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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

you get the picture. There may 
have been no room at the inn 
for Mary, Joseph and their 
soon-to-be-born baby Jesus, 
but we can do our part to make 
room for the homeless in our 
house of God. 

Putting Christ back in Christ-
mas requires that we be inten-
tional. We’ll probably never 
get the carols out of the mall 
and advertising, and “Winter 
Holidays” seems to be here to 
stay in place of “Merry Christ-
mas.” I’ll simply attempt to 
not conform to how we have 
deformed the arrival of our 
Salvation. 

The lights, the gift giving, the 
greenery, and the decorations 
are all beautiful, but it’s the 
Christmas Carols that I love 
the most. They tell the story of 
a Savior who loved us so much 
he came down from heaven to 
save us. He came as a baby . . . 
born in a stable . . . and dwelt 
among us to show us the way. 

Now that’s something to sing 
about! 

Merry Christmas!
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OK, I admit it . . . I was a bit 
taken aback when I heard 
the beautiful strains of 
“Silent Night” only to real-
ize it was a television adver-
tisement for baby diapers! 

I get the connection . . . dry 
baby . . . silent night . . . but 
really? Has our culture 
moved so far from the true 
reason for Christmas that we 
have forgotten the original 
message of this carol? And 
then there is “Joy to the 
Girls!” . . . and “O, Come All 
Ye to the Mall”! PLEASE. 
STOP. No more . . . I want 
Christmas back.

But how do we do that when 
we are constantly bom-
barded with the commer-
cialism of our Advent 
season? 

For those of us associated 
with Providence Presbyte-
rian Church, there are a 
number of ways. First, your 
Session has made the deci-
sion to put a great deal of 
effort into our “Journey to 
Bethlehem” scheduled for 
the afternoon of Sunday, 
December 11. If you haven’t 

gotten involved in some way 
to assist this event, just ask 
an Elder or me. There is a lot 
to do in order to make this a 
visual testimony to all the 
cars passing by our Bethle-
hem scenery 
and our 
visitors 
on the 
elev-
enth. 
We love 
Santa 
Claus, 
but he 
won’t be 
here that 
day . . . 
Baby Jesus 
will. 

You could also make this sea-
son a time of reflection by 
reading the daily devotionals 
written by members of this 
Presbytery. There are printed 
copies available in the hall-
way. It may be an old state-
ment, but Jesus is the reason 
for the season, and these 
scriptures and reflections 
will help us remember that.

Another way to take Christ-
mas back is to find an Angel 

Pastor’s message

Now that’s something to sing about!

on the Angel Tree and make 
a child’s Christmas brighter. 
Or you can go caroling with 
the choir at Lynwood Nurs-
ing Home . . . when was the 
last time you went caroling? 

It’s always fun no 
matter how 

well you 
carry a 
tune! 
And 
you can 
share 
the love 
of 

Christ-
mas 
through 
the gift 

of food 
in the pantry for our distri-
bution day and in the school 
backpacks that feed a child 
over the weekend. 

One last way our congrega-
tion will remember the true 
reason for celebrating 
Christmas is in hosting the 
ladies of McKemie Place on 
Sunday, December 25. It’s 
bad enough to be homeless, 
but to spend Christmas day, 
alone, unprotected, and in 
the cold . . . well . . . I think 
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Providence Press is published 
monthly by Providence Presby-
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This month’s contributors:

� Nedra Bloom

� Mary Montei Clark

� Ken Gadomski

� Mary Mastrangelo

� Amy Fletcher Messer

� Joan Rommes

� Manny Russo

WorshIP
MARY MASTRANGELO, Elder

The caller of the month will contact each server. If you cannot serve on your scheduled day, please let the caller 

know. You can also contact Worship Elder Mary Mastrangelo at (251) 602-1993 or (251) 786-0039. 

Date Liturgist Communion Ushers PowerPoint  / Sound Nursery

Dec 4 Curtis Andrews Bill Berry Roxanne Smith Myrna Andrews

Buck Bolton Sharon Crenshaw

Debbie Simmons

Joan Rommes

Dec 11 Don Bloom Stacy Henry Curtis Andrews Joan Rommes

Aggie Roebuck Bill Berry

Mary Mastrangelo

Jude Mosley

Dec 18 Ken Gadomski Bob Ellis Pam Fredelake Sue Drinovsky

Donna Ellis Blake Stanley

Marlene Taylor

Les Taylor

Dec 24 Al Drinovsky Sue Drinovsky

Bill Berry

Dec 25 Barry South Jude Mosley Mary Mastrangelo Kathy Taylor

Debbie McLendon TBD

Myrna Andrews

Buddy Scott

December worship volunteers

Backpack Program

� Every Thursday, 5:45 pm; 
food delivered to 
O’Rourke Elementary on 
Fridays

Soda Can Tab 
Collection

� Every day; collection box 
in the kitchen

Closely Crafted 

� Every Thursday, 6:00 pm 

Evangelical Missions Calendar

Food Pantry

� Third Friday of every 
month, 9:30–11:00 am

McKemie Hosting

� Sunday, December 25

Offerings

� Christmas Joy Offer-
ing—December

� Christmas Angel Gifts—
December
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Providence’s 
Christmas gift 
mission

Fill the children with kindness, 
wisdom, and love. Then shall 
they learn to live in peace. 
Blessed is the Lord, Teacher of 
Peace.—From a Jewish liturgy

Last year was such a success 
and blessing not only for 
families in need but also for 
the Providence congrega-
tion. Experiencing the 
delight of the children and 
their families as they 
received Christmas gifts and 
food last year exemplified 
the true Spirit of Christmas.

Providence again has the 
Christmas Angel Tree to 
provide Christmas gifts and 
food to families in need who 
have been identified 
through the Food Ministry. 

The Angel Tree is set up in 
the Sanctuary with informa-
tion about each family and 
their Christmas wishes. 

Church members may 
partner with each other 
(or a group/organization) 
to sponsor one of the 
families, or a church 
family may select to pro-
vide gifts for an individ-
ual child. 

Please consider helping 

one of these local families 
during this season of giving. 
Contact Joan Rommes (653-
4308 or buttonsjpr@bell-
south.net) for more informa-
tion.

Angel tree

Each angel on the tree 
has a “wish list” for a 
child or a McKemie 
Place lady. 

Children’s gift 
guidelines

Children from the 
same family 
can be identi-
fied by look-
ing for the 
number 
on the 

back of the angel with a child’s 
name. Each family will have its 
own number.

When selecting an angel from 
the tree, remove it and notify 

Joan Rommes of your 
selection. 

Plan to bring your gift(s) 
wrapped, and attach the 
angel that identifies who 
the gift is for by Sunday, 
December 18.

Ladies’ gifts 
guidelines

Items for the Mc-
Kemie Place ladies 
will be placed in 
gift bags and dis-
tributed on 

Christmas Day 
while they 

are at Provi-
dence. 

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Joan Rommes, Elder

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Joan Rommes, Elder

Place these items in the large 
Christmas bag or box placed 
beneath the Christmas tree. 

There will be another Christ-
mas bag for collecting 
Christmas cards that will be 
placed in each gift bag. Write 
your own message in the 
card.

Volunteers needed

Volunteers are needed on 
Christmas Day for the fol-
lowing tasks:

� Prepare, serve, and clean 
up after breakfast

� Prepare, serve, and clean 
up after lunch

� Act as hosts after lunch, 
distribute gifts, sing 
songs, and play games 
until 4:00 pm

� Do final clean up, and 
pack up and store every-
thing away.

Contact Joan Rommes 
(653-4308 or buttonsjpr@
bellsouth.net) for additional 
information or to volunteer 

for one of these tasks.
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I am writing this article on 
the eve of Black Friday. My 
Press Register this morning, 
Thanksgiving Day, must 
have weighed 3.5 pounds 
with all the ads for tomor-
row. There is so much stuff 
tempting us to buy for 
Christmas gifts. Maybe you 
are like my husband, Nick, 
and me as we look at each 
other and say, “I don’t 
need a thing, really, for 
Christmas.”

I am 
also writ-
ing about 
an alternative 
if this might be 
your dilemma, too. 
The Presbyterian 
Mission Agency put 
out a Giving Catalog—
Small Gifts. Big Impact. 
for 2016-2017. We can 
give a gift at Christmas 
that lasts many months or 
years for people in Third-
World communities. 

Here are a couple of 
examples:

� Family of chickens—$25

� Piglet—$40

� Up to 10 Jerry cans (to 
ferry water)—$20

� Farming tools—$10

� A pair of goats—$178

And so it goes. There are 
opportunities to make par-
tial payments to large 
endeavors, such as a Garden 
Wall, a Sand Dam (for col-
lecting rainwater), and a 
Grain Bank (to allow com-
munities to store surplus 
grain to avoid high seed 
prices and food insecurity 
in poorer growing 
seasons).

The catalog is available in the 
church office as are order 
sheets and the ways an order 
can be made. Take a look. 
Many of us are people who 
have everything we need and 
lots of what we want. Our God 
is a gracious God, and He 
gives us ways to practice what 
he’s given to us.

Mary Mastrangelo is open to 
questions—and may have 

some answers, 
too. You can 
contact her at 
602-1993 (H) 
and 786-0039 
(C).

WorshIP
MARY MASTRANGELO, Elder

Alternative gifts at Christmas time

“Grace and Gratitude: As Presby-
terians, we are a people rooted in the 

grace of Jesus Christ. It is our grati-
tude for God’s grace that moves us to join 

in God’s mission in the world, with minis-
tries of love and justice, reconciliation and 
peace.

Generous gifts to the Presbyterian Giving 
Catalog are signs of our gratitude: feeding the 
hungry, comforting the broken-hearted, and 
sharing our faith with young and old. By 
joining our gifts together, however large or 

small, we expand our witness to God’s gra-
cious and abundant work in the 
world.”—Presbyterian Giving Catalog
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In Memoriam
Patty Scott

Pastor Mary Montei Clark deliv-
ered this eulogy at the Celebration 
of Life service for Patty Scott, on 
October 27.

Patty loved nature . . . and so 
when Buddy suggested this 
[Providence’s outdoor wor-
ship area] might be the right 
place to celebrate her life . . . 
we all knew he was right. This 
is perfect. 

I met Patty just a little over a 
year ago. She was in Provi-
dence Hospital, and her friend 
Jo Hayes asked me if I would 
visit her. She thought Patty 
might need a little “clergy” 
perspective. I’m always a little 
hesitant to push my way into 
someone’s life, but as I 
knocked on her hospital door a 
few days later, Patty greeted 
me with that smile . . . and 
asked me to come in. That was 
the beginning of my friendship 
with her. Some of you are more 
fortunate . . . you’ve known 
her a long time.

Patty knew the cancer was 
going to return . . . she knew it 
was going to take her life . . . 
and she had confidence of 
where she was going when it 
happened. This worship ser-
vice is a reflection of her 
knowing . . . we called it her 
“Amen File.” 

You see, shortly before she 
passed, she and Buddy 
worked through a document 
that we call the Amen File . . . 

asking about how she 
wanted today and this ser-
vice to unfold. It included 
the scriptures . . . music . . . 
and a request for the service 
of Communion. 

I believe Patty chose the 
Revelation 7:9-17 reading 
because she loved the 
thought of an enormous 
community, drawn 
together from every 
nation—a great mul-
titude that is extraor-
dinarily 
comprehensive 
both in size and 
variety. Everybody 
is represented 
there—an incredible 
variety of tribes and 
peoples and lan-
guages. “Red and yel-
low, black and white,” 
and they’re all there, and 
they’re all one, in true 
unity with each other, and in 
true fellowship with their 
creator. 

And they are in worship. 
They stand around the throne, 
singing, “Salvation belongs to 
our God who is seated on the 
throne and to the Lamb!” This 
is a Biblical image of the world 
to come, and it stands there 
alongside other great visions 
of the future drawn from the 
Scriptures:

“The wolf shall live with the 
lamb, the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid, the calf 

and the lion and the fatling 
together. . . . They will not 
hurt or destroy on all my 
holy mountain; for the earth 
will be full of the knowledge 
of the LORD as the waters 
cover the sea.” (Isaiah 11)

“They shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares 
and their spears into prun-
ing hooks; nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war 
any more.” (Micah 4)

From the beginning of time, 
we have all dreamt of a world 
that is full of love and where 
people live in genuine har-
mony with one another and 
where cancer will not claim 
another person we love. 

“They will hunger no more, 
and thirst no more; the sun 
will not strike them, nor any 
scorching heat; for the Lamb 
at the center of the throne 
will be their shepherd, and 
he will guide them to 
springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes.”

Here as elsewhere . . . 
there is a recognition of 
the fact that God is 
more powerful than 
death…and we can 
claim the hope of life 
everlasting.

 What did Patty see in 
this image? I think she 
saw what we all long 

for in life…to live at 
peace within a commu-

nity…and heal-
ing….where the old 

wounds are bound up and 
the tears are wiped away, 
where we “don’t study war 
no more” because the earth 
is as full of the knowledge of 
the Lord.

As St Paul wrote, “I am con-
vinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor rul-
ers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
(Romans 8)
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Church Officer & Leadership Training 
(COLT)

COLT is an opportunity that you don’t want to miss! Whether 
you are an Elder, Deacon, Youth Leader, PW Leader, Chair-
person, Ministry Team Member or Sunday Morning 
Teacher—COLT is for you! Come enjoy this wonderful morn-
ing as we grow together in our understanding of what it 
means to live and lead in faith despite an anxious culture 
around us. In addition, you’ll have the opportunity to get 
fresh ideas and learn some new things to take back to your 
church! During and after lunch there will be tables of interests 
and representatives for each area. Take the time to ask ques-
tions, pick up information, and gather ideas to take back to 
your church!—Reprinted from the COLT 2017 brochure

Keynote speaker

Keynote speaker Dr. Martha L. Moore-Keish is the Associ-
ate Professor of Theology & Director of the Masters of The-
ology Program at Columbia Seminary in Atlanta, GA. 

Her credentials include a Masters of Divinity from Union 
Theological Seminary and a PhD from Emory University. 

We are thrilled to note that she has participated in two of 
our PSA Teens for Christ retreats, where she has spent the 
weekend talking with our young people about Reformed 
Theology. We look forward to getting to know Martha and 
hearing her most timely keynote, “Faith not Fear.”—
Reprinted from the COLT 2017 brochure
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By Manny Russo, 

Scoutmaster

November was a fun month 
for Troop 292 scouts. Forty-
five attended the Blue 
Angels Homecoming Show 
in Pensacola. The boys 
enjoyed seeing vintage air-
craft from the late 1930s up 
to the newest fighter jets of 
today. 

From a plane that travels 170 
miles per hour to one that 
travels at 4 times the speed 
of sound (about 2,800 mph)—
the Blues put on quite a 
show with precision flying 
and acrobatic loops and 
turns. During the middle of 
their performance, I saw one 
scout sitting in his chair, 
reading a novel! Needless to 
say, each scout is unique. 

During November and 
December, the scouts are 
collecting food for those in 
need, and they are collecting 
toys and other items for a 
family in need during 
Christmas. One of the 
founding principles of 
scouting is “Service to 
Others.” 

Duane and Gage each held 
his Eagle Court of Honor, 
which is a ceremony to 
award them with the Eagle 
Medal and recognize what 
they have achieved. Gage 
will attend UAB, and Duane 
will be at USA next fall. 

In January two other scouts 
will hold their Eagle Cere-
mony at Providence. It is 
very rewarding to see the 

accomplishments of each 
scout. 

During December, the scouts 
will camp at Meaher State Park 
with a group of fifth graders as 
these scouts will move up to 
Boy Scouts in March 2017. The 
scouts will teach basic camp-
ing skills. In addition, they will 
cook their own meals (for the 
first time) for lunch and din-
ner. We hope that these young 
scouts will be excited about 
Boy Scouts and join Troop 292. 
The troop will also go to win-
ter camp at Maubila Scout Res-
ervation December 27-30. 

As I stated last month, the 2017 
calendar of activities has been 
planned, and the activities 
include the following:

� January 20-23—Snow 
Skiing

� February 24-27—
Okefenokee Swamp

� March 3-5—Camporee

� March 17-19—Can You 
Survive?

� April 21-23—Claude 
Kelly State Park

� May 26-29—Oak Moun-
tain Park/BMX Track

� June 11-17—Maubila 
Summer Camp or June 
17-24—Woodruff Sum-
mer Camp

� July 14-16—Vortex 
Springs

� August 4-6—Kayaking

� September 8-10—New 
Leader Training/Scout 
Skills

� October 6-9—Talladega 
National Forest

� November 3-5—World 
War II Museum

� December 1-3—Webelos 
Campout

� December 27-30—Winter 
Camp. 

As you can see, the troop is 
busy with many and varied 
activities. 

Thanks for the support that 
Providence provides to 
these young men. Some-
times you may think that 
you provide only a meeting 
place, but I can assure you 
that it is much, much more. 
The scouts are meeting in 
the House of the Lord, and 
the seeds you cast will grow 
and grow. 

Thanks.
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New Eagle Scouts Duane and Gage
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Play originally performed at Providence debuts Chickasaw Civic Theatre

Providence members and 
friends will gather at Chick-
asaw Civic Theatre later this 
month to see The 24 Days 
Before Christmas, a play 
adapted from a Madeleine 
L’Engle story by Nedra 
Bloom and originally per-
formed several years ago at 
Providence.

Several other Providence 
members are also involved 
in the show:

� Don Bloom—Choir 
member

� Jessi Gadomski—Choir 
member

� Ken Gadomski—Set con-
struction and scenic artist

� Adria Mosley—Suzy 
Austin

� Jude Mosley—John 
Austin

� Linda Payne—Pageant 
Director

The press release for the 
show reads as follows:

Just in time for Christmas 
comes The 24 Days Before 
Christmas, a charming story 
by Madeleine L’Engle. The 
show opens December 9 
and runs Fridays, Saturdays, 
and Sundays through 
December 18. 

Seven-year-old Vicki tells 
about the Christmastime 
when her family looked for-
ward to snow, and to Christ-
mas, and to a new baby in 
the family, and to Vicki’s 
first major role in the church 
Christmas pageant.

Nedra Bloom, who adapted 
the script, also directs the 
show, which includes an 
array of traditional Christ-
mas carols.

Sarah Beth Dudley plays the 
seven-year-old Vicky, and 
Zelda Peach plays the older 
Vicky, looking back on this 
earlier Christmas. Sean 
Dudley and Samantha Teague 
play Vicky’s parents; Jude 
Mosley and Adria Mosley 
play Vicky’s older brother 
and younger sister.

“A good friend gave a copy of 
the storybook to my children 

when they were young. Not 
only did my kindergartner 
love it, but so did his older 
sister and brother. So I 
shared it with the youth 
group at my church, where 
the young teens liked the 
story so much that I adapted 
it for a chancel drama,” says 
Bloom.

“A dozen years later, I 
recalled how much we had 

all enjoyed that story and 
contacted L’Engle’s agents 
for rights to re-adapt and 
present the show to a wider 
audience.

“It’s a warm and touching 
story of a loving family 
enjoying every moment of a 
very special Christmas sea-
son,” Bloom adds. “I hope it 
will be a special holiday 
event for our community.”
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December 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
5:45 pm

Backpack 
Ministry

6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

2
10:30 am

Worship Team 
Meeting

3
8:30 am

Journey to 
Bethlehem 
setup

4
8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

Choir

11:00 am

The Grove

5 6
3:30 pm

Caroling at 
Lynwood 
Nursing Home

6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

Bill Berry

7
9:30 am

Exercise Class

7:00 pm

Choir

8
5:45 pm

Backpack 
Ministry

6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

Mattie Dean

9
Jerry Williams

10

11
8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

Choir

11:00 am

The Grove

4:30-7:30 pm

Journey to Bethlehem

12 13
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

14
9:30 am

Exercise Class

7:00 pm

Choir

15
5:45 pm

Backpack 
Ministry

6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

16
9:00–11:30 am

Food Pantry

11:30 am

Evangelical 
Missions Team 
meeting

17

18
8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

Session Meeting

11:00 am

The Grove

19 20
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

21
9:30 am

Exercise Class

7:00 pm

Choir

22
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

23 24
6:00 pm

Christmas Eve 
Worship

Christmas Eve

25
8:00 am-4:30 pm

McKemie Place Safe 
Haven

8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

11:00 am

The Grove

Christmas

26
Church office 
closed

27
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

28
9:30 am

Exercise Class

7:00 pm

Choir

29
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

30 31
New Years Eve



Providence Presbyterian Church
2320 Schillinger Road South
Mobile, AL 36695
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�
e
m

e
m

b
e
r
 
�

h
e
n



L
og

os
 y

ou
th

 c
ar

ol
in

g
 a

t 
H

ea
rt

h
st

on
e 

at
 H

er
it

ag
e 

W
oo

ds
 (

n
ow

 E
lm

cr
of

t 
of

 
H

er
it

ag
e 

W
oo

ds
) 

on
 H

il
lc

re
st

 R
oa

d
 •

 D
ec

em
be

r 
1

7
, 2

0
08

 •
 (

L
-R

):
 R

en
ee

 
M

cR
oy

, W
en

dy
 M

ou
n

er
, S

ha
n

e 
F

in
n

eg
an

, R
ya

n
 M

ou
n

er
, M

el
od

i H
ac

ke
r,

 
K

at
ri

n
a 

W
es

te
rb

er
g

, M
y

ra
 R

oe
bu

ck
 B

oo
ki

n
s,

 J
es

si
ca

 H
ar

de
n

, 
W

es
le

y 
M

cR
oy

, D
ea

n
 G

ro
ss

, 
L

iz
 G

ro
ss

 —
 P

h
ot

o 
by

 K
en

 G
ad

om
sk

i


