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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

When the calendar date for 
Easter falls on April 1, a min-
ister can wonder if God has 
any tricks up his sleeve that 
may change the course of a 
well-planned, carefully 
rehearsed day. 

Thankfully, the day was per-
fect. At the 8:00 am service 
out in the woods, the early 
morning weather was per-
fect. Even the sound system 
was on its best behavior, and 
that never happens. The sun 
shining through the trees 
created a natural cathedral 
. . . and if you listened care-
fully, right in the middle of 
my sermon, the church bells 
from down the street could 
be heard. 

For the service at 9:15 am, 
we watched our children, 
dressed in their ruffles and 
bows, carry the lilies into the 
sanctuary with the Choir, 
and re-dress our worship 
space into a joyous Easter 
celebration. Gone was the 
black of Good Friday as we 
chorused “He is risen! He is 
risen indeed!”

It’s with that enthusiasm we 
look forward to April. Yes-
terday, I pulled my 1950 
pickup truck, Warrior, out of 
the garage and gave it its 
spring bath. 

This morning I dug in the 
delphiniums I purchased at 
the new nursery on Cottage 
Hill Road. The tomatoes in 
Stuart’s garden have blos-
soms on them, and the rad-
ishes are almost ready to 
pull. 

Spring on the Gulf Coast is 
one of its best times. . . . 
God’s paintbrush is visible 
at almost every turn with all 
the trees, azaleas, roses, lilies 
. . . well, you get the idea. I 
think God likes to show off 
his amazing creation this 
time of the year.

Fortunately, it’s not just 
God’s handiwork that is 
emerging from the cold of 
winter. Our congregation is 
full of energy, too. There’s a 
lot going on, and we want 
you to be part of it. The adult 
FIRED UP classes are finish-
ing their study of Embraced 
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Pastor’s message

I can’t wait

by the Spirit by Charles 
Swindoll. This has been a fasci-
nating study . . . and I can’t 
wait to see where it leads us. 
Next month we will begin a 
new study on The Lord and His 
Prayer by N. T. Wright.

Discipletown, our 
children’s program on 
Sunday mornings, 
continues to teach and 
inspire our youngest 
members, and if you 
haven’t heard the 
Choir lately, you’ll be 
surprised at all the 
new members 
adding their voices to 
our worship. 

The Fellowship Team 
is working on plans 
for our church picnic 
this month, 
and the 
Building and 
Grounds 
Team is busy 
improving 
and main-
taining our 
church 
and 
property.

God has been good to us in 
so many ways . . . I can’t 
wait to see what’s next on 
His agenda for us. So hang 
on . . . we serve a God who 
loves to show off!
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This month’s contributors:

n Becky Baker n Mary Montei 
Clark n Jessi Gadomski n Mary 
Mastrangelo n Amy Fletcher 
Messer n Wendy Mouner n 
Bridget Peach n Aggie Roebuck 
n Joan Rommes n Manny Russo

Editor’s Note: Providence Press 
was not published in January, 
February, or March of this year 
due to software and hardware 
issues.

Sunday, April 29

TO ELECT ELDERS TO THE CLASS OF 2021

Worship in the WoodsWorship in the Woods

Church 
Picnic
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The caller of the month will contact each server. If you cannot serve on your scheduled day, please let the caller 

know. You can also contact Worship Elder Mary Mastrangelo at (251) 602-1993 or (251) 786-0039. 

Date Liturgist Communion Ushers PowerPoint  / Sound Nursery

April 1 Graham Hayes — Bill Berry

Buck Bolton

Debbie Simmons

Renee Knowles

Roxanne Smith

Curtis Andrews

Myrna Andrews

April 8 Ken Gadomski — Stacy Henry

Bill Berry, Sr.

Barbara Berry

Renee Knowles

Bill Berry

Kenny South

Alecia South

Carmon Sturgill

April 15 Ken Gadomski Laura Anderson

Curtis Andrews

Bill Berry, Sr.

Sharon Smith

Bob Ellis

Donna Ellis

Marlene Taylor

Les Taylor

Mary Mastrangelo

Sharon Crenshaw

Sue Drinovsky

April 22 John Baxter — Jude Mosley

Debbie McLendon/

Becky Baker

Myrna Andrews

Buddy Scott

Katie Knowles

Michael Baxter

Carla Massey

April 29 Nedra Bloom TBA Karen Ball

Al Drinovsky

Donald South

Kat South

TBA Linda Proudfoot

April worship volunteers

WorshIP
MARY MASTRANGELO, Elder

The One Great Hour of Shar-
ing offering is described as 
the single, largest way that 
Presbyterians come together 
every year to work for a bet-
ter world. One of the state-
ments related to the offering 
is “If we all do a little, it adds 
up to a lot!”

The material sent to us by 
the Presbyterian Mission 
arm of the denomination in 
Louisville, KY, is well-
presented, showing the 
three areas addressed by this 
offering: hunger, natural 
disaster, and development 
for the poor and oppressed. 
Needs can be found around 
the world or right here in the 
United States.

One example is the Hunger 
Program helping Najjuma, a 
56-year old widow in 
Uganda. This woman is 
farming eight acres of land 
to feed three children and 
eight orphaned grandchil-
dren. Her efforts became 
threatened when her in-laws 
ordered her to leave the land 
her husband had inherited. 

The article I’m paraphrasing 
goes on to tell how this 
woman learned there were 
laws in place to protect her 
from this type of action. One 
Great Hour of Sharing funds 
empowered her to exercise 
her rights to remain on the 
property. Without this 

assistance, she would have been 
evicted with no place to live or 
raise food for her large family.

There is a booklet to reference 
and handouts placed in the 
Narthex that show just how far 
this offering reaches to help peo-
ple. Offering envelopes are 
available for the rest of the 
month of April. 

Let’s all do our part, so it “adds 
up to a lot!”

One Great Hour of Sharing—“It adds up to a lot!”
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Beginning on Wednesday, 
May 2, Sharon Smith and Jerry 
Williams will lead a discussion 
of N. T. Wright’s The Lord and 
His Prayer each Wednesday at 
10:00 am and 6:00 pm, respec-
tively. Attendees may want to 
bring a meal to share following 
the morning class or immedi-
ately before the evening class 
at 5:30 pm.

The Church office will be 
ordering books. There is 
signup sheet in the Narthex. 
The cost of the book should be 
less than $12.

About The Lord and His 

Prayer

In The Lord and His Prayer, a 
series of pastoral reflections, 
N. T. Wright explores how the 
Lord’s Prayer sums up Jesus’ 
own agenda within his first- 
century setting.

Taking the Lord’s Prayer 
clause by clause, Wright 
locates it within the histori-
cal life and work of Jesus 
and allows the prayer’s 
devotional application to 
grow out of its historical 
context. 

Wright demonstrates how 
grasping the Lord’s Prayer 
in its original setting can be 
the starting point for a fresh 
understanding of Christian 
spirituality and the life of 
prayer. 

Six chapters follow the Pro-
logue: “Our Father in 
Heaven,” “Thy Kingdom 
Come,” “Give Us this Day,” 
“Forgive Us Our Tres-
passes,” “Deliver Us From 
Evil,” and “The Power and 
the Glory.”

Praise for The Lord and 

His Prayer

“Fresh insight into the multi-
ple meanings of the Lord's 
Prayer. . . . Worth reading 
slowly and pondering.” 
—Christian Library Journal

About N. T. Wright

Nicholas Thomas (“N. T.” 
Wright) is a retired Anglican 
bishop and a leading Bible 
scholar. 

Currently the Chair of 
new Testament and Early 
Christianity at the School 
of Divinity at the University 
of St. Andrews in Scotland, 
he writes about theology, 
Christian life, and the 
relationship of these two 
subjects. 

New FIRED UP study on the Lord’s Prayer
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Food Pantry Update

By Joan Rommes

We provided presents, food, and 
donations for 9 families, including 26 
children

Thanks to all who made this Christ-
mas special to these children in need. 

Angel Tree mission

By Joan Rommes

January 2018

The January Food Pantry distribution was held on Friday, 
January 19. 

n Families served: 26

• New families receiving food: 5

n Individuals served: 87

• Children: 34
• Adults: 23
• Seniors: 30

A team meeting was conducted following the food distribu-
tion. The following people attended:

n Becky Baker

n Ernestine Bates

n Pastor Mary Montei Clark

n Bob Ellis

n Donna Ellis

n Debbie Jones

n Mary Mastrangelo 

n Aggie Roebuck

n Buddy Scott

2017 Overview

During 2017, the Food Pantry served the following:

n Individuals: 1106 

• Children: 400 
• Adults: 438
• Seniors: 268 

n Meals: 238

What more can you do? 

By Anonymous

I will do more than 

belong—I will 

participate. 

I will do more than 

care—I will help. 

I will do more than 

believe—I will 

trust. 

I will do more than 

dream—I will work. 

I will do more than teach—I will inspire. 

I will do more than earn—I will enrich. 

I will do more than give—I will serve. 

I will do more than live—I will grow. 

I will do more than be friendly—I will be a 

friend. 

I will do more than talk—I will listen. 

I will do more. 
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By Joan Rommes

Thanks to all the great vol-
unteers. We had 34 volun-
teers who donated 107 
hours.

n Leah Andrews 

n Myna Andrews 

n Becky Baker

n Jim Ball 

n Karen Ball 

n Ernestine Bates 

n Henry Clark 

n Jenny Clark 

n Pastor Mary Montei 
Clark 

n Sarah Clark 

n Stuart Clark 

n Al Drinovsky 

n Sue Drinovsky 

n Bob Ellis 

n Donna Ellis 

n Pam Fredelake 

n Ken Gadomski 

n Lee Gosselin 

n Joan Rommes

n Nate Rommes 

n Leslie Ray 

n Stacy Henry 

n Debbie Jones 

n Mary Mastrangelo 

n Stacie Posey 

n Aggie Roebuck 

n Debbie Simmons 

n Larry Simmons 

n Barry South 

n Christine South 

n Kathy Taylor 

n Donna Ware 

n Jeny Williams

n Laura Wilson

McKemie Place Safe Haven—
Christmas day hosting at Providence

Because of an unexpected 
event, the McKemie Place 
Safe Haven residents 
were relocated from their 
dormitory to Providence 
during the night of Mon-
day, January 29, and spent 
Tuesday, January 30, at 
the church. 

Meals were served to 90 
residents.

McKemie Place 
Laundry

Volunteers 
are needed to 
be present 
while the 
McKemie 
Place ladies wash their 
clothes at a laundromat on 
Government Street (across 
from the police station). 

If you can help or would like 
more information, contact 
Becky Baker at 
rrbaker64@gmail.com. 

Donations to pay for this 
mission are also much 
appreciated. You can leave 
quarters and other spare 
change in the box in the 
Narthex. 

Dear friends, 

On December 3, I suffered 
a stroke. After a week in 
intensive care and 7 weeks 
of rehab, I was able to 
return home on February 1. 

I am able to walk, and I 
have good control of my 
left leg. My left arm is lag-
ging behind my leg, but I 

am making daily progress. 
All indications are for a com-
plete or near complete 
recovery. 

Throughout the experience, 
I was greatly encouraged by 
the calls, visits, thoughts, 
and prayers from so many of 
you—to each of you I offer a 
heartfelt THANKS. 

I still have a ways to go, but 
my doctor has been amazed 
with my recovery and believes 
it will continue. 

I also know progress will 
occur because of the prayer, 
love, and spiritual support of 
my church and the Christian 
community I share across 
our nation and, actually, 
worldwide. 

I look forward to seeing 
and hearing more from 
you as we continue our 
journey together. 

I also thank you for the 
prayer, food, love, and 
support you gave to Jeny. 
She needed it, and I need 
her.

Jerry Williams

Thank You
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Above left (L-R): 
Bob Ellis, Christine 
South, Debbie Jones

Above right (L-R): 
Henry Clark, Pastor 
Mary Montei Clark, 
Joan Rommes, Kathy 
Taylor, Lee Gosselin

Left: Donna Ellis

Right: Barry South

Photos by Ken 
Gadomski

McKemie Place Safe Haven
Christmas 2017
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Above left (L-R): Barry South, Bob Ellis (hidden), Mary 
Mastrangelo

Above right (L-R): Donna Ware, Lee Gosselin

Left (L-R): Pastor Mary Montei Clark, Barry South, Donna 
Ware, Lee Gosselin
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Above (L-R): Joan Rommes, Bob Ellis
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By Manny Russo, 

Scoutmaster

March was an exciting month 
for your troop. It started with 7 
new scouts joining the troop. 
These fifth-grade scouts came 
from O’Rourke, Hutchens/
Dawes, and Dodge Schools. It 
is fun to see the excitement of 
these young boys as they 
become Boy Scouts. 

They will look forward to their 
first Boy Scout Campout in 
April at Magnolia Branch 
Campground in Atmore. 
While they are at the camp-
ground, some of the Native 
Americans who live on the res-
ervation will present a pro-
gram about the history of the 
tribe. 

Also in March, the troop went 
to the District Camporee to 
compete against troops 
throughout Mobile and Clark 

Counties. The competition 
centered on map reading, 
compass use, being able to 
find specific directions using 
a map/compass, and mea-
suring distances. This skill is 
hard to learn, but our guys 
did it. Troop 292 took first 
place. 

The older scout patrols did 
well, and the younger guys 
got frustrated and some 
even quit when it got too dif-
ficult. But that is okay as 
scouting helps build skills, 
confidence, and team work. 
You can be proud of how 
your troop performed. 

During March, Harrison had 
his Eagle Court of Honor, 
which is a ceremony to rec-
ognize the attainment of 
becoming an Eagle Scout. 
Harrison’s project enlarged 
the outdoor worship center. 
The building of the benches 

was a breeze, but spreading 
45 yards of dirt was abso-
lutely awful! This project 
involved the work of not 
only the scouts, but of sev-
eral members of Providence 
Presbyterian Church, who 
helped tremendously with 
wiring the outdoor lights. 

In February two other 
scouts, Ian and Corbin, com-
pleted their Eagle Project 
and are now Eagle Scouts. 
The troop anticipates four 
more Eagle Scouts this cal-
endar year. 

It is important to remember 
that being an Eagle Scout is 
not the goal of scouting. The 
goals of scouting are found 
in the Scout Law, which 
states “A Scout is trustwor-
thy, loyal, helpful, friendly, 
courteous, kind, obedient, 
cheerful, friendly, brave, 
clean, and reverent,” and in 
the Scout Oath, which states 

that a scout will do his duty 
to God and Country, help 
other people at all times, and 
be physically strong, men-
tally awake, and morally 
straight. 

If you have heard these 
before, it may be that the 
Bible is full of scripture 
about these character traits!

As you can see, your troop is 
active and having fun. With-
out the support of Provi-
dence Presbyterian Church 
and its awesome members, 
we would not have such suc-
cess. Thanks for allowing 60 
scouts to mess up the 
church! 

Also, remember that many 
scouts enter the house of the 
Lord only on Tuesday nights 
when the troop meets. You 
are doing God’s work. 
Thanks
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By Jessi Gadomski, Troop Co-Leader

Girl Scout Troop 8863 made cookies during their December 21 
lock-in to give to the McKemie Place ladies on Christmas Day. 
During the annual Girl Scout Cookie Drive in January-March, 
they sold 4048 boxes of cookies.

Top left (L-R): Adria, Hannah, Lucy • 
Top right (L-R): Adria, Jaydin, 
Hannah • Left (L-R): Gianna, Sammy, 
Makki, Lucy, Hannah, Adria • Above 
(L-R): Serena, Adria, Lucy • Bottom 
left (L-R): Adria, Hannah, Gianna • 
Below (L-R): Gianna, Sammy • Right 
(L-R): Makki, Bridget Peach
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April 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
8:00 am
Sunrise Easter Worship 
in the Woods

9:15 am
Main Easter Worship

11:00 am
The Grove

2
5:30 pm
Grove Small 
Group

Joshua 
Andrews

3
1:30 pm
Backpack 
Mission

2:00 pm
Closely Crafted

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

4
9:30 am
Exercise class

10:30 am
FIRED UP

6:00 pm
FIRED UP

7:00 pm
Choir

Carla Massey

5 6
10:30 am
Worship Team 
meeting

7
John Curtis 
Andrews

8
8:20 am
Morning Prayer

9:15 am
Worship

10:45 am
Sunday School

11:00 am
The Grove

5:15 pm
Grove Youth

9
5:30 pm
Grove Small 
Group

10
1:30 pm
Backpack 
Mission

2:00 pm
Closely Crafted

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

11
9:30 am
Exercise class

10:30 am
FIRED UP

7:00 pm
Choir

12
5:00 pm
Girl Scouts

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

13 14

15
8:20 am
Morning Prayer

9:15 am
Worship

10:45 am
Sunday School

11:00 am
The Grove

5:15 pm
Grove Youth

16
5:30 pm
Grove Small 
Group

17
1:30 pm
Backpack 
Mission

2:00 pm
Closely Crafted

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

18
9:30 am
Exercise class

10:30 am
FIRED UP

7:00 pm
Choir

Nevia Stanley

19
5:00 pm
Girl Scouts

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

20
10:00–11:00 am
Food Pantry

11:30 am
Evangelical 
Missions Team 
meeting

21
Joanne Hayes

22
8:20 am
Morning Prayer

9:15 am
Worship

10:45 am
Sunday School

11:00 am
The Grove

5:15 pm
Grove Youth

23
5:30 pm
Grove Small 
Group

24
1:30 pm
Backpack 
Mission

2:00 pm
Closely Crafted

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

25
9:30 am
Exercise class

10:30 am
FIRED UP

7:00 pm
Choir

26
5:00 pm
Girl Scouts

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

Leah Andrews
Al Drinovsky

27 28

29
8:20 am
Morning Prayer

9:15 am
Worship

10:45 am
Congregational Meeting

11:00 am
Church Picnic

11:00 am
The Grove

5:15 pm
Grove Youth

30
5:30 pm
Grove Small 
Group

1
1:30 pm
Backpack 
Mission

2:00 pm
Closely Crafted

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

Buddy Scott

2
9:30 am
Exercise class

10:30 am
FIRED UP

6:00 pm
FIRED UP

7:00 pm
Choir

3
5:00 pm
Girl Scouts

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

4
10:30 am
Worship Team 
meeting

Laura Wilson

5
Larry Simmons
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