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Steps on the Jericho Road
Along Muddy
Creek Trail
— Jessi Gadomski

Along Muddy
Creek Trail
— Ken Gadomski

After the Rain
— Ken Gadomski

As we near the halfway point on
our Lenten Journey — walking on
the Jericho Road — we ponder the
story of Zacchaeus, who climbed a
tree to see Jesus and was surprised to
find himself selected to host the Lord.
We continue with our Lenten
meditations, walking near home and
sharing our walk photos to encourage
others to step out on the Jericho
Road. And as we walk, we keep our
eyes open for the unexpected call that
may be waiting for us.

In Langan Park
— Barbara Fitzpatrick
At Magnolia Grove
— Pastor Mary Clark

In Cottage Hill Park
— Nedra Bloom
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Meditation for the Third Week of Lent
March 7, 2021

Curious Zacchaeus
Luke 19: 1-10

we can be sure that this encounter
had a lasting effect on his life.

Most of us have sung these
lines from the children’s song:
“Zacchaeus was a wee little man,
and a wee little man was he.” And
yet, even though people of that
time favored those with a taller
stature, Zacchaeus was hated by
the residents of Jericho not for that
reason, but because he was the
chief tax collector.

Then, as you walk, think about
whether you’re truly eager for the
gospel or merely curious about
it. The name “Zacchaeus” means
pure or innocent, but Zacchaeus
the tax collector was far from that
until he accepted Jesus’s request to
dine at his home.

Ironically, because Jericho was
the home of many wealthy priests,
tradesmen, and political elites,
Zacchaeus would probably have
been quite rich even if he had
behaved ethically. But he had not.

Is it necessary for God to invite
himself into our presence before
we can follow God? Has accepting
God’s request transformed your
life? In what ways? What areas
in your life continue to need
transformation?

He was definitely rich, but
he was also most likely corrupt.
And he was perhaps the least
likely person in the crowd for
Jesus to invite himself to dine
with. And yet, when he did, Jesus
transformed his life almost
instantly.

As you walk and reflect, look
around, too. Pull out your phone
and take a picture from the walk —
something that you find especially
meaningful. Then send your
photo to Nedra for the newsletter:
nedrabloom@comcast.net. We will
share your photos in the newsletter
and inspire each other to take
another to take another step on the
journey.

Before you walk this week,
reread the story of Zacchaeus
(Luke 19:1-10). We don’t meet
Zacchaeus again in the gospel, but
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And in Other News...
Music for the Lenten Journey

Like many of you, I am excited about our Lenten
journey on the Jericho Road. This pandemic has proven to
be quite a long journey in itself — one that causes us to ask,
“Are we there yet?” with
“there” being the end.
And while the answer is
“not yet,” we must look at
how far we’ve come. The
creative problem-solving
and innovation shown by
our pastor, Session and
other church members
and friends are most
impressive.
Last Easter season we
were just starting out on
this pandemic journey,
looking for ways to keep Leslie Rey on flute and Laura Wilson
on piano perform special music for
things as “normal” as
Lent, helping us appreciate the season in
possible, including our
worship through music. meaningful ways.
Our 2020 Palm Sunday and Easter services were “enhanced”
by the praise band, special solos, duets, and instrumental
offerings as we celebrated our Risen Savior!
So, how about 2021? I wish I could tell you the choir
would be back where it belongs. While that answer is still
“not yet,” we have learned how to carefully move further
down the road toward that goal. Thanks to a crew of
dedicated, knowledgeable folks (led by Steve and Sharon
Crenshaw and with the support of the Session), we now
have new sound equipment and technology that allow us to
expand the number of voices we can have on the stage while
remaining socially distanced. As a result, you will see — and
hear — more trios and small ensembles this year.
I would be remiss if I didn’t thank all of our singers
for rolling with the inherent challenges of rehearsing
spaced twelve feet apart, with masks but without the aid of
microphones and monitors, and with me being the rigid
keeper of time and spacing. I also want to thank our other
choir members for their patience and for accepting what is
best for each of them on an individual basis.
My prayer is that 2022 (or earlier) will find me
challenged to find sufficient seating for all the members of
our wonderful choir! Until then, I hope you will be blessed by
our musical offerings this year. We are working hard to make
it special as we continue down the road this Easter season.
Blessings,
Laura Wilson
Director of Music Ministries
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Pretty in Pillow Cases
Remi Ball (left) and Makki Mosley
model pillow case dresses, made from
hand-embroidered pillowcases created
by a Grove member
and transformed
into dresses by Ann
Bosarge.
Providence
is supplying
sewing machines,
pillow cases and
instructions for our
friends at McKemie
Place, so they can
create a very special
cottage industry to support the shelter
and bolster residents’ resumes.

Mark Your Calendar
Note: Since we are emailing the newsletter early during Lent,
the calendar starts with this week’s activities.
March 9 — Closely Crafted
10 a.m., Narthex
March 10 — Book Study
Study continues on One Month to Live
10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
March 14 — Worship
9:15 a.m., Continuing our Lenten Walk
Groups 2 & 4 in person; others via Facebook
Sunday School resumes; study of Esther
March 16 — Closely Crafted
10 a.m., Narthex
March 17 — Book Study
Study continues on One Month to Live
10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
March 21 — Worship
9:15 a.m., Continuing our Lenten Walk
Groups 1 & 3 in person; others via Facebook
Sunday School after worship

Lyrics for Sunday, March 14

TO GOD BE THE GLORY

YOU ARE MY KING
(AMAZING LOVE)

To God be the glory great things He has done!
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin
And opened the life gate that all may go in.

I’m forgiven
Because You were forsaken;
I’m accepted,
You were condemned.
I’m alive and well,
Your Spirit is within me
Because You died
And rose again.

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear His voice.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord!
Let the people rejoice.
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son
And give Him the glory great things He has done.
Great things He has taught us, great things He has done.
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son.
But purer and higher and greater will be
Our wonder, our transport when Jesus we see.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear His voice.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord!
Let the people rejoice.
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son
And give Him the glory great things He has done.
Glory, Glory, Glory, Glory, Give Him glory great things he has done.
Glory, Glory, Glory, Glory, Give Him glory great things he has done.
Glory, Glory, Glory, Glory, Give Him glory great things he has done.
Glory, Glory, Glory, Glory, Give Him glory great things he has done.

Chorus
Amazing love,
How can it be
That You my King
Would die for me?
Amazing love,
I know it’s true;
It’s my joy to honor You.
In all I do I honor You.
You are my King.
You are my King.
Jesus, You are my King.
Jesus, You are my King.
Repeat chorus

CCLI Song # 23426

MIGHTY TO SAVE

Chorus
Saviour, He can move the mountains.
My God is mighty to save,
He is mighty to save.
Forever Author of salvation,
He rose and conquered the grave,
Jesus conquered the grave.
Ev’ryone needs compassion,
Love that’s never failing.
Let mercy fall on me.
Ev’ryone needs forgiveness,
The kindness of a Saviour,
The hope of nations.
Chorus

So take me as You find me,
All my fears and failures,
Fill my life again.
I give my life to follow
Ev’rything I believe in.
Now I surrender.
Chorus
Shine your light and let the whole world see.
We’re singing
For the glory of the risen King Jesus.
Shine your light and let the whole world see.
We’re singing
For the glory of the risen King.
Chorus
CCLI Song # 4591782
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