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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

I don’t know about you, but 
often I simply run out in 
front of God and try to make 
things happen on my own. 
Today was not one of those 
days. Today God showed up 
and showed off. Let me 
explain.

On Saturday, April 22, we 
hosted the McKemie Place 
ladies for the day. It was one 
of those spring days in 
Mobile when the humidity is 
low, the temperature is 
moderate, and the sun is 
shining. One of those days 
when you want to be out-
side, soaking it up. And 
our patio at the church is 
the perfect place for sitting 
and sharing life over a cup 
of coffee. 

As a Board member of 
McKemie Place, I like to hear 
from the women about how 
things are going. What 
needs to be improved? What 
changes could be made to 
make life better for women 
who are homeless and stay-
ing in our shelter until they 
can get back on their feet?

So I asked a question: “How 
are things going at the shel-
ter?” And the conversation 
became very quiet. Uh-oh! 
“What’s going on, and how 
can we help?”

Over the next hour, we 
talked at length about how 
the closing of 15 Place was 
affecting the homeless living 
downtown. It gave them an 
address for mail, a location 
to store their suitcase during 
the day, restrooms, showers, 
and a place to wash their 
clothes. 

A place to wash your clothes 
becomes very important 
when you spend your days 
outside, on the street. So I 
made a promise to find a 
laundry facility . . . that week.

At Providence we’ve been 
studying a book written by 
Mark Batterson titled If. It’s 
based on Romans 8 . . . that 
wonderful chapter written 
by Paul to the church in 
Rome. The fourteenth verse 
reads, “For those who are 
led by the Spirit of God are 
the children of God.” 
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Pastor’s message

More than mere coincidence

Batterson writes, “The Celtic 
Christians had a rather unique 
name for the Holy Spirit. They 
called him An Geadh Glas, or 
the Wild Goose. Batterson 
goes on to explain: “I love that 
name. In fact, I wrote a book 
titled Wild Goose Chase. I can’t 
think of a better description of 
what it’s like to live a Spirit-led 
life. I have no idea where I’m 
going half the time, but God is 
in the business of strategically 
positioning us in the right 
place at the right 
time. I call 

them supernatural synchro-
nicities. And they’re more 
than mere coincidence . . . 
they’re providence!”

I had opened my mouth and 
promised 35 women we 
would get them to a laundry 
that week, so they could 
wear clean clothes and feel 
like real people. This could 

(See “Providence” on page 2)
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be a wild goose chase, result-
ing in disappointment or An 
Geadh Glas . . . THE Wild 
Goose . . . would open doors 
and take me to a laundry. 

So Stuart and I got in the car 
and went looking. Sure 
enough, right across the 
street from the Rec Center on 

Kyla Kelim, Esq., a nationally recognized speaker on nursing home Medicaid, Medicare, 
and estate/probate matters, spoke on “Planning Equals Compassion” on Sunday, April 30. 

Her presentation was part of the Community Resource Series jointly sponsored by Provi-
dence, Cottage Hill, and Spring Hill Presbyterian Churches. The next presentation, “Your 
Final To-Do List,” will be held at Spring Hill Presbyterian Church in August.

(L-R): Providence Presbyterian Church Pastor Mary Montei Clark, Cottage Hill Presbyterian Church 
Pastor Stuart Clark, Atty. Kyla Kelim, and Providence Evangelical Missions Elder Joan Rommes

Spring Hill Avenue is the 
Swiss Cleaners. They have a 
laundromat right next door. 
We sat in the car, said a 
prayer . . . and went in and 
met Sally. 

Today, the McKemie Place 
ladies have clean clothes. And 
each week they can go back, 
and Sally will assist them in 
washing and drying . . . and 

giving a bit of dignity along 
the way.

God has a plan. And when I 
trust God, somehow I find 
myself strategically posi-
tioned for the supernatural 
to occur. Now I call that 
providence. Hmmm . . . this 
church is well named. 

Planning Equals Compassion

(“Providence,” from page 1)
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W
MARY MASTRANGELO, Elder

The caller of the month will contact each server. If you cannot serve on your scheduled day, please let the caller know. 

You can also contact Worship Elder Mary Mastrangelo at (251) 602-1993 or (251) 786-0039. 

Date Liturgist Communion Ushers PowerPoint  / Sound Nursery

May 7 Don Bloom Dodi Berry

Pam Fredelake

Bill Berry

Buck Bolton

Debbie Simmons

Joan Rommes

Roxanne Smith

Curtis Andrews

Myrna Andrews

Carla Massey

May 14 Don Bloom — Stacy Henry

Aggie Roebuck

Mary Mastrangelo

Jude Mosley

Bill Berry

Sharon Crenshaw

Joan Rommes

May 21 Graham Hayes Mary Mastrangelo

Aggie Roebuck

Barry South

Jerry Williams

Bob Ellis

Donna Ellis

Marlene Taylor

Les Taylor

Blake Stanley

Pam Fredelake

Sue Drinovsky

May 28 Graham Hayes — Jude Mosley

Debbie McLendon

Myrna Andrews

Buddy Scott

Mary Mastrangelo

Sharon Crenshaw

Carla Massey

May worship volunteers

Pentecost Offering—June 4

The Pentecost Offering is 
the second special yearly 
offering of the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. A gift to 
this offering helps the 
church encourage, develop, 
and support its young peo-
ple and also address the 
needs of at-risk children. 

Forty percent of the Pente-
cost offering can be 
retained by the individual 
congregations wanting to 
make an impact in the lives 
of young people within 
their own community. The 
remaining 60% is used to 
support ministries of the 
Presbyterian Mission 
Agency.

In connection with at-risk chil-
dren, there is the Presbyterian 
Red Hand Campaign. UNICEF 
estimates that as many as 
300,000 children under the age 
of 18 are engaged in armed 
conflicts around the world. 
This campaign sends a clear 
message: Children should 
NOT be used as soldiers. 
Actual red handprints are 
made with red paint and mes-
sages about no child to be used 
as a soldier are printed beside 
them and sent on to leaders of 
the countries illegally making 
children fight.

Please consider using the spe-
cial envelopes available on 
June 4 to help with the Pente-
cost offering goals.

The banners you see each Sun-
day are rotated to represent an 
aspect of Sunday’s worship. 

Our communion banners are 
displayed the first and third 
Sunday of each month as we 
celebrate the Lord’s supper. 
They are alternated with two 
banners carrying a scripture-
based message and a lovely 
scene.

Special seasonal banners are 
used for Lent, Easter, Pente-
cost, Thanksgiving, Advent, 
and Christmas. They have 
been selected by and funded 
through the Worship Team. 
They add color and symbolism 
to our worship experience. 

orshIP

Banners used in worship services
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Backpack Program

� Every Thursday, 5:50 pm; 
delivered to O’Rourke 
Elementary School on 
Fridays; throughout the 
school year

� Before the start of the 
school year (August); 
school supplies/back-
packs for O’Rourke 
Elementary students 

Blood Drives 

� Sunday, TBD, 
8:30 am–12:30 pm

Canned Tab Collection 

� Every day; collection box 
in the kitchen

Closely Crafted 

� Every Thursday night, 
6:00 pm

Family Promise Hosting 
at Redeemer Episcopal

� Sunday–Sunday, July 9-16

� Sunday–Sunday, 
October 5-22

2017 Evangelical Missions calendar

Food Pantry

� Third Friday of every 
month, 10:00–11:00 am; 
prepare and distribute 
food to families in need

McKemie Place 
(Safe Haven) Hosting

� Saturday–Sunday, 
August 26-27 

� Sunday-Monday, 
December 24-25 
(Christmas)

Offerings

� Pentecost—May

� Peacemaking—September

� Presbyterian Home for 
Children Offering—
November

� Christmas Joy 
Offering—December

� Christmas Angel 
Gifts—December

Ronald McDonald 
Dinners

� Monday, June 19

� Monday, August 21

� Monday, October 30

Presbyterians affirm that God comes to us with grace and love in the person of Jesus 
Christ, who lived, died, and rose for us so that we might have eternal and abundant 
life in him. As Christ’s disciples, called to ministry in his name, we seek to continue 
his mission of teaching the truth, feeding the hungry, healing the broken, and welcom-
ing strangers. God sends the Holy Spirit to dwell within us, giving us the energy, 
intelligence, imagination, and love to be Christ’s faithful disciples in the world.
—From the PCUSA website (https://www.pcusa.org/)

� Food Pantry distribu-
tion was held on 
February 17:

• Number of individu-
als served: 75
- Children: 35
- Seniors: 25
- Others: 15

• New families receiv-
ing food: 11

� The “Feeding the 
Gulf Coast Report” 
for December was 
submitted.

2017 Evangelical Missions report

� The Church Resource 
Navigator Mission Team 
met and created the Com-
munity Resource Series 
brochure and flyer. 

• Ken Gadomski 
designed and produced 
the finished product.

• Roxanne Smith is work-
ing with printing 
company to obtain 
printed materials.

• The first workshop will 
be held at Providence 
on Sunday, April 30, 
4:00-5:00 pm.

� Providence will host 
the Ronald McDonald 
House dinner on 
March 20.

� Providence is scheduled 
to host the McKemie 
Place Ladies on Satur-
day, April 22, and the 
Grove will host on Sun-
day, April 23.
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Congregational 
Meeting—
March 19, 2017

� Approved a motion to 
approve the docket.

� Approved a motion to 
accept the minutes from 
the February 19, 2017, 
Congregational and Ses-
sion meetings.

� Received and forwarded 
to the Evangelical Mis-
sions Elder for review a 
letter from the Presbyte-
rian Mission Agency 
about opportunities to 
apply for money avail-
able from unassigned 
General Assembly Mis-
sion Restricted Funds.

� Received Pastor Montei 
Clark’s report.

� Were informed that Pas-
tor Mary Montei Clark is 
going to Baytreat for a 
Pastor’s Retreat the fol-
lowing week.

� Set an informal annual 
goal of a 10% increase in 
membership. We 
exceeded that number 
last year and again so far 
this year. 

� Discussed grounds 
issues and 
improvements.

� Discussed upgrading the 
outside and Sanctuary 
lighting.

� Were informed that 
Barry and Kenny South 
are going to clean the 
mold on the Sanctuary 
ceiling and that a fan 
would be installed when 
the roof is replaced.

� Discussed lighting instal-
lation in the outdoor 
worship space. 

� Were 
inform-
ed that 
candle wax 
on the commu-
nion table and carpet is 
still a problem. 

� Discussed cleaning 
issues and timing.

� Agreed to put replace-
ment of several kitchen 
floor tiles and the kitchen 
window on the mainte-
nance list. 

� Approved a motion to 
install Pastor Mary 
Montei Clark’s photo in 
the hall with the former 
pastors’ photographs.

� Were informed that there 
are 20-22 people in 
FIRED UP each week for 
the Bible study, which is 
an indicator of a healthy 
church. 

� Discussed ideas for 
future discipleship 
classes. 

� Received Evangelical 
Missions Elder Joan 
Rommes’ monthly 
report. 

� Were informed that 300 
flyers about the Commu-
nity Resources workshop 
are being sent out to the 
community. The first 
workshop will be held 
Sunday, April 30, 4:00-
5:00 pm, at Providence. 

� Were informed that 
Debbie Jones is helping 
to update the Food Pan-
try Resource Guide, that 

John 
Ellis 

(a volun-
teer) is 

helping to orga-
nize the Backpack 

Ministry and Food Pantry, 
that Buddy Scott has been 
helping with Food Pantry 
pickup/delivery, and that 
Dee Low may be able to 
help with future Ronald 
McDonald House meals.

� Were informed that Evan-
gelical Missions Elder Joan 
Rommes met with the Area 
Agency on Aging due to 
concerns about future 
funding. All are staying 
aware of federal funding, 
which is a national issue, 
and are encouraging others 
to write letters to Congress 
about the impact on pro-
grams should funding be 
cut.

� Received Fellow Elder 
Aggie Roebuck’s monthly 
report. 

� Discussed logistics for the 
March 26 church picnic.

� Agreed to ask The Grove to 
use the back classroom fol-
lowing our worship service 
on Sunday, May 7, for a 
wedding shower. 

� Noted that the 
recent funeral 
receptions were 
wonderfully done.

� Received Worship 
Elder Mary Mastrangelo’s 
monthly report.

� Were informed that the 
One Great Hour of Sharing 

Leslie Hayes Rey, Clerk 

of Session

special offering will be 
collected on Palm Sun-
day instead of Easter 
Sunday.

� Discussed implementing 
a written agreement with 
The Grove that will 
address expectations and 
liability issues. 

� Received Nurture Elder 
Dodi Berry’s monthly 
report.

� Were informed that the 
Shepherds will call 
everyone to remind them 
about the picnic. 

� Were informed that there 
are two new Shepherds—
Jeny Williams and Judy 
Nichols.

� Received Stewardship 
Elder Bob Ellis’s monthly 
report, which indicates 
that giving is down. 

� Were informed that 
Clerk of Session Leslie 
Hayes Rey will provide 
Elder Bob with a copy of 
the 2016 annual Statisti-
cal Report for the 
mortgage banker.

� Discussed the church 
calendar.
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By Manny Russo, 

Scoutmaster

April was a fun month for 
the troop. Eleven new scouts 
joined the troop, and their 
first campout was fun and 
demanding. The troop 
camped at Magnolia Branch 
Wildlife Preserve in Atmore. 
They camped alongside a 
lake on one side and the 
river on the other. 

The boys kayaked and 
swam, and many took the 
annual swim test. This swim 
test is demanding with a 
100-yard swim. This test is 
required for scouts to partic-
ipate in most water activi-
ties, including canoeing and 
kayaking. The new scouts 

learned many new skills, 
including how to set up their 
tent and camp, prepare their 
meals, wash dishes, and 
basically depend on each 
other for all their needs. 

The campout ended with 
our church service on Sun-
day morning. The service 
was prepared and delivered 
by our two Chaplains, Ryan 
and Patrick. 

May will also be full of fun 
and challenging activities. 
The troop will participate 
in the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars 100th anniversary of 
the US entering World 
War I. Your scouts will 
help set up for this event, 
carry out a flag retirement 

ceremony, and help with the 
five-mile run. The scouts are 
excited about this event. 

A week later the scouts will 
camp at Oak Mountain State 
Park in Birmingham. We will 
take scout bikes, so they can 
bike on the many trails in the 
park and their awesome BMX 
Bike Course filled with jumps, 
sharp curves, and hills to climb. 
This should be a lot of fun.

Also in May will be the Mobile 
Area Council Banquet. This 
Banquet, held at the USA 
MItchell Center, will recognize 
all Eagle Scouts from 2016. We 
are proud that your troop has 
five Eagles who will be hon-
ored in front of about 550 scout 
leaders. 

As you can see, your troop is 
busy, having fun and, most 
importantly, learning to live 
by God’s principles through 
the Scout Law and Oath 
which states “Trustworthy, 
Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, 
Courteous, Kind, Obedient, 
Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, 
Clean, Reverent, Duty to 
God and Country, Helpful 
to others, and to keep them-
selves Physically strong, 
Mentally Awake, and Mor-
ally Straight.” 

These are great principles to 
live by, and they are fol-
lowed by YOUR future lead-
ers in business and our 
country. 

Thanks for your support. 
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Editor’s note: This article is reprinted from 
eubanksfreshharvest.com. You can also 
find them on Facebook at https://www.face-
book.com/farmfreshgourmet.

What’s in the box?

When you purchase a Fresh Harvest 
Box, you will be receiving approxi-
mately 22-25 pounds of seasonal, 
handpicked fruits and veggies with 
farm fresh flavor in every bite. 

Each week, we will hand select what 
items will go into that week’s box 
based on what is being harvested on 
our farm the day of the delivery. 
Unfortunately, special requests cannot 
be accommodated.

Due to Mother Nature and the unpre-
dictability of farming, your box may or 
may not include all the items listed.

� May 1—Broccoli, Cabbage, Squash, 
Zucchini, Snap Beans, Onions, 
Potatoes

� May 8—Broccoli, Cabbage, Squash, 
Zucchini, Snap Beans, Onions, 
Potatoes, Cucumbers, Bell Peppers

� May 15—Cabbage, Squash, Zucchini, 
Snap Beans, Onions, Potatoes, 
Peaches, Cucumbers, Bell Peppers

� May 22—Squash, Zucchini, Snap 
Beans, Onions, Potatoes, Peaches, 
Cucumbers, Bell Peppers, Sweet 
Corn, Grape Tomatoes, Miscella-
neous Sweet and Hot Peppers, Okra

� May 29—Squash, Zucchini, Snap 
Beans, Onions, Peaches, Cucumbers, 
Bell Peppers, Sweet Corn, Grape 
Tomatoes, Miscellaneous Sweet and 
Hot Peppers, Round Tomatoes, Roma 
Tomatoes, Cantaloupes, Okra, 
Blueberries

� June 5—Squash, Zucchini, Snap 
Beans, Peaches, Cucumbers, Bell Pep-
pers, Sweet Corn, Grape Tomatoes, 
Miscellaneous Sweet and Hot Pep-
pers, Round Tomatoes, Roma 
Tomatoes, Cantaloupes, Pink Eye 
Peas, Okra, Eggplant, Blueberries

� June 12—Squash, Zucchini, Snap 
Beans, Peaches, Cucumbers, Bell Pep-
pers, Sweet Corn, Grape Tomatoes, 
Miscellaneous Sweet and Hot Pep-
pers, Round Tomatoes, Roma 
Tomatoes, Cantaloupes, Pink Eye 

Peas, Okra, Butter Beans, Water-
melons, Eggplant, Blueberries

� June 19—Squash, Zucchini, 
Cucumbers, Bell Peppers, Sweet 
Corn, Grape Tomatoes, Miscella-
neous Sweet and Hot Peppers, 
Round Tomatoes, Roma Tomatoes, 
Cantaloupes, Pink Eye Peas, Okra, 
Butter Beans, Watermelons, Egg-
plant, Blueberries

� June 26—Cucumbers, Bell Peppers, 
Sweet Corn, Grape Tomatoes, Mis-
cellaneous Sweet and Hot Peppers, 
Round Tomatoes, Roma Tomatoes, 
Cantaloupes, Pink Eye Peas, Okra, 
Butter Beans, Watermelons, Egg-
plant, Blueberries

Pickup

� Mondays, 12:00 noon–1:00 pm in 
the Providence parking lot

Cost

� $25/week; minimum order of 2 
weeks

Eubanks Fresh Harvest returns to Providence again this year . . .

Deliveries begin May 1—Ordering is still open
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May 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Buddy Scott

2
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

3
9:30 am

Exercise Class

10:30 am

FIRED UP

5:30 pm

FIRED UP

7:00 pm

Choir

4
5:45 pm

Backpack 
Ministry

6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

Laura Fletcher 
Wilson

5
10:30 am

Worship Team 
meeting

Larry Simmons

6
Brittany 
Crawford

7
8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

South-Baxter shower

11:00 am

The Grove

8
Makayla 
Mosley

9
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

10
9:30 am

Exercise Class

10:30 am

FIRED UP

5:30 pm

FIRED UP

7:00 pm

Choir

Steve 
Crenshaw

11
5:45 pm

Backpack 
Ministry

6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

12 13
11:00 am

Nick 
Mastrangelo 
memorial 
service

Emmett 
Proudfoot

14
8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

Sunday School

11:00 am

The Grove

15 16
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

17
9:30 am

Exercise Class

10:30 am

FIRED UP

5:30 pm

FIRED UP

7:00 pm

Choir

18
5:45 pm

Backpack 
Ministry

6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

19
10:00–11:00 am

Food Pantry

11:30 am

Evangelical 
Missions Team 
meeting

20

21
8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

Sunday School

10:45 am

Session

11:00 am

The Grove

22 23
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

24
9:30 am

Exercise Class

10:30 am

FIRED UP

5:30 pm

FIRED UP

7:00 pm

Choir

25
5:45 pm

Backpack 
Ministry

6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

26
Blake Stanley

27

28
8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

Sunday School

11:00 am

The Grove

Debbie Simmons

29
Memorial Day 
observed

Church office 
closed

30
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

Joan Rommes

31
9:30 am

Exercise Class

10:30 am

FIRED UP

5:30 pm

FIRED UP

7:00 pm

Choir

1
5:45 pm

Backpack 
Ministry

6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

2
10:30 am

Worship Team 
meeting

3
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