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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

Pastor’s message

Now that’s something to sing about!
Regrets.
We all have them, no exceptions.
But what we do with them
is up to us.
Don’t play the victim.
You are more than a conqueror.
Don’t let regrets hold you ransom.
Learn to leverage them.
There is no regret God cannot
redeem.
The best is yet to come.
Those are the opening words to our
next adult bible study, IF, written by
Mark Batterson. The word “if” is used
1,521 times in 1,282 verses in the Bible,
and my favorite comes from Romans
8:31 . . . “If God is for us, who can be
against us?” Beginning February 15,
FIRED UP will be studying that wonderful eighth chapter of Romans with
the hope that each of us will
come away from this study
understanding how
deeply God loves us.
Verse by verse we’ll
unpack the words of
Paul to the church in
Rome. He tells this
band of new believers
that “Now [what a
wonderful word when
we’ve given our lives to
Jesus] there is no condemna-

tion.” (Paul 8:1) Paul knew firsthand what sin looked like.
Imagine his memories of
persecuting the early
Christians, even holding the coats of those
stoning Stephen. And
now he knows the
freedom of living a life
in Christ where all of
the “if only’s” have been
forgiven and forgotten by
the loving action of Jesus
and the cross. Batterson writes
“It’s the cross that turns if only regrets
into what if possibilities.”
I don’t know about you . . . but I have lots
of “if onlys” and “what ifs” in my life.
Unpacking them and seeing them
through the lens of the eighth chapter of
Romans will be an exercise of
spiritual health for me . . .
and hopefully for many of
you. Don’t you wonder
about your life choices?
What would my life
look like if I had
attended a different
college? I wouldn’t
have met Stuart . . . but
I chose that college for
all the wrong reasons . . .
I wanted to be near a
boyfriend . . . but we broke

up. . . . I had to work parttime . . . but that’s when I
met Stuart. He was my
boss . . . and didn’t
date anyone who
worked for him . . .
but we dated and
married within a
few months. Just
thinking about it
makes my head spin.
Those are some of my
what if’s . . . the list of if
onlys could fill pages. And I bet
yours could too! Meeting and marrying the love of my life is easy to admit,
but there are other choices that run
dark in my head . . . and, like Paul, I
have to remember the love of Jesus
Christ that took him to the cross and
acknowledge I am forgiven. So I hope
you join me in this discovery and find
peace in the assurance Paul concludes
with:
“For I am convinced that neither death
nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor
any powers, neither height nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 8:38-39)
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The caller of the month will contact each server. If you cannot serve on your scheduled day, please let the caller
know. You can also contact Worship Elder Mary Mastrangelo at (251) 602-1993 or (251) 786-0039.

January 18, 2017
Dear Ms. Rommes:
On behalf of LifeSouth Community Blood Center, I would like to thank you for your
support and assistance with the blood drive held on Sunday, January 15, 2017. The
following is a breakdown of the total donations.
Prospective Donors: 4
Deferred Donors:
0
Actual Donations:
4
When you consider that one blood donation can save up to three lives it is easy to see how
donating blood can make a significant difference in someone’s life. One never knows
when the life that is saved may be a member of your own family, a friend, or a co-worker.
Once again, I would like to thank you for your continued support. if you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,
Mobile Team A
Donor Recruiter
• page 2 •

Evangelical
MISSIONS
Joan Rommes, Elder
2017 Evangelical Missions calendar
Backpack Program
Every Thursday,
5:50 pm, and delivered to
O’Rourke Elementary
School on Fridays;
throughout the school
year
Before the start of the
school year (August);
school supplies/backpacks for O’Rourke
Elementary students

Blood Drives
Sunday, TBD,
8:30 am–12:30 pm

Canned Tab Collection
Project
Every day; collection box
in the kitchen

Presbyterians affirm that God comes to us with grace and love in the person of Jesus
Christ, who lived, died, and rose for us so that we might have eternal and abundant
life in him. As Christ’s disciples, called to ministry in his name, we seek to continue
his mission of teaching the truth, feeding the hungry, healing the broken, and welcoming strangers. God sends the Holy Spirit to dwell within us, giving us the energy,
intelligence, imagination, and love to be Christ’s faithful disciples in the world.
—From the PCUSA website (https://www.pcusa.org/)
Food Pantry

Closely Crafted
Every Thursday night,
6:00 pm

Family Promise Hosting
at Redeemer Episcopal
Sunday–Sunday,
July 9-16
Sunday–Sunday,
October 5-22

Third Friday of every
month, 10:00–11:00 am;
prepare and distribute food
to families in need

McKemie Place
(Safe Haven) Hosting

Sunday-Monday,
December 24-25
(Christmas)

Offerings
One Great Hour of
Sharing—March
Pentecost—May

Saturday–Sunday,
April 22-23

Peacemaking—
September

Saturday–Sunday,
August 26-27

Presbyterian Home for
Children Offering—
November
Christmas Joy Offering—
December
Christmas Angel Gifts—
December

Ronald McDonald
Dinners
Monday, March 20
Monday, June 19
Monday, August 21
Monday, October 30
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By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster
Have you been to the World
War II Museum in New
Orleans? If not, you NEED
to go!

or so at night, it was a great
campout.

On Tuesday, January 24, the
troop invited 25 fourth- and
fifth-grade Webelos (Cub
Scouts) to visit us and see what
Boy Scouting is all about. We
The troop camped in Missis- had an owl from the Environsippi (beside a railroad
mental Studies Center, and the
track—never, never do that!) scouts were able to get close to
and visited the World War II it and learn about its habitat
Museum in New Orleans. It and the importance of “birds
was awesome to say the
of prey” to our environment.
least. The scouts toured the
exhibits in one of the five
We also had a python and milk
buildings and watched a
snake for the boys to handle
movie about the war and
and also learn about the
why we got involved.
importance of snakes to our
environment. They learned to
It was very educational, and NEVER kill a snake unless it is
now we want to go back and venomous and on your propsee other exhibits. You could erty. We also had a campsite
probably spend 2-3 days to
set up, so the young scouts
see everything. Other than a could see how they will camp
train coming by every hour when they become Boy Scouts.

Team games were also
played. Hot dogs and brats
were served to all.
The troop had a fund raiser
at the Senior Bowl, where we
sold roasted peanuts. Each
scout earned about $80 to
help pay for his scouting
experience. The boys
enjoyed walking up and
down the stadium yelling,
“Roasted peanuts! Get your
roasted peanuts!”
On Sunday, February 5,
YOUR troop will present
the message for your church
service. February 5 is “Scout
Sunday.” Scout Sunday falls
on the Sunday before February 8, which is the Scouting
Anniversary. The purpose
of Scout Sunday is to share
the contributions of young
boys and how the Scout Law
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and Oath follow God’s
teachings.
The February campout will
be at Stephen Foster State
Park on the Okefenokee
Swamp. The boys will canoe
the swamp and will see a lot
of wildlife, including
hundreds of gators. A wildlife biologist will also
present a program about the
swamp, how it developed,
and the wildlife found in the
swamp.
In late February, the fifthgrade Cub Scouts who will
join your troop will start
meeting to prepare for joining and to provide information to their parents. As you
can see, we are busy, and the
boys will gain life experiences from the program that
you support. Thanks!
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October 22, 2016,
Stated Session
Meeting

Leslie Hayes Rey, Clerk
of Session

Approved the minutes of
the September 18, 2016,
Stated Session meeting.
Were informed that
Pastor Mary continues to
work with issues regarding Warren and Naomi
Turner.
Were informed that on
October 23 we will clean
up the woods after worship in preparation for
Patty Scott’s memorial
service, which will be
held in the outdoor worship area on October 27;
the Master Gardeners
will create the setting of
plants for the service.
Were encouraged to participate in an upcoming
seminar about life planning issues, including
wills, powers of attorney,
and advance directives;
the seminar will be open
to the public.
Were informed that the
Administration Team
will collect important
church documents and
determine how to store
them appropriately.
Received the Building
and Grounds Elder’s
monthly report.
Discussed landscaping
and maintenance issues.
Were informed that the
Building and Grounds
Elder will be reviewing
the janitorial and trash
company contracts as
well as our facility use
guidelines.
Were informed by the
Building and Grounds

Elder
that a
second fan
will be purchased to help
circulate air, and thus
help prevent mold, in
the peak area of the
sanctuary.
Were informed that the
Building and Grounds
Elder Storage will study
storage issues in the back
classroom.
Were informed by the
Discipleship Elder that
the fall semester of
FIRED UP will conclude
the week before
Thanksgiving.
Received the Evangelical
Missions Elder’s monthly
report.
Were informed that the
Evangelical Missions
Elder is finding families
with small children for
the Angel Tree.
Received the Fellowship
Elder’s monthly report.
Were informed by the
Fellowship Elder that
Laura Anderson will
become a refreshment
hostess.
Received the Nurture
Elder’s monthly report.
Were informed by the
Nurture Elder that Partners in Prayer have been
renamed Shepherds with
flocks and that Dodi
Berry will co-shepherd
with Mattie Dean.

Were
inform
ed by the
Nurture
Elder that Providence is now enrolled
in Shepherd’s Watch, which
provides background
checks and training videos;
an additional background
check option is also available and can be
coordinated with the
Administrative Assistant
through the church office.
Were informed that the
Nurture Elder will be meeting with the Nursery
workers, that we have purchased a new glider for the
nursery, and that The
Grove will provide a second glider.
Received the Treasurer’s
monthly report.
Were informed that financial contributions are near
budgeted amounts.
Were given 2017 budget
“wish lists” to fill out.
Were informed by the
Stewardship Elder that
pledge cards will be due by
November 23, so the budget can be prepared by
mid-December.
Were informed that Pastor
Mary will preach on stewardship for the two weeks
prior to the pledge cards
being due.
Were informed that 66% of
those who attend worship
each week participate in
the service, compared to
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the average of 20%;
were informed that Providence also has a high
number of adults who
participate in Bible
study.
Were informed that the
old baptismal font was
donated and that
William Whatley from
The Grove is designing
and building a new one.
Were informed by the
Worship Elder that the
Boy Scouts will help
arrange the chairs in the
Sanctuary and set up the
Christmas tree.
Were reminded why we
present the Journey to
Bethlehem each year and
discussed plans and
logistics for this year’s
event.
Spent time visioning for
2017.
Reviewed the church
“calendar.

November 20, 2016,
Stated Session
Meeting
Approved a motion to
accept the minutes of the
October 22 meeting.
Were encouraged to
attend the Presbytery of
South Alabama’s COLT
(Church Officer & Leadership Training) meeting
on January 21.

(See “Session” on page 8)

(“Session,” from page 7)
Received thank you
notes from the Scott family about Patty Scott’s
memorial service and
from Ronald McDonald
House for the pull tabs.
Received the Presbytery’s 2017 Benevolence
Intent Form.
Received verbal requests
to borrow tables and
chairs for Thanksgiving
from Leslie Rey and
Todd McGehee.
Received requests for
marriage ceremonies to
be held at Providence for
someone associated with
the Boy Scouts in April
2017, Kenneth South on
June 17, 2017, and
Donald South on
November 10, 2017.
Were informed that the
first wedding in the worship space in the woods
was held on November
17 and that the ceremony
was performed by Pastor
Stuart Clark.
Received the Building
and Grounds Elder’s
monthly report.
Were informed that the
Building and Grounds
Elder is obtaining quotes
for reshingling the sanctuary roof.

Were reminded that
there is not enough seating in the outdoor
worship space and were
informed that the Scouts
would like to install
additional seating as an
Eagle Scout project by
expanding the seating on
the south side.
Discussed the possibility
of creating a picnic area
in the woods.
Were informed by the
Building and Grounds
Elder that the mold
growth on the sanctuary
ceiling will be cleaned
and the ceiling repainted.
Received the Discipleship Elder’s monthly
report.
Received the Evangelical
Missions Elder’s monthly
report.
Were informed that the
Evangelical Missions
Elder is contacting families for the Angel Tree;
there are 6 families now.
Were informed by the
Evangelical Missions
Elder that the Food Pantry’s Thanksgiving food
distribution was a
success.
Were informed that the
Evangelical Missions
Team is preparing for

hosting the McKemie Place
women on Christmas Day.

Reviewed the church
calendar.

Received the Fellowship
Elder’s monthly report.

Were informed that the
Presbytery of South Alabama’s 2016 Advent
Devotional will be
emailed/provided to the
congregation on the first
Sunday of Advent.

Received the Nurture
Elder’s monthly report.
Were informed that the
Nurture Elder is trying to
grow the Prayer Group.
Were informed that the
Nurture Elder has met with
the Nursery workers and
that Carla Massey and
Linda Proudfoot will now
be working in the Nursery.
Received the Treasurer’s
monthly report.
Were informed by the
Stewardship Elder that we
are on target with tithing.
Discussed the Presbytery
of South Alabama’s Fair
Share Asking and Providence’s possible 2017
contribution.
Received an update from
the Worship Elder on
Christmas decorations.
Were informed by the Worship Elder that the
Christmas Joy Offering will
be announced on December 4 and collected on
December 18.
Continued planning for
this year’s Journey to
Bethlehem.

Were informed that the
Fellowship Elder will
schedule a monthly supper club or Bunco for a
Saturday night and suggested theme dinners.
Were reminded that a
Blood Drive has been
scheduled for January 15,
2017, with a goal of 6
donors.

December 11,
2016, Stated
Session Meeting
Approved a motion to set
the pastor’s 2017 housing
allowance.
Approved a motion to
accept the Administration Team’s pay raise
recommendations.
Approved a motion to
approve the proposed
2017 budget.
Approved a motion to
increase The Grove’s
monthly rent.

See what love the Father

has given us, that we
should be called children
of God.—1 John 3:1a
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February 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1
7:00 pm
Choir

2
5:45 pm
Backpack
Ministry

Jude Mosley

Saturday

3

4

10:30 am
Worship Team
Meeting

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted
7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

John 3:16
5

6

8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
The Grove

Dodi Berry

7
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

9
5:45 pm
Backpack
Ministry

10

11

17

18

Mary Ann
Benefield

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted
7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

12

13

8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Session Meeting
11:00 am
The Grove

14

15

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

9:30 am
Exercise Class

Valentine’s Day

10:30 am
FIRED UP

20

21

22

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

9:30 am
Exercise Class

Leslie Rey

10:30 am
FIRED UP

27

28
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

1
9:30 am
Exercise Class
10:30 am
FIRED UP
5:30 pm
FIRED UP
7:00 pm
Choir
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24

25

3

4

5:45 pm
Backpack
Ministry

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

26

23

11:30 am
Evangelical
Missions Team
meeting

6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

5:30 pm
FIRED UP

10:45 am
Session
11:00 am
The Grove
Ken Gadomski

10:00–11:00 am
Food Pantry

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

19

16
5:45 pm
Backpack
Ministry
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

5:30 pm
FIRED UP

8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship
10:30 am
Congregational Meeting

8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
The Grove

8
7:00 pm
Choir

2
5:45 pm
Backpack
Ministry
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted
7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

10:30 am
Worship Team
Meeting

hen

Logos “picnic” • January 24, 2007 • (L-R): John Curtis Andrews, Stephen
Fitzpatrick, Pastor Toby Mueller, Jessica Harden • Photo by Ken
Gadomski
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