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Good Seasonal Sounds
Communion together and special
music of the season will highlight worship again

on December 20, when Groups 1 and 3 meet in the
sanctuary.
We enjoyed the first of our special music Sundays on
December 13 — a flute, piano and vocal trio featuring
Leslie Rey, Laura Wilson and Laura Anderson, plus a
duet performed by Pastor Mary Clark and Janie Vann —
all complementing Mary’s message on joy.
And just in time, we found the problem that’s broken
up the transmission of Sunday services on Facebook
Live. Just one damaged cable was the cause of all that
interference. Thanks to Sharon and Steve Crenshaw
who tracked down the problem and repaired it.
Now it’s working just right with the promise of
Sunday services that are ever-so-much more inviting for
at-home participation.
Christmas Eve is planned as an outdoor service, so
the entire congregation can participate, and friends and
relatives will be welcome, too. We’ll retell the Christmas
story with scripture, reflection, drama and song.
Plan to join us for this special event, set against the
backdrop of our outdoor Bethlehem scene.

Members of the Andrews Family
lit the Advent Candles on December 13,
adding the candle of joy to the candles
of hope and peace. Next Sunday the
fourth candle will be added and the
Christ candle on Christmas Eve.
From left: Curtis, Leah and Myrna
Andrews. Lighting the candle is
Christian Brown, while Bethany
Andrews Brown holds baby Lena,
who watches intently.
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Music for Christmastime

Laura Anderson, Laura Wilson and Leslie Rey present
‘What Child Shall Come?”

Pastor Mary Clark and Janie Vann present
“Oh Come, All Ye Faithful.”

Leslie Rey and Laura Wilson present a flute and piano
duet of “Oh Joy” for the prelude.
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In Other News
Discipletown Christmas

Providence children and friends are invited to our
Discipletown Christmas event. It starts right after worship
on December 20. Join us outdoors in the play area for this
special event led by Discipletown’s Amy Westerberg.

Angel Tree Update

Thanks to everyone who picked an
angel from our Angel Tree.
All the children’s wish lists were
selected from the tree.
Remember to bring your wrapped and
marked gifts by Wednesday, December 16
so they can be distributed on Thursday,
December 17.

Mark Your Calendar
December 20 — Worship with Communion
9:15 a.m., Special music
Groups 1 & 3 in person; others via Facebook
After worship, Session meeting
After worship, Discipletown Christmas Fun
December 24 — Christmas Eve Worship
6 p.m., Outdoors
December 25 — Christmas Day
Christmas Day at McKemie

Christmas with McKemie

It’s time to plan for our Christmas Day celebration with
our friends at McKemie Place.
The Grove will prepare the side dishes. We need to
provide the meat, tea and rolls. There is a turkey in the
freezer at the church someone could get and cook. We also
need someone to get and cook a ham.
In addition, we need two gallons of sweet tea and two
gallons of unsweetened tea, and rolls for 25 ladies. We are
not sure about heating the rolls, so it would be best to get
rolls that do not have to be heated. Plus we need cookies!
More info will follow regarding delivery of items to
McKemie.
If you can help with any of this, please call Linda
Proudfoot at 633–8899 or 421-1274.

December 27 — Worship
9:15 a.m.
Groups 2 & 4 in person; others via Facebook
January 3 — Worship
9:15 a.m.
Groups 1 & 3 in person; others via Facebook
January 10 — Worship
9:15 a.m.
Groups 2 & 4 in person; others via Facebook
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Lyrics for Sunday, December 20
LOVE HAS COME
Love has come — a light in the darkness!
Love explodes in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it.
Hear how their song of joy arises:
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!
Love! Love! Glory to God on high.

FOLLOW THE LIGHT
Star in the sky we behold you.
How could our eyes turn away?
Drawn to the light of mercy
That comes to make a way.

Love has come — He never will leave us!
Love is life everlasting and free.
Love is Jesus within and among us.
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas.
Love! Love! Praise to You, God on high!

A lamp for our path that was darkness;
Eternity’s secret revealed;
A hope to illumine these shadows;
A love that was born to heal.

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas.
Love! Love! Praise to You, God on high!

And we will follow the light.
We will follow the light,
Seeking the Lamb our saving love divine.
O star of wonder! Star of night!
Star with royal beauty bright!
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light.
And we will follow the light.
We will follow the light,
Seeking the Lamb our saving love divine.

Prayer of Confession

Lord God,
We praise you for sending light into this world.
We confess that we live as though
the light had never defeated darkness.
We confess that we ignore the Savior you sent
to be among us and to live in us.
We’ve kept the birth of your Son confined to the Christmas season
and do not yearn for his coming each moment in our waiting hearts.
Forgive us for not opening our eyes to Jesus.
Prepare us for His return.
Help us rejoice in the light
so that your grace can illuminate the darkened places of our hearts.  
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