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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

Pastor’s message

“No one suggested stained glass windows”
Fall is always
the time
when we
stop for
just a
moment and
give thanks
for all the
good things
God has
given us and
done in our
lives. The pilgrims
started our
tradition of
Thanksgiving when the
crops were in the barn and
the spring livestock were
ready for an autumn dinner
table. Most of us no longer
live around a harvest calendar, but the reminder of our
blessings lives on in our
Thanksgiving traditions.

nection between being
thankful for what we have
been personally given and
then offering a portion of
that harvest to God.
Within the church, God’s
extravagant generosity can
easily be seen when we consider this last year’s ministry
and missions. The gift of
new members, the joy in

young people in our Sunday
school and scouting programs. When we think about
it, God has given us a harvest of opportunities to
share his love . . . and I am
thankful.
At a recent Session meeting,
I asked the elders, “If you
could dream of new
resources for Providence

. . . instead, they suggested ideas that
could expand our ministry to neighbors
who may be searching for spiritual
answers but are turned off by the idea of
the traditional church

young people could play.
Those are BIG dreams, and I
think most of us were startled
by our answers. Don’t worry—
we’re not going to run out and
buy a bus or begin to build a
fellowship hall—but we are
going to take our wishes and
wants for this ministry and
place them before God and let
him do the dreaming.
For now, I’ll fill out my pledge
card and look forward, understanding that our future is
built on the dreams and commitment of those who have
gone before us.

Could they have imagined all
that we are thankweekly worship, the conPresbyterian Church, what
ful for today? The
nectedness of people as we
would they be?” No one
seeds they
walk through illness and
suggested stained glass win- planted 27
funerals, the love given and dows or a pipe organ . . .
years ago have
Another tradition we have at received during those times, instead, they suggested
grown into a conProvidence Presbyterian is
the ability to feed children
ideas that could expand our gregation full of
the consideration of our
on the weekends, the oppor- ministry to neighbors who
promise. Our
pledge cards. The Session
tunity to share food and
may be searching for spiriministry and
needs to create next year’s
resources through the food
tual answers but are turned mission today are
budget, and to do that we, as pantry, the rich conversaoff by the idea of the tradithat harvest. . .
people of this congregation, tions in our adult classes, the tional church. Their dreams may God continue
need to provide them with
ministry of this building and included a van to bring chil- to use Providence
some idea of our next year’s property to other groups,
dren to our campus and an
to build his
tithe. It’s easy to see the con- and the development of
indoor recreation area where kingdom.
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November worship volunteers
Date

Liturgist

Nov 6

Nov 13

Nov 20

Nov 27

Communion

Jerry Williams

Intinction
Pam Fredelake
Dodi Berry

Jerry Williams

Barry South

Bill Berry
Pam Garner
Graham Hayes
Mastrangelo

Barry South

Ushers

PowerPoint

Bill Berry
Buck Bolton
Debbie Simmons
Joan Rommes

TBD

Aggie Roebuck
Mary Mastrangelo
Jude Mosley
TBD

TBD

Bob Ellis
Donna Ellis
Marlene Taylor
Les Taylor

TBD

/

Sound Nursery
Myrna Andrews
TBD

Joan Rommes
TBD

Jude Mosley
TBD
Debbie McLendon
Myrna Andrews
Buddy Scott

Sue Drinovsky
TBD

Kathy Taylor
TBD

The caller of the month will contact each server. If you cannot serve on your scheduled day, please let the caller
know. You can also contact Worship Elder Mary Mastrangelo at (251) 602-1993 or (251) 786-0039.

Evangelical Missions Calendar
Backpack Program
Every Thursday, 5:45 pm;
food delivered to O’Rourke
Elementary on
Fridays
Before the start of
the school year
(August); school
supplies/backpacks for O’Rourke
Elementary students

Soda Can Tab Collection
Every day; collection box
in the kitchen
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Closely Crafted
Every Thursday, 6:00 pm

Food Pantry
Third Friday of every
month, 9:30–11:00 am

McKemie Hosting
Sunday, December 25

Offerings
Presbyterian Home for
Children Offering—
November
Christmas Joy Offering—
December
Christmas Angel Gifts—
December

Evangelical
MISSIONS
Joan Rommes, Elder
Providence’s Christmas Angel Tree
The Evangelical
Missions Team
will again have
the Christmas
Angel Tree to
provide
Christmas
Each year the Angel
gifts for
Tree mission is an act of chillove and caring by the dren
members of the Providence Congregation
and community. It
reaches across all
boundaries and faiths
to bring happiness and
love to local children
and families.

McKemie Homeless women who
will spend Christmas day at Providence this year.

The King will reply,
“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for
me.”—Matthew 25: 40

Last year was a
blessing not
only for families in need
but also for
those providing
the
gifts.
Experiencing the delight
of the children and their
families as they
received Christmas
gifts and food last year
exemplified the true
Spirit of Christmas.

identified through
the Food Ministry
and Social Services.
There will also be
lists of needed items
and gifts for the

please keep the gift
between $30 and $50.

Members can partner
with each other (or a
group/organization)
A Christmas to sponsor one of the
tree in the families, or a family
Narthex may select to provide
individually.
has

Gifts for children
should be wrapped
with the child’s name
and number listed on
the tree angel and by
December 18. Please
consider helping
one of these local
families or the
Mc-Kemie
ladies during this
season of
giving
as we
celebrate
Jesus’ birthday and rememinformation about ber why He came.
each family and
Contact Joan Rommes
their Christmas
(653-4308 or buttonwishes listed. In
sjpr@bellsouth.net) for
fairness to all the
children in a family, additional information.
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My Summer Beach
Project Experience
By Leah Andrews
This past summer I was
invited to attend Summer
Beach Project with Campus
Outreach, an interdenominational college ministry under
the supervision of Briarwood Presbyterian Church
in Birmingham, AL. While at
Beach Project, I lived in Panama City Beach, FL, with 160
other college students from
Troy University and the University of South Alabama.
While serving as room
leader for those 8 weeks at
Beach Project, I worked 40
hours a week at Walmart in
Pier Park, shared a room
with 4 other girls, and was
trained in the Bible and
evangelism. It was, without

My heart and life were completely
transformed, and since returning I
have been able to see the fruit of this
summer more than I could imagine.
a doubt, the most challenging and rewarding summer
of my life!

our coworkers, but God completely redeemed it all. By the
end of the summer, we were
friends with our coworkers.
At Walmart I worked as a
We had them over for cookfrozen/dairy department
outs at our motel, went shopassociate and was able to
ping together, and even threw
learn more from that experi- a baby shower for one of our
ence than any other experi- coworkers. God used us in a
ence of my life. I learned
mighty way at Walmart.
humility, patience, and what
it meant to completely rely
Everyone on our project, all
on Jesus for strength.
160 of us, worked the day shift.
After we got off work, we had
I know it isn’t the most chal- talks (called rallies) given by
lenging job out there, but it
the Campus Outreach Staff
was certainly hard. I was
and visiting pastors three
exposed to people whose
times a week. We were trained
lives were radically different in how to study our Bible, how
from mine, I had to learn to to pray, and how to form our
love and pursue people who testimonies and share our
were sometimes really hate- faith. We also discussed how
ful to me and my roomto think of Jesus as our Lord
mates, and I had to wear a
and God as our Father, and
rather large parka every
how to see our sin and fight it.
day!
If I stopped this newsletter artiBut even though that was a cle here, it would sound like it
hard environment to work
was just a summer of hard
in, God used it to show us so work and challenging Biblical
much of His glory. Our first truths, which is obviously a
couple of weeks were filled huge point of Summer Beach
with a lot of hostility from
Project, but we had a lot of fun,
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too! Once a week we had
project-wide socials, which
always included costumes
and lots of dancing! We also
went to Frank Brown Recreational Park in Panama City
Beach, FL, to play huge
games of dodgeball or basketball or, my personal
favorite, to swing dance. We
had a 50-foot soap slide into
the ocean, a crawfish boil, an
incredible Independence
Day party, and more.
I learned more in my 8
weeks at Beach Project than I
probably have in my entire
life. My heart and life were
completely transformed,
and since returning I have
been able to see the fruit of
this summer more than I
could imagine.
I have all the tools to talk
about The Gospel with my
friends and Alpha Delta Pi
sorority sisters and have
seen Jesus move in the lives
around me. I get to lead an
evangelistic Bible study with
5 of my closest friends and
see the hearts of dozens
more be softened to the truth
of The Gospel.
I am in no way glorifying
Summer Beach Project, but I
do know that God uses it in
a mighty way to reach His
children.
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Merry Christmas
&
A Productive
New Year
THE JOURNEY TO

BETHLELEM
Th

An Interactive Worship Experience
with Costumed Actors & Live Animals

Sunday, December 11, 2016
Tours 4:30–7:30 pm

PROVIDENCE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
2320 Schillinger Road South • Mobile, AL
providence-pc.org
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By Manny Russo,
Scoutmaster

boys are excited about this
campout.

In October the troop traveled to the Talladega
National Forest in Delta, AL.
Many young scouts experienced some hiking up and
down the mountain. The
boys hiked 5 miles to a
lake, played in the lake,
ate lunch, and then hiked
back to camp. Everyone
was exhausted! The hike
scheduled for the next
morning was cancelled
because the adult leaders
were worn out!!

Looking ahead to the rest of
the year, the scouts will camp
at Meaher State Park and
attend Winter Camp. December will be busy! The 2017 calendar of activities has also
been planned, and the activities include the following:

During October, four scouts
earned their Eagle Rank.
Gage, Tyler, Duane, and
Walker performed well at
their Eagle Conference.
Three of these guys will
begin college next fall while
the other one will be in the
eleventh grade.

January 20-23—Snow
Skiing
February 24-27—Okefenokee Swamp
March 3-5—Camporee
March 17-19—Can You
Survive

April 21-23—Claude
Kelly State Park

December 1-3—Webelos
Campout

May 26-29—Oak Mountain Park/BMX Track

December 27-30—Winter Camp

June 11-17—Maubila
Summer Camp or
June 17-24—Woodruff
Summer Camp
July 14-16—Vortex
Springs
August 4-6—Kayaking
September 8-10—New
Leader Training/Scout
Skills
October 6-9—Talladega
National Forest
November 3-5—World
War II Museum

During October and the first
of November, the scouts collected nonperishable food to
donate to the Food Bank.
The troop collected over 500
pounds. One of the founding
principles of Scouting is
“Service to Others.” Scouts
are urged to help and serve
others at every opportunity.
The Eagle Project is a service
project and must benefit
others.
In November, the troop will
attend the Blue Angels
Homecoming Show in
Pensacola, FL. We will camp
at the Blue Angels Park and
spend a few hours in the
Naval Air Museum. The
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As you can see, the troop is
busy with many and varied
activities.
Thanks for the support that
Providence Presbyterian
Church provides to these
young men. Sometimes you
may think that you only provide a meeting place, but I
can assure you that it is
much, much more. The
scouts are meeting in the
House of the Lord, and the
seeds you cast will grow and
grow. Thanks.
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November 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

Thursday

Friday

2

Saturday

3

9:30 am
Exercise Class

4

5

10:30 am
Worship Team
Meeting

10:30 am
FIRED UP
5:30 pm
FIRED UP
7:00 pm
Choir
Barbara
Fitzpatrick
Stephen
Fitzpatrick
Marlene Taylor

6

7

8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
The Grove
3:00 pm
Choir Christmas practice
at Clarks’ house

9
9:30 am
Exercise Class
10:30 am
FIRED UP

16
9:30 am
Exercise Class
10:30 am
FIRED UP

21
Buddy Low

27

22
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

28

23

24

9:30 am
Exercise Class

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

Thanksgiving

29
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

19

11:30 am
Evangelical
Missions Team
meeting

25

26
Jessi
Gadomski

Church office
closed

30
9:30 am
Exercise Class
7:00 pm
Choir
Josh Mosley

1
5:45 pm
Backpack
Ministry
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted
7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting
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18
9:00–11:30 am
Food Pantry

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

20

17
5:45 pm
Backpack
Ministry
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

5:30 pm
FIRED UP

8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Sunday School
10:45 am
Session Meeting
11:00 am
The Grove

Renee Knowles

Adria Mosley

15
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

12
8:00 am
Journey to
Bethlehem
paint party

5:30 pm
Daisy Scouts

Sharon
Crenshaw

14

11
Veterans Day

7:00–8:00 pm
AA meeting

7:00 pm
Choir

13

10
5:45 pm
Backpack
Ministry
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

5:30 pm
FIRED UP

8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
The Grove

8:20 am
Morning Prayer
9:15 am
Worship
10:45 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
The Grove

8
6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

2
10:30 am
Worship Team
Meeting

3

P
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Habitat for Humanity build in Hillsdale • January 29, 2011 • (L-R): Larry
Williams, Brian Kane • Photos by Ken Gadomski
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