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The Road of Betrayal
The Lenten walk on the Jericho Road
turned toward the dark events of Holy
week Sunday as Pastor Mary Clark led us
to consider Judas Iscariot. Beyond Judas, we
were encouraged to consider the times we
have betrayed others.
We continue with our Lenten
meditations, walking near home and sharing
our walk photos to encourage others to step
out on the Jericho Road. And as we walk, we
keep our eyes open for the unexpected call
that may be waiting for us.
When we do, even in the dark days,
we see the unmistakable signs of hope and
renewal.

A Foggy Morning
— Ken Gadomski

Footsteps on the Beach
— Leslie Rey

Behind the House
— Laura Wilson

Everywhere Around Us
—— Unmistakable Signs
of Hope and Renewal
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Near Home
— Laura Anderson

Meditation for the Fourth Week of Lent
March 14, 2021

Judas Betrays Jesus

John 13:21-30; Matthew 26: 47b-50; Matthew 27: 3-5
While Judas may have met
Jesus when John the Baptist was
preaching at Bethany, it is more
likely that he met him as Jesus
was returning to Jerusalem
from Judea. And that’s a long
walk — it’s more than 250 miles
from Judea through Samaria
then through Jericho, and on to
Jerusalem.

Have you apologized and
asked for forgiveness from that
person?

Was Judas planning to betray
Jesus while waking with him
that entire way? Why?

As you walk and reflect, look
around, too.

Take the time this week
to ponder those failures and
work to set things right again.
Remember, even if the person
you have wronged will not
forgive you, Jesus always does.

Pull out your phone and
take a picture from the walk
— something that you find
especially meaningful. Then
send your photo to Nedra for
the newsletter at nedrabloom@
comcast.net.

Before you walk this week,
reread the scripture (John
13:21-30; Matthew 26: 47b-50;
Matthew 27: 3-5).
Then, as you walk, recall a
time in your life when you have
betrayed a friend or family
member either actively or
through inactivity. Try to be as
honest with yourself as possible
about why that happened.

We will share a few of the
walk pictures each week as
we encourage and inspire one
another to take another step on
the journey.
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And in Other News...
Busy Times at Providence
Workday

Easter is just around the corner. A work day is
scheduled for Saturday, March 20, from 8 a.m. until noon.
Both the outdoor worship area and the area along the
north side of the church need attention.
Please join us. Volunteers should bring rakes, edgers,
and/or weed eaters. Your participation will be greatly
appreciated.

Attention Ushers

As more people are attending worship, we need ushers
on hand to check temperatures, help people find distanced
seating and remind worshippers to keep those masks on.
Please check with Mary Mastrangelo for details.

Volunteers Needed

Three volunteers are needed to be in the sanctuary for
an hour each from noon to 3 p.m. on Good Friday, so the
sanctuary can be open for prayer.
Easter Sunday, volunteers are needed to set up and
take down chairs and other items needed for the 8 a.m.
sunrise service in the woods worship area.

Worship Attendance Changes

For an entire year now, we have limited attendance at
worship, kept our distance and worn our masks, handled
virtually all our meetings virtually and kept in touch by
phone and Zoom.
At long last, we are taking a first step toward normal.
We will keep dividing worship, so that groups 1 & 3
aattend on first and third Sundays, while groups 2 &4 attend
on the second and fourth.
Beginning immediately, however, everyone who
is two weeks past their second Covid vaccination
may also attend. Masks, distance, temp checks will
be the same, but a few more of us will be able to
attend.
Groups 2 & 4 will be in the sanctuary for Palm Sunday;
Groups 1 & 3 for Easter. And both groups will be enhanced
by the presence of those who are fully vaccinated.
Roll up your sleeve and welcome back to worship.
However, we will continue to broadcast worship via
Facebook Live for the foreseeable future.

Mark Your Calendar
Note: Since we are emailing the newsletter early during Lent,
the calendar starts with this week’s activities.
March 16 — Closely Crafted
10 a.m., Narthex

Flowering the Cross on Easter

Please remember to bring a flower for the cross on
Easter Sunday. Amy Westerberg and the children will
weave the flowers into the cross.

March 17 — Book Study
Study continues on One Month to Live
10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Benevolence Fund Established

March 20 — Workday on the Grounds
8 a.m. till noon
Bring rakes, trimmers, edgers and such

Sometimes we know someone who needs financial
help — an overdue utility bill, a crushing medical expense,
a car that can’t make it from home to work.
Until now, we as a church have had no way to help
these people with major expenses.
Session agreed this month to establish a benevolence
fund. Individuals may donate to it as they are able. When a
need arises, the Session will review it and decide how best
to help.
If you choose to donate, please indicate that your
check or other gift is designated for the benevolence fund.
It’s another way to show Christ as we meet our
neighbors.

March 21 — Worship
9:15 a.m., Continuing our Lenten Walk
Groups 1 & 3 in person; others via Facebook
Adult Bible study after worship via Zoom
March 23 — Closely Crafted
10 a.m., Narthex
March 24 — Book Study
Study continues on One Month to Live
10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
March 28 — Palm Sunday Worship
9:15 a.m., Continuing our Lenten Walk
Groups 2 & 4 in person; others via Facebook
Adult Bible study after worship via Zoom
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Even More News...
Paracord Challenge

Providence will be teaming up with Operation Gratitude
again this year, taking part in the Second Annual Vietnam
Veteran Paracord Challenge to honor those who served in
the Vietnam War.
Operation Gratitude includes a paracord in each care
package it sends to deployed troops. Bracelets are also
provided to first responders.
Made from 7.5 feet of parachute cord, paracords can
be used in many ways, including securing camouflage nets
to trees or vehicles, building a makeshift shelter, extending a
security strap or rope, creating a harness to rescue an injured
person, making a sling or just serving as sewing thread and
fishing line.
Beginning March 16th, for 2 weeks, we will make
paracord bracelets in red, green, or yellow, which are the
colors of the service ribbons for Vietnam veterans. There are
about 850,000 Vietnam veterans in the United States and we
are on a mission to thank every single one of them.
In recent years, Americans have united to say “thank
you” to this forgotten generation of heroes, but with your
help, we will do more to express gratitude to them and their
families.
Here is a link to instructions: https://www.
operationgratitude.com/express-your-thanks-virtual/
paracord-bracelets-virtual/
Bracelets can be dropped off at church up to Easter
weekend and Laura Anderson will mail them.
Questions? Contact Laura.

Linda Proudfoot (left) delivers lunch at McKemie
Place. Linda and Becky Baker will deliver lunch
againTuesday and dinner on March 26. No volunteer
help is needed, but for the March 26 dinner, you can
help by donating lemonade, salad dressing (two kinds,
large bottles), rolls that are not frozen and dessert. Let
Becky or Linda know you can help; then leave your
items at the church any time the week before.

EASTER LILIES
Easter Lilies may be purchased this year for $11. Lilies will be placed in the Sanctuary on Easter weekend and available
to take home following the worship service. Lilies may be given in honor or memory of someone by completing this
form. Please clearly mark your check “Easter Lily” and put both the slip and your check in the offering basket, leave
them in the church office, mail them to 2320 Schillinger Rd. S. Mobile, AL 36695, or put them in the mailbox under the
portico at the church. Please contact Donna Ellis for more information.

In honor of ______________________________________________________
In memory of ____________________________________________________
Given by _________________________________________________________
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Lyrics for Sunday, March 21
REDEEMED
Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it!
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb!
Redeemed thru His infinite mercy,
His child and forever I am!
Redeemed, redeemed!
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb!
Redeemed, redeemed!
His child and forever I am!
I think of my blessed Redeemer;
I think of Him all the day long.
I sing for I cannot be silent,
His love is the theme of my song.

AMAZING GRACE
(Alternate Tune)

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found
Was blind but now I see. Alleluia.
Through many dangers toils and snares
I have already come.
’Twas grace that brought me safe thus far
And grace will lead me home. Alleluia.
Alleluia, Allelu. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Alleluia, Allelu. Alleluia, Allelu. Alleluia.

Redeemed, redeemed!
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb!
Redeemed, redeemed!
His child and forever I am!

IT IS WELL
When peace like a river
Attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll,
Whatever my lot
Thou hast taught me to say
It is well,
It is well with my soul.
It is well with my soul;
It is well, it is well with my soul.
Tho’ Satan should buffet,
Tho’ trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control:
That Christ hath regarded
My helpless estate
And hath shed His own blood
For my soul.
It is well with my soul.
It is well, it is well with my soul.
It is well, it is well with my soul
It is well, it is well with my soul,
With my soul,
With my soul!
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