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P r o v i d e n c e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h

“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”

(See “Perfect” on page 2)

I’ve learned over the years to 
be careful of my answer 
when my husband, Stuart, 
asks what I want for my 
birthday. Several years ago, 
my answer was a pickup 
truck built the year I was 
born. 

You guessed it . . . this year 
he found one, and now I am 
the proud owner of a 1950 
five-window Chevrolet 
pickup truck we call “War-
rior.” As you can tell from 
the picture, Warrior has seen 
a few battles, but it’s the 
marks left from those events 
that give him character. And 
I wouldn’t want that charac-
ter to be erased. 

The same 
can be said for our lives. All 
of us walk through times 

when we get a bit banged up 
and dented. Age offers a bit 
of rust, and time isn’t always 
our friend, but it creates a 
patina that shows life. 

Perfect isn’t always perfect. 
When we work so hard to 
protect ourselves from any-
thing that might stretch or 
challenge us, we negate the 
opportunity to grow spiritu-
ally. God allows those 
moments we might chose to 
run from . . . in the hope that 
we will emerge 
from the pain 
into a deeper 
understand-
ing of what 
it means 

to walk 
dependent on His 
presence. 
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Pastor’s message

Perfect isn’t always perfect

I’ve often wished I could erase 
the age lines on my face. But to 
do that would be cancelling 
out all the years of experience 
they represent—the laughter 
and joyful times as a child and 
teenager, the fearful times as a 
young wife and mother, the 
moments of pride as I watched 
the ones I love find success, the 
nights of worry over silly 
things, the days of pain when 
I couldn’t find answers to 
medical issues, and the tears of 

sorrow when a parent 
passed. These 

are the 
marks that 

give us 

character, 
and it’s in how we 

handle them that God can be 
glorified through it all. 

The truck is named Warrior 
because the man who found 
him in a barn and put him 
back together understood 
spiritual warfare. His name 
is Porter . . . and Porter not 
only put an old pickup truck 
back on the road . . . he put 
himself together, too. 
Warrior is a reminder that 
we may not look perfect, but 
all that experience gives us 
character. 

Paul says it best in his letter 
to the church in Rome:
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here . . . In fact, a few bumps 
and a bit of rust, and you’ll fit 
right in.”

“Not only so, but we also 
glory in our sufferings, 
because we know that suf-
fering produces persever-
ance; perseverance, 
character; and character, 
hope.“(Romans 5:3-4)

When I look at this old truck, 
he not only brings a smile . . . 
he brings hope. Hope that 
it’s never too late to begin a 
new life full of hope. 

Warrior is already the impe-
tus for an antique car show 
to raise funds for hurricane 
victims. Just driving him 
down the road and parking 
him in the church lot brings 
attention to the church. He 
kind of tells the world, “You 
don’t have to be perfect to be 

(“Perfect,” from page 1)

The caller of the month will contact each server. If you cannot serve on your scheduled day, please let the caller know. 

You can also contact Worship Elder Mary Mastrangelo at (251) 602-1993 or (251) 786-0039. 

Date Liturgist Communion Ushers PowerPoint  / Sound Nursery

Oct 1 Barry South Buck Bolton

Al Drinovsky

Bill Berry

Buck Bolton

Debbie Simmons

Renee Knowles

Roxanne Smith

Curtis Andrews

Myrna Andrews

Oct 8 Barry South — Stacy Henry

Bill Berry, Sr.

Barbara Berry

Jude Mosley

Bill Berry

Sharon Crenshaw

Joan Rommes

Oct 15 Graham Hayes Nedra Bloom

Don Bloom

Bob Ellis

Donna Ellis

Marlene Taylor

Les Taylor

Blake Stanley

Pam Fredelake

Sue Drinovsky

Oct 22 Graham Hayes — Jude Mosley

Debbie McLendon/

Becky Baker

Myrna Andrews

Buddy Scott

Mary Mastrangelo

Sharon Crenshaw

Carla Massey

Oct 29 Laura Anderson — TBA Mary Mastrangelo TBA

October worship volunteers

W
MARY MASTRANGELO, Elder

orshIP

Condolences

To Ernestine Baker

� On the death of her 
cousin, Andrew Maiden, 
on September 19.

Evangelical 
Missions

Backpack Program

� Tuesdays, 1:45 pm

Closely Crafted 

� Tuesdays, 2:00 pm

Family Promise Hosting 
at Redeemer Episcopal

� Sunday–Sunday, 
October 5-22

Food Pantry

� Friday, October 20, 
10:00–11:00 am

McKemie Place Laundry

� Thursdays, 8:00-10:00 am

Ronald McDonald 

� Monday, October 30
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� Sunday, October 8, Noon—2: pm

� Corpus Christi Church
6300 McKenna Dr (off Hillcrest Rd)

� Cost $10.25 for food and music

� Jimmy Roebuck & friends are playing

Worship in the Woods

Sunday, October 15, 

10:30 am 

The fall picnic will 

follow at noon. 

There will be a sign-up 

sheet for food and setup 

on the bulletin board. We look 

forward to enjoying our outdoor

space and the cooler 

temperatures of fall. 

See ya there. 

Sunday, October 22, 11:00 am
Join us in the back Sunday School 

room to celebrate the 

wedding shower of Kat 

Clarke and Donald South.

They are registered at 

Bed Bath and Beyond 

and Amazon.com. 

It's a month full of food, fun, and fellowship. If you have any questions, please call 

Fellowship Elder Aggie Roebuck at (251) 767-9738. 

Wedding Shower
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When I walked into a store a couple 
of weeks ago, I was amazed at the 
scene. In front of me were Hallow-
een skeletons and jack-o’-lanterns.  
Behind them was an assortment of 
fall foliage, pumpkins, turkeys, and 
pilgrims. And to my right, you 
guessed it . . . everything Christ-
mas! I found myself trying to clear 
my head from the holiday over-
load. And yet, here I am bringing 
you news of Christmas in October. 

On Sunday, October 29, Pastor 
Mary will again open her home 
to host the Choir's preview of 
Christmas music. We will meet at 
5:00 pm, run through the pieces 
selected for our December 17 
Christmas music worship ser-
vice and Christmas Eve, and then 
enjoy a bit of food and fellow-
ship. Bring your favorite appetizer 

and/or dessert to share along 
with a beverage of your choice.  

We would like to invite any-
one interested in singing 
with the Choir for the holi-
day season (or longer) to 
consider joining us on 
October 29! As you 
know, we are aware 
of several folks in 
the congregation 
who have vocal gifts 
just begging to be 
shared! This eve-
ning provides the 
perfect opportunity 
to test the musical 
waters.

If you have any questions, 
see Laura Fletcher Wilson or 
any member of the Choir.

5

By Laura Fletcher Wilson,
Director of Music Ministries

Chistmas in October
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McKemie PlaceMcKemie Place

Safe HavenSafe Haven
When Providence hosted a Safe Haven for the McKemie 
Place women on Saturday-Sunday, August 26-27, one of the 
activities we offered was painting stones. These stones have 
been placed on the patio, so the women will be a part of 
Providence even when they’re not here. Photos by Christine 
South.
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Stated Session 
Meeting—
August 20, 2017

� Approved a motion to 
approve the minutes 
of the June 25 Session 
meeting, the July 16 Con-
gregational meeting, and 
the August 12 Electronic 
meeting.

� Discussed possible candi-
dates for the next session 
of Academy for Equip-
ping the Saints. 

� Approved a motion to 
cover the participants’ 
tuition for Academy for 
Equipping the Saints; the 
registration fee will be 
paid by the participants.

� Discussed fixing and 
replacing broken win-
dows and building a 
secure storage area in the 
back classroom. 

� Discussed moving the 
gate closer to the tower, 
clearing the brush and 
small trees along the road, 
and bringing in gravel to 
extend the parking lot. 

� Approved a motion to use 
$3,500 of the capital bud-
get to pay Jeremy Hunt to 
help expand the parking 
area and clear brush. 

� Were informed by Build-
ing and Grounds Elder 
Steve Crenshaw that the 
Boy Scouts completed the 
lighting project for the 
outdoor worship area 
$300 under budget, that 
we will reallocate this cost 
savings to the Boy Scouts 
so they can reimburse a 
Scout’s family for the cost 
of the dirt they provided 
for the project, and that 
we need to put a lock on 
the electrical panel board. 

volun-
teers 

have been 
paying the 

laundry bills, 
that Cottage Hill Presby-

terian donated $250, that we 
will look into grant oppor-
tunities from the Presby-
tery, and that new members 
have been volunteering.

� Were informed by Evangeli-
cal Missions Elder Joan 
Rommes that 30 new-
school-year backpacks were 
provided for students at 
O’Rourke Elementary. 

� Received Nurture Elder 
Dodi Berry’s monthly 
report.

� Were informed by Nurture 
Elder Dodi Berry that the 
shepherd lists are now up-
to-date.

� Were informed that Nurture 
Elder Dodi Berry is working 
on cleaning up the nursery.

� Received Stewardship Elder 
Bob Ellis’ monthly report.

� Were informed by Steward-
ship Elder Bob Ellis that 
contributions are up and 
that 71 adults participated 
in our Summer Camp this 
year.

� Received Worship Elder 
Mary Mastrangelo’s 
monthly report.

� Were informed by Worship 
Elder Mary Mastrangelo 
that new members have 
been scheduled to usher. 

� Were informed by Worship 
Elder Mary Mastrangelo 

Leslie Hayes Rey, Clerk 

of Session

that we will have a Wor-
ship in the Woods service 
on October 15, followed 
by a church picnic. 

� Approved a motion to let 
a new Cub Scout troop 
meet at Providence for 
three weeks until their 
new regular location at 
Sunshine Baptist Church 
is available. 

� Received a report from 
Elder Nominating Com-
mittee representatives 
Joan Rommes and Aggie 
Roebuck.

� Received a report on the 
Presbytery meeting held 
earlier this month from 
our commissioner, Mary 
Mastrangelo.

� Were informed that 
Mykaillah Knowles will 
be baptized on August 27.

� Received a report from 
Future Planning Team 
member Leslie Hayes 
Rey.

� Discussed the church 
calendar.

� Received
Disciple-
ship Elder 
Barry South’s 
monthly report.

� Were informed by Disci-
pleship Elder Barry South 
that the Fall semester of 
FIRED UP starts on Sep-
tember 6, that Sharon 
Smith will lead the morn-
ing session, and that Barry 
South will lead the eve-
ning session. 

� Were informed by Disci-
pleship Elder Barry South 
that we will be starting a 
teen Sunday School class.

� Referred to Fellowship a 
suggestion to start a quar-
terly activity for Provi-
dence youth.

� Received Evangelical Mis-
sions Elder Joan Rommes’ 
monthly report.

� Were informed by Evan-
gelical Missions Elder 
Joan Rommes that she has 
applied for 20 Thanksgiv-
ing boxes (complete 
meals) from the area food 
bank. 

� Were informed by Evan-
gelical Missions Elder 
Joan Rommes that there 
are 3-5 new families at our 
Food Pantry distribution 
each month.

� Were informed by Evan-
gelical Missions Elder 
Joan Rommes that the 
McKemie Place laundry 
mission has been success-
ful with an average of 
20 ladies each week, that



• page 9 •

By Manny Russo, 

Scoutmaster

September was a fun month of 
camping. The troop attended a 
Camporee, which is competi-
tion among troops in the 
Mobile area. Your troop took 
1st place! We have now won 
3 of the last 5 Camporees. 

The troop’s newest group of 
11 scouts spent the weekend 
working on outdoor skills, 
such as first aid, cooking, plant 
identification, fire starting, 
flag raising and lowering, and 
use of an ax in the “wood 

yard” (how to use an ax and 
saw safely for cutting 
wood). The older scouts 
were the instructors and did 
a great job.

Popcorn season is here. The 
scouts are selling popcorn in 
their neighborhoods and at 
Wal-Mart, Lowes, and other 
retail locations. Many scouts 
will earn enough money to 
pay for a full year of camp-
ing. This makes mom and 
dad happy!

The troop’s Court of Honor 
will take place in October. 

Each scout will be recog-
nized for his accomplish-
ments during the past 6 
months. These accomplish-
ments include earned merit 
badges (first aid, metal 
working, canoeing, hiking, 
etc.), rank advancements, 
and leadership positions 
that many scouts held. The 
scout’s family will be in 
attendance to see their son 
recognized. The meal is 
catered by Zoe’s Kitchen. 

The troop also helped at the 
“Stuff the Truck” event at 
Wal-Mart on Dauphin 
Street. All food items col-

lected were given to the food 
bank for those in need. The 
Scout Law and Oath states, 
“Help Others at All Times” 
and “A Scout is Helpful.” 

The scouts camped at Pres-
ley’s Landing for the Octo-
ber Campout. They swam in 
the lake, kayaked, worked 
on scout skills, and had a fun 
campfire program plus 
church service. 

The troop continues to be 
active and offering a fun 
program for the boys. 
Thanks for your support. 
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October 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

Sunday School

11:00 am

The Grove

2 3
1:45 pm

Backpack 
Mission

2:00 pm

Closely Crafted

6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

4
9:30 am

Exercise class

10:30 am 

FIRED UP

6:00 pm

FIRED UP

7:00 pm

Choir

5
8:00-10:00 am

McKemie Place 
laundry

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

6
10:30 am

Worship Team 
meeting

7

8
8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

10:30 am

Congregational Meeting
10:45 am

Sunday School

11:00 am

The Grove

12:00 noon

Jazz Brunch/Corpus Christi

9 10
1:45 pm

Backpack 
Mission

2:00 pm

Closely Crafted

6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

11
9:30 am

Exercise class

10:30 am 

FIRED UP

6:00 pm

FIRED UP

7:00 pm

Choir

12
8:00-10:00 am

McKemie Place 
laundry

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

13 14

15
10:30 am

Worship in the Woods 
(Note the different time)

11:00 am

The Grove

12:00 noon

Church picnic

Timmy Crawford

16 17
1:45 pm

Backpack 
Mission

2:00 pm

Closely Crafted

6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

Betty 
Blakeman

Michelle Nall

18
9:30 am

Exercise class

10:30 am 

FIRED UP

6:00 pm

FIRED UP

7:00 pm

Choir

19
8:00-10:00 am

McKemie Place 
laundry

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

20
10:00–11:00 am

Food Pantry

11:30 am

Evangelical 
Missions Team 
meeting

TBD

Session retreat

21
TBD

Session retreat

22
8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

Sunday School

11:00 am

Clarke/South wedding 
shower

11:00 am

The Grove

John Massey

23 24
1:45 pm

Backpack 
Mission

2:00 pm

Closely Crafted

6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

25
9:30 am

Exercise class

10:30 am 

FIRED UP

6:00 pm

FIRED UP

7:00 pm

Choir

26
8:00-10:00 am

McKemie Place 
laundry

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

27 28

29
8:20 am

Morning Prayer

9:15 am

Worship

10:45 am

Sunday School

11:00 am

The Grove

30 31
1:45 pm

Backpack 
Mission

2:00 pm

Closely Crafted

6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

1
9:30 am

Exercise class

10:30 am 

FIRED UP

6:00 pm

FIRED UP

7:00 pm

Choir

2
8:00-10:00 am

McKemie Place 
laundry

7:00–8:00 pm

AA meeting

Barbara 
Fitzpatrick

Stephen 
Fitzpatrick

Marlene Taylor

3
10:30 am

Worship Team 
meeting

4
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