Westerberg
Stephanie Renn

On the death of Steve’s
great aunts, Olivia Byrd
and Agnes Simmons

To Chris and
Courtney Duncan


On the death of Chris’s
grandfather, Roy R.
Duncan, Jr.

To Mike and Vici
Watts


Ushers
Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Joan Rommes
TBA

On the death of Mike’s
great aunt, Rusty
Freeman
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Mary Mastrangelo
Don Purvis
Les Taylor
Marlene Taylor
Betty Blakeman
Al Drinovsky
Michelle Nall
TBA

October 2009
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

For everything there is a season, and a
time for every matter under heaven—
Ecclesiastes 3:1
Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday,
November 1. Set your clocks back one
hour.

4
9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

5
6:30 pm
Worship Team

11:00 am
Sunday School
5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

11
9:30 am
Worship
11:00 am
Sunday School

7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

6
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

12
7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

13
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

12:10 pm
Session meeting

3
9:00 am
Men’s Group
10:00 am
Watts shower

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

5:30 pm
the Well

8

9
Church office
closed

10
Marie Cross

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

14
5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility

6:00 pm
Pastor’s Study at
Panera Bread

2
Church office
closed

7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health

7:00 pm
Choir

Saturday

1
7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health

7
5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility

Erica Watkins

Friday

15
7:00 pm
Shepherds
meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health
7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

16
October 16-17
Presbytery
Meeting, First
Presbyterian,
Bay Minette
Church office
closed

17
October 17-23
Pastor Mark
away
9:00 am
Men’s Group
10:00 am
Women’s Group
6:00 pm
Supper Club
Betty Blakeman
Michelle Nall

18
9:30 am
Worship—
Communion
(Rev. Billy
McLean)
11:00 am
Sunday School
5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

19
7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

20
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

21
5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility
7:00 pm
Choir

22
7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health

23
Church office
closed

24
Jo Anne Cross

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting
Irene Finnegan
John Massey

October 18-25
IHN host week

25
9:30 am
Worship (Sara
Phillips)
11:00 am
Red Beans &
Rice Luncheon
5:30–7:00 pm
Ignition

26
7:00 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

27
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Troop #292

28
5:30–7:30 pm
Mobility
7:00 pm
Choir

No Sunday
School
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29
7:00 pm
First Place 4
Health
7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

30

31

October 30-31
Cardboard City

9:00 am
Men’s Group

Church office
closed

TBA
Reverse Trickor-Treat

P
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Mobile, AL
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rovidence Presbyterian Church
2320 Schillinger Road South
Mobile, AL 36695
www.providence-pc.org

hat’s up in October?
Cardboard City


Friday–Saturday, October 30–31

First Place 4 Health


Thursdays, October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29—7:00 pm

Ignition (Grades K–5)


Sundays, October 4, 11, 18, 25—5:30–7:00 pm

IHN Host Week


Sunday, October 18–Sunday, October 25

Men’s Group


Saturdays, October 3, 17, 31—9:00–10:00 am

Mobility (Junior & Senior High)


Wednesdays, October 7, 14, 21, 28—5:30–7:00 pm

Pastor’s Study


Tuesday, October 13—6:00 pm at Panera Bread

Red Beans & Rice Luncheon


Sunday, October 25—11:00 am

Reverse Trick-or-Treat


Saturday, October 31—Time TBA

Supper Club


Saturday, October 17—6:00 pm

the Well


Saturday, October 3—5:30 pm

Women’s Group


Saturday, October 17—10:00 am

Women’s Bible Study


Mondays, October 5, 12, 19, 26—7:00 pm

