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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

Pastor’s message

“Prove to the world that you are my disciples”
One well-known newspaper
claims it has “All the News
That’s Fit to Print”—there
are times when I’m not certain that’s true. Reading the
daily paper takes a bit of
skepticism these days . . . no
matter what political persuasion you hail from. And
as we approach the November election, our need to
prayerfully listen and speak
becomes even more important. It seems that as
our volume of rhetoric
increases, our ability to
hear objectively
decreases.
Perhaps that’s
why Jesus
spent so much
of his time
calmly and quietly sharing
food, healing
the sick, and
hanging out with
the less fortunate. Even
when a noisy crowd was
dragging a woman to be
stoned, he didn’t raise his
voice . . . he simply wrote
words in the sand that sent
her accusers away.

There are moments when it’s
difficult to quiet my desire to
yell back at the foolishness
presented on the news networks. Talking heads spouting opinions as absolute
truth require that I step back
and consider what I’ve just
heard. Lately, I’ve found
myself simply turning off
the news while they speak
over each other and attack
candidates with unfounded
gossip.

Gossip has become the
news. How sad. I long for a
time when making voting
decisions can be more
easily based on the facts of a
candidate . . . not on the

mudslinging of their
opponent.
Having said all of that, as a
citizen of this nation, I
believe voting is still one of
my most valuable privileges.
I have the right to walk into
the designated voting location and cast my vote for
whomever I think will best
represent my beliefs. And
because I am free to openly
worship and follow my
Lord, Jesus Christ,
I can mark my ballot through the lens
of my faith.
But using that
lens . . . how do
we know who
will best
serve our
county,
state, and
nation? What
other issues are
on the ballot this year
that need our prayerful
study and consideration?
Democracy can be a messy
business . . . we view and
understand our world in different ways . . . and lately,
it’s been easier to simply go

to our corners and declare a
position without offering
compromise.
However, that behavior seldom gets us into a future of
peace and growth. It’s in looking for the grain of truth in our
neighbor’s statement that
allows us to find common
ground. It’s in listening to the
“other” that our world view is
expanded and our understanding is deepened. And it’s
in not pressing our point to the
exclusion of someone else’s
feelings.
Jesus was clear about that. He
told his disciples during their
final meal together, “I am giving you a new commandment:
Love each other. Just as I have
loved you, you should love
each other. Your love for one
another will prove to the
world that you are my disciples.” (John 13:34–35)
“Love each other.” That’s
pretty clear instruction for
how to live . . . even during an
election year.
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Evangelical
MISSIONS
Joan Rommes, Elder
Backpack Program
What is the mission of
the Backpack
Program?
The mission of the Backpack
Program is to meet the needs
of chronically hungry children by providing them
with nutritious and easy-toprepare food to take home
on weekends and school
vacations when other
resources are not available.
Feeding the Gulf Coast’s
Backpack Program is located
at schools that have a high
incidence of children in
need. Each backpack site
distributes a pack of food to
each participating child on
Friday mornings.
Providence provides a
food-filled backpack for
15 elementary-aged children
at O'Rourke Elementary
School every week.

What’s in a backpack?
This month’s contributors:
Bill Berry
Nedra Bloom
Mary Montei Clark
Ken Gadomski
Mary Mastrangelo
Amy Fletcher Messer
Aggie Roebuck
Joan Rommes
Manny Russo

Backpacks are filled with
enough food for six meals
and two snacks. The typical
backpack contains a variety
of child-friendly, easy-toprepare food, usually
including protein and fruit
juices. The cost is $3.50 for
approximately 2-5 pounds
of food.

Food Pantry
What can you do to help? The Food
The Evangelical Missions
Team appreciates any assistance you provide to the Backpack Program—whether
monetary, food, or drink
donations.
The current need is for juice
pouches.

Pantry
needs clean,
plastic WalMart bags
for its
monthly food distribution. It
would help if the bags were
doubled. Mark them “For
the Food Pantry,” and leave
them in the kitchen.

Evangelical Missions Calendar
Backpack Program
Every Thursday, 5:45 pm;
food delivered to O’Rourke
Elementary on Fridays
Before the start of the
school year
(August); school
supplies/backpacks for
O’Rourke Elementary
students

Soda Can Tab
Collection
Every day; collection box
in the kitchen

Closely Crafted
Every Thursday, 6:00 pm

Family Promise at
Redeemer Episcopal
Sunday–Sunday,
October 16–23
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Food Pantry
Third Friday of every
month, 9:30–11:00 am

McKemie Place
Hosting
Sunday,
December 25

Offerings
Peace and Global
Witness Offering
—October
Presbyterian Home for
Children Offering—
November
Christmas Joy Offering—December
Christmas Angel
Gifts—December

Ronald McDonald
House Dinners
Monday, October 17

W

orshIP

MARY MASTRANGELO, Elder
Getting to know our special offerings
The Presbyterian Church
(USA) has four designated
special offerings each calendar year.
The one we are taking on
Sunday, October 2, the Peace
and Global Witness Offering, is third on the list. Going
online to research this, I
became more acquainted
with all four offerings.
The first offering of the year,
One Great Hour of Sharing
(OGHS), is taken during the
Easter season. A gift to
OGHS enables the church to
share God’s love with our
neighbors-in-need around
the world by providing
relief to those affected by
natural disasters, delivering
food to the hungry, and
helping to empower the
poor and oppressed.
On the day of Pentecost, the
second offering of the year is
taken. A gift to the Pentecost
Offering helps the church
encourage, develop, and
support its young people
and also address the needs
of at-risk children. It will
occur next on June 4, 2017.
A gift to the Peace and Global Witness Offering, taken
October 2 this year, enables
the church to promote the
Peace of Christ by advocating for peace and justice in
cultures of violence, including our own, through collab-

orative projects of education
and Christian witness.
The Christmas Joy Offering
during Advent is the fourth
offering. A gift here helps
provide financial assistance
to current and former church
workers and their families in
times of need. It also equips
future racial ethnic leaders
through leadership development and education at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic
colleges and schools.

Two of these offerings—the
Pentecost Offering and the
Peace and Global Witness
Offering—allow a percentage
of the giving to remain with
our church to be used locally.

This material was obtained
from the pcusa.org website.
I am impressed with the
research and development
that go into the presentation
of these offerings. The bottom line is the opportunity
these offerings give our
church to be part of the
spreading of God’s love and
caring throughout the
world.

October worship volunteers
Date

Liturgist

Communion
Intinction
Don Bloom
Al Drinovsky

Ushers

PowerPoint

/

Sound Nursery

Oct 2

Graham Hayes

Oct 9

Graham Hayes

Oct 16

Don Bloom

Oct 23

Don Bloom

Jude Mosley
Mary Mastrangelo
Kathy Taylor
Debbie McLendon
Curtis Andrews
Myrna Andrews
Buddy Scott

Oct 30

Laura Anderson

TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

Nedra Bloom
Bob Ellis
Pam Fredelake
Ken Gadomski

Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Joan Rommes
TBD

Bill Berry
Myrna Andrews
Sharon Crenshaw

Aggie Roebuck
Mary Mastrangelo
Jude Mosley
TBD

Blake Stanley
Joan Rommes
Les Taylor

Bob Ellis
Donna Ellis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor

Pam Fredelake
Sue Drinovsky
Sharon Crenshaw

Blake Stanley
TBD
Les Taylor

The caller of the month will contact each server. If you cannot serve on your scheduled day, please let the caller
know. You can also contact Worship Elder Mary Mastrangelo at (251) 602-1993 or (251) 786-0039.
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From the files of Providence Press—October 2006

Kimberly Merrill ordained
By Nedra Bloom
Kimberly Merrill, a charter
member of Providence, was
ordained as a minister of the
word and sacrament in an
afternoon worship service
at Providence on Sunday,
September 10, 2006.
A recent graduate of Austin
Seminary, Kimberly has
been called as associate pastor of First Presbyterian
Church of Bartlesville, OK.
New ministers may be
ordained at their home
church or at the calling
church, and Kimberly chose
Providence as “a celebration
of the dedication and support that you all have given
to me and my family.”

onto her hats as wife, mother,
friend, and self, even as she
wears a new hat as minister.
The Rev. Dr. Walk Jones, pastor of Northminster Presbyterian Church in Pensacola,
led the thanksgiving for baptism and the prayer of ordination, while the Rev.
Andrew Odom, pastor of
First Presbyterian in Bartlesville, presented the charge to
the congregation.
Elders Don Aspray of Swift,
Susan Lauffer of First in
Bartlesville, and Mary Ann
Benefield and Nedra Bloom
of Providence also led portions of the service.

Paul Merrill, Kimberly’s
husband and a fourth-year
student at Austin Seminary,
Executive Presbyter Samford sang for the service, and
Turner led the ordination ser- Leslie Westerberg, Evelyn
vice, with a host of ministers Watkins, and the Providence
and elders participating. The Choir presented special
Rev. Dr. Mark Mueller, pas- music.
tor of Swift Presbyterian
Church in Mifflin, AL, preAt the conclusion of the
sented the message. Proviordination service, Kimberly
dence’s Pastor Toby Mueller celebrated the sacrament of
presented the charge to Kim- communion, her first act as
berly, reminding her to hang an ordained minister.

Lucky Esnuel chats with the
Rev. Andrew Odom.

(L–R) The Rev. Dr. Walk Jones, Executive Presbyter Samford
Turner, the Rev. Kimberly Merrill, then-Providence Pastor Toby
Mueller, the Rev. Andrew Odom, and the Rev. Dr. Mark Mueller.

(L–R) Providence Elder Nedra Bloom, Elder Susan Lauffer, Executive
Presbyter Samford Turner, then-Providence Pastor Toby Mueller, the
Rev. Kimberly Merrill, Providence Elder Mary Ann Benefield, the Rev.
Andrew Odom, Elder Don Aspray, and the Rev. Dr. Mark Mueller.

The Rev. Kimberly Merrill is
The Merrill children: (L–R) Lacy, Hope, Michael, Matthew, and
greeted by Joan Rommes and
Nicholas. Photos by Bill Berry.
Betty Blakeman.
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Aggie Roebuck, Elder
Fellowship update
Belated Presbytery
thanks

Wedding shower
thanks

Thanks to Ann Bosarge October fellowship
Thank you, Ann Bosarge, for hostesses (and host)

Thanks again for all the
volunteers who made the
August 20-21 Presbytery meeting successful. You are the
best!

Hugs and kisses and
thanks for Myra’s beautiful shower—Providence
Presbyterian Church in
action. Wow! Thanks
again!

your years of service and all
the goodies you served us
after church. Everyone
needs a break now and then,
and Ann has been taking
care of us for several years.

In last month’s newsletter, I
forgot to thank Laura Anderson for washing the tablecloths
Friday night and bringing
them back Saturday morning
and washing them again Saturday night for Sunday!

“Be hospitable
to one another without
complaint.”—1 Peter 4:9

October 2—
Sharon Crenshaw
October 9—
Kathy Taylor
October 16—
Debbie Simmons
October 23—
Laura Anderson
October 30—
Robert Stanley

Providence Praise Band (L-R): Josh Mosley, Jimmy Roebuck, Director of Music Ministries Laura Fletcher Wilson, Steve Crenshaw •
October 2, 2016 • Photo by Ken Gadomski
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The troop Court of Honor
will be held on Tuesday
night, September 27, at
September was a fun month
Creekwood Church of
for the scouts. It started with
Christ. At this event, scouts
the boys camping at Camp
will be recognized for rank
Maubila in Jackson, AL. The
advancements, service
boys stayed in air conditioned hours provided, merit
cabins, and the adults prebadges earned, positions of
pared the food. They loved it! leadership held during the
They also spent time at the
past 6 months, and leaderlake canoeing, kayaking, and
ship positions that they will
swimming. In addition, 24
hold October 1, 2016–March
hours of conservation was pro- 31, 2017. There will be about
vided by the troop to deal with 175 scouts and their families
erosion at the lake and clearing in attendance.
areas around the lake for fishing. The campout ended with a You can see that your troop is
church service provided by the busy and doing good things
troop Chaplain.
for the boys and the community. Thanks for your supOn September 23, several
port.
scouts helped the Cub Scouts
(ages 6-10) as they slept on the
USS Alabama Battleship. On
October 5 more scouts will
spend 2 nights at the Boy Scout
Camp as 150 Cub Scouts and
their families will camp and
spend time at the lake and
work on service projects. On
September 3, fourteen scouts
volunteered for 4 hours each at
WalMart, where they collected
food donated by customers. It
was given to the Bay Area
Food Bank to help those in
need.
By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster

In October the troop will camp
at the Talladega National Forest, where the boys will hike
about 25 miles and prepare
their meals on the trail. No
stoves, lanterns, and other
luxuries will be available.
This will be a fun campout
and will test the boys’ outdoor
skills.
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October 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

3

2
8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
The Grove

5:30 pm
Girl Scouts

4
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

5
9:30 am
Exercise Class
10:30 am
FIRED UP

10

11
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

5:30 pm
Daisy Scouts

12
9:30 am
Exercise Class
10:30 am
FIRED UP

17
5:30 pm
Ronald
McDonald
House Dinner

18
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

19
9:30 am
Exercise Class
10:30 am
FIRED UP

5:30 pm
Girl Scouts

14
9:00–11:30 am
Food Pantry

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

16

13
5:45 pm
Backpack
Ministry
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

5:30 pm
FIRED UP

8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Sunday School
10:45 am
Session Meeting
11:00 am
The Grove

8

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

9

7
10:30 am
Worship Team
Meeting

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

5:30 pm
FIRED UP

8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
The Grove

6
5:45 pm
Backpack
Ministry

20
5:45 pm
Backpack
Ministry

11:30 am
Evangelical
Missions Team
meeting

21

15
Betty
Blakeman
Michelle Nall

22

October 21–22
Session
Retreat

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

5:30 pm
FIRED UP

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

5:30 pm
Daisy Scouts
John Massey

23
8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
The Grove

24

25
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

26
9:30 am
Exercise Class
10:30 am
FIRED UP
5:30 pm
FIRED UP
7:00 pm
Choir
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1

2

5:45 pm
Backpack
Ministry

10:30 am
Worship Team
Meeting

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

Barbara
Fitzpatrick
Stephen
Fitzpatrick
Marlene Taylor

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

3

hen

Providence’s Boy Scout Troop 292 honored Providence member Larry
Williams for his 14 years and 8 months of service to the troop as he prepared
to move to Texas • September 9, 2006 • (L-R): Larry Williams, Troop 292
Scoutmaster David Edwards

emember
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